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Dear Friends 

I N A WORLD that has been turned upside down, 

with changes to our lives that we would never have 

imagined, we have all had to be strong and resilient. All 

of us in our day to day experiences will have had mixed 

emotions, knowing how many people are suffering and 

how many are working so hard to be of support. We 

have concerns for our family and friends, we look for ways we can be of help and 

support to others. 

Our time of lockdown and social isolation however, also gives us opportunity to 

stop and reflect. Our diaries have been decluttered; our time needs to be filled in dif-

ferent ways. As hard as it is, we can use this opportunity to spend more time being 

closer to God, relaxing, praying, being open to Gods plans for us.  

Psalm 46 tells us to ‘Be still and know that I am God’, we often sing the hymn 

‘Be still for the presence of the Lord’; It is often in the stillness that we feel closest to 

God. The peace, the focus, gives us time to talk to God, time to share everything we 

feel, every concern we have and our thanks for blessings received.  

Peace and stillness is something that has been exemplified by Julian of Nor-

wich, who is remembered each year by the Church on the 8
th
 May . Remembered as 

a medieval anchoress, who in the fourteenth century committed her life to solitude, 

prayer and fasting. A way of life she chose to follow, rather than the enforcement we 

have at present. But in her time of stillness, her time of self-isolation, she found 

peace, wisdom, inspiration and connection with God through prayer and meditation.  

Nothing is really known of her life or her reasoning for how she chose to live. 

She may have had a different name, but known to us as Julian of Norwich because 

her cell was in St Julian’s Church in Norwich. Having had the privilege to see her cell 

and realise how small the space was, she is to be admired for her devotion and dedi-

cation.  

In her space, stillness and solitude she felt closer to God. In her own words 

she saw ‘prayer as the deliberate and persevering action of the soul. Prayer fastens 

the soul to God and makes it me with Gods will’ Words that are found in her famous 

book ‘Revelations of Divine Love’ which many of us will have heard of, even if we 

haven’t had the opportunity to read. 

Her recorded thoughts and reflections on the experiences she found in the 

peace and stillness. Initially recorded as short text and then with further meditation 

and reflection elaborated upon over two decades.   

Contemplation as to how in this space, she felt God showing her his love and 

support, his love of all as he clothes, and embraces everyone in love. Enveloped and 

wrapped in his tender love, he never abandons, welcome is always there for those 

who rest in Him.  



United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing May 2020 e-Magazine 

Page 4 

Comfort and closeness to God, found in the stillness, 

creating and providing a peace that is there, when we have 

time to stop and spend time with God.. 

Julian’s assurance of God, knowledge of his love with 

us, is something we can hold onto as we find ourselves in 

space created by our imposed change. God is with us, sup-

porting us, helping us, always there for us as a friend, giving 

us peace and hope, today and always.  

Peace and hope, which are also seen in the most 

famous words of Julian of Norwich, which have brought 

comfort in times of distress for over 600 years.  

‘All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner 

of thing shall be well’ 

Let us all find strength and reassurance through this unusual time, knowing we 

are forever loved and cared for by God.   

Revd Wendy 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

God’s Creation 
A prayer of Bernard of Clairvaux (1090 – 1153).  

God’s creation, what a sensation 

Myriads of stars all known by name, 

Each constellation telling their story, 

Bursting with glory, God’s power to proclaim. 
 

Beautiful Pleiades, The Bear with its Cubs, 

Orion’s Belt, all set in the sky 

Our planet of blue transfixed in the heavens 

Touched with the finger of God from on high. 
 

The sun like a bridegroom rejoices on rising 

His course devising from east to west 

As he leaves his pavilion in golden splendour 

With warmth and light on our earth to bless. 
 

Light from darkness, order from chaos 

Land and oceans come into view, 

Magnificent Artist, Architect, Builder, 

Not only Creator - but a Saviour too. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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17th May - Rogation Sunday 

(Sunday before Ascension) 

R OGATION means an asking of God - for blessing on 

the seed and land for the year ahead. It is appropri-

ate in any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul weather. 

The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the 

help of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In those days a 

crowd moved in procession around the cornfields, singing 

and dancing, sacrificing animals, and driving away Winter with sticks. They wanted to 

rid the cornfields of evil. 

In about 465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm and epi-

demic.  So Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan custom, or-

dered that prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected fields on the days lead-

ing up to Ascension. With his decision, ‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian cer-

emonial. 

Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century and became a 

fixed and perennial asking for help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide, a little 

party would set out to trace the boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the 

bishop or the priest, with a minor official bearing a Cross, and after them the people 

of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing along. Most of them held slen-

der wands of willow.   

At certain points along the route - at well-known landmarks like a bridge or 

stile or ancient tree, the Cross halted, the party gathered about the priest, and a lita-

ny or rogation is said, imploring God to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and 

roots and boughs in good health, and bring them to an ample harvest. At some point 

beer and cheese would be waiting.   

In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much to 

be said for ‘beating the bounds.’ It was still very common as late as the reign of 

Queen Victoria. Certainly, parish boundaries rarely came into dispute, for everyone 

knew them.  (Do you know yours today?) 
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31st May - Pentecost in Jerusalem 

O N THAT long ago first morning of Pentecost, Jerusalem 

was crowded with thousands of visitors, for it was one of 

the most popular feast-days in the Jewish calendar – the Feast of 

‘First fruits’, looking forward to the wheat harvest. 

In one small room of that great city, a small group of people 

who had followed Jesus were praying.  There was nothing else for 

them to do: Jesus had died, He had risen, and He had ascended, 

promising to send them ‘a Comforter’. They were left alone, to wait at Jerusalem. 

And so they waited – on Him, and for Him. They were not disappointed, for that 

morning the Holy Spirit fell upon that small room, and transformed those believers 

into the Church, Christ’s body here on earth. Pentecost was not the first time that the 

Holy Spirit came to the world – throughout the Old Testament there are stories telling 

of how God had guided people and given them strength. But now His Spirit would 

use a new instrument: not just isolated prophets, but the Church, His body on earth. 

Acts opens with the preaching of the gospel in Jerusalem, the centre of the 

Jewish nation. Within 30 years the Gospel had spread throughout the northern Medi-

terranean:  Syria, Turkey, Greece, Malta... to the very heart of the Roman Empire:  

Rome. The Church was on the move – God was on the move! He was calling people 

from every nation to repent, turn to Jesus for forgiveness of their sins, and to follow 

Him. 

 

Be our hope 
 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.  

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through Him who suffered alone on the cross,  

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Psalm 34 

A MID the current coronavirus pandemic, we all 

live with fear and uncertainty. How do we 

deal with fear? ‘I sought the Lord, and He answered 

me; He delivered me from all my fears.’ (Ps 34:4). In 

this psalm, David expresses real fears. He was on 

the run from Saul, who was trying to murder him! Yet 

David points to three simple habits that help over-

come fear. 

Praising God always: ‘I will extol the Lord at 

all times; His praise will always be on my lips. (1). It 

was David’s pattern of life to praise God daily, what-

ever his circumstances. He was acknowledging God’s lordship over his life. Praise 

affirms that my circumstances are in His hands and He is with me in all that I am go-

ing through. 

Seeking God continually: ‘This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; He 

saved him out of all his troubles.’ (6). David looked to God, who released him from all 

his fears. It’s easy for our fears to overwhelm us and rob us of the assurance that 

God loves us and wants the best for us. When we seek God, He hears us and re-

sponds, as He is not powerless to act.  

Finding refuge in God: ‘Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the 

one who takes refuge in Him.’ (8). David’s personal invitation is to taste and see that 

God is good. Our fears often tell us that the opposite is true for us. Fear tells us that 

God cannot be trusted and that He will abandon us. We can make God our secure 

refuge and not be afraid. 

This psalm helps us to see fear from a totally different perspective: ‘Fear the 

Lord, you His holy people, for those who fear Him lack nothing.’ (9). 

The Revd Paul Hardingham  
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Life in quarantine 
:  The Ven John Barton muses on our present isolation… 

F ULL marks to Jamie Oliver for his Channel 4 se-

ries, ‘Keep Cooking and Carry On’.  He shows us 

how to make tasty meals with basic ingredients and a 

minimum of fuss.   

The pandemic prompts other encouraging re-

sponses. One mother in the ‘at risk’ category said her 

adult children thought she was immortal until now. Now 

they ring her every day to see how she’s getting on. An 

elderly clergyman had offers to shop from two new 

neighbours whom he hardly knew. The whole nation has stopped taking the National 

Health Service for granted and started showing gratitude. Telephone, television, the 

internet and email prevents many from going stir-crazy. Some are even trying the 

cryptic crossword, though newcomers should be warned it takes years to learn its 

secrets! 

The isolation is tough for many. Isolated families have to get used to each oth-

er’s company and foibles for long periods, away from the park or beach. Couples are 

parted from each other by distance or illness. Those living alone are cut off from visi-

tors and communal activities. Churchgoers have missed Holy Communion at Easter 

for the first time. That should help us identify with millions of Christians across the 

world who have to pray in secret because their neighbours would persecute them if 

they did so publicly.  

Alone-ness, rather than loneliness, can be productive. Albert Einstein valued 

time alone, when he could “go for long walks on the beach so that I can listen to what 

is going on inside my head.” Isaac Newton’s greatest discoveries began when he 

escaped the effects of the bubonic plague, by returning home to the family farm in 

Lincolnshire. He had time to observe what was going on around him and, yes, that 

did include watching the famous apple fall. 

When the bubonic plague was at its peak, the Reformer Martin Luther wrote: “I 

shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, ad-

minister medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is 

not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pol-

lute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish 

to take me, He will surely find me and I have done what He has expected of me, and 

so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others.” 
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Loneliness at the Virtual Chelsea Flower Show, 

19th – 23rd May  

A LL SORTS of themes are chosen for the Chelsea 

Flower Show, but this year’s theme turned out to be 

scarily appropriate for the Spring of 2020:  loneliness and 

mental health. 

For, according to Sue Briggs, RHS Director General, 

“many feel they need gardening in their life now more than 

ever before, for their mental and physical wellbeing during this national emergency.”  

Writing on RHS website (www.rhs.org.uk), Sue Briggs says: “This applies to 

everyone from those who are having to self-isolate to families planning, maybe for 

the first time, to grow their own food.” 

And so, “for these reasons, and to do more to support the industry, the RHS 

will create a Virtual RHS Chelsea Flower Show, to celebrate our great horticultural 

industry and gardening heritage.”  The Virtual Show will run from Tuesday 19
th
 May 

to Saturday 23
rd

  May. 

Guy Barker, chief horticulturalist at the RHS said: “Nurturing plants can make 

you less lonely and release you from troubles.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Leave your dandelions alone 

W HEN mowing your lawn, avoid cutting your dan-

delions.  That is the advice of the president of 

the British Ecological Society, Prof Jane Memmott. It will 

help to save the bees. 

She explains: “Dandelions are a fantastic source of 

pollen and nectar for the early pollinators in particular. If 

they were rare, people would be fighting over them, but be-

cause they’re common, people pull them out and spray them with all sorts of horrible 

things when they should just let them flower. If you leave the lawn to three or four 

inches, then dandelions, clover and daisies can flower and then you end with some-

thing like a tapestry, and it’s much nicer to sit there and watch the insects buzzing 

about.” 

Prof Memmott encourages everyone to get a bee hotel for their garden. 

“There’s nothing nicer than being sat in a chair with a glass of wine and watching the 

bees going in and out of your own personal little beehive. Even just a potted plant on 

a doorstep will provide lunch for a bee or a fly or a butterfly.” 
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2020:  WHO’s Year of the Nurse   

W HEN the WHO (World Health Organisation) decided 

to make 2020 the Year of the Nurse and Midwife, 

they based it on the 200
th
 anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s 

birth on 12
th
 May 1820. 

But with the arrival of the coronavirus, it is a remarkably 

apt year to celebrate all that nurses do for us.   

As the ICN (International Council of Nurses) says: “All 

around the world, nurses are working tirelessly to provide the 

care and attention people need, whenever and wherever they 

need it. Nurses are central to the delivery of health care; nurses 

are making an invaluable contribution to the health of people globally.”  

Nursing as a vocation goes back to the Early Church. When plague struck the 

Roman world in the third century, it was Christians who tended the sick and dying, 

often at great personal cost. Their self-sacrifice made a huge impression on Roman 

society.  Centuries later, in medieval Europe, it was the monastic orders that provid-

ed health care.  

Still centuries later, during the Crimean War (1853-56) Florence Nightingale 

saved thousands of lives when she transformed the field hospitals, hugely improving 

the standards of care for wounded and dying soldiers. 

In fact, Florence Nightingale deserves the credit for establishing the modern 

profession of nursing and its structures of training. Although of course medical sci-

ence has advanced since her time, the basic ethos of nursing care remains today 

close to Nightingale’s vision. 

Nursing is frequently described as a vocation, and it is one to which many 

Christians are called. Nightingale wrote of being ‘called’ by God, after having had a 

vivid religious conversion as a teenager.  Writing in February 1837, she stated: “God 

has spoken to me and called me to His Service.”   

Four years before going to Crimea, she studied at a Lutheran religious com-

munity in Germany which trained deaconesses in medical skills, nursing, and theolo-

gy.  Many of the ideas that Nightingale adopted for her nurses came from that reli-

gious community.   

Thus, Nightingale’s training programme was not solely devoted to secular 

medical sciences. Her student nurses were required to attend chapel, and her nurses 

read prayers on the wards. 

Nightingale wrote many letters of spiritual encouragement to her students. To 

one, she wrote that Christ considered it an “honour to serve the poorest and the 

meanest… He will not give His crown except to those who have borne His cross… 

Enduring hardship is what He encourages and rewards.” 
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The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally trained and worked as a 

nurse before being appointed to senior positions in the Health Service. She was 

Chief Nursing Officer for England between 1999 to 2004. 

She says: “I became a Christian as a teenager and wanted to follow Christ 

with my whole life.  Rather than having two careers, I have had one vocation: to fol-

low Jesus Christ, to know Him, and to make Him known.”   

Certainly, of all the professions, nursing has one of the strongest claims to 

being rooted in the Gospel. Christian nurses implicitly witness to Christ in caring for 

others. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Florence Nightingale 

The founder of modern nursing 
Tim Lenton looks back on a great lady. 

F LORENCE NIGHTINGALE was born 200 years 

ago, on 12
th
 May 1820. Best known as the Lady 

with the Lamp who saved many lives in the hospitals of 

the Crimean War, she was also a social reformer, a stat-

istician and the founder of modern nursing. 

She was named after the Italian city of her birth, 

but the family moved back to England the following year, 

and she was brought up in Derbyshire. Here – and else-

where – she had several experiences that she believed 

were calls from God to devote her life to the service of 

others.  

She never married, but among her several close friends was Sidney Herbert, 

who became Secretary of War and helped to make her work in the Crimea possible. 

Some claim that she reduced the death rate in hospitals there from 42% to 2%. She 

introduced hand-washing and other hygiene improvements, but she never claimed 

personal credit for reducing the death rate. 

Her work inspired nurses in the American Civil War, and in 1883 she became 

the first recipient of the Royal Red Cross. In 1907, she was the first woman to be 

awarded the Order of Merit. She died in 1910. Her image appeared on the reverse of 

£10 banknotes issued by the Bank of England from 1975 until 1994.  

It is a fitting tribute to her that the emergency hospital just opened at the ExCel 

Centre in London is called the NHS Nightingale Hospital. 
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Poor Tokyo – it seems to have a tough time with the Olympics! By Tim Lenton. 

How World War II stopped 

Tokyo’s Olympic Games in 1940 

T HIS year’s Tokyo Olympic Games have been post-

poned for a year because of coronavirus. But 80 

years ago, the Tokyo Games scheduled for May 1940 were 

cancelled completely, because of World War II.  

Originally rescheduled for Helsinki, they were eventu-

ally abandoned, and the Olympic cycle did not restart until 

1948 in London. 

The cancellation proved to be a wise decision, be-

cause by the same month, May 1940, the war had escalat-

ed dramatically. On 10
th
 May Prime Minister Neville Cham-

berlain resigned and was succeeded by Winston Churchill, 

and between then and 28
th
 May Germany invaded Belgium, 

the Netherlands and Luxembourg. 

Also, on 10th May Germany dropped its first bombs 

on England, at Chilham and Petham, near Canterbury, and on 13
th
 May Churchill 

gave his first speech in the House of Commons, saying: “I have nothing to offer but 

blood, toil, tears and sweat.” 

The next day the Home Guard – Dad’s Army – was established, and by the 

end of the month the battle for Dunkirk was raging, with nearly 340,00 soldiers being 

rescued by a makeshift fleet of about 800 boats, crossing the English Channel to 

avoid the onrushing German army. This prompted the phrase ‘Dunkirk spirit’, still in 

frequent use today. 
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Coping in the Storm 
The Revd Paul Hardingham considers fear in the face of the pandemic. 

 

‘Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’ 
Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.’ (Mark 4:39). 

W HAT started out for the disciples as 

a routine trip across the Sea of 

Galilee, ended up with a storm threatening to 

overwhelm their boat! Jesus was asleep in the 

boat, so little wonder they feared for their 

lives: ‘Teacher, don’t you care if we 

drown?’ (38).  

Who would have thought two months 

ago that the world would be overwhelmed by 

the Coronavirus pandemic and our lives 

turned upside down! Self-isolating and self-

distancing are now part of our daily vocabu-

lary, as we live in an uncertain world. What does this story say to us in our circum-

stances? 

Firstly, we read that Jesus calmed the storm: ‘He got up, rebuked the wind and 

said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’’ (39). He is the Lord of the storm and holds our 

circumstances in His hands. We are called to trust, not fear, being assured that He is 

with us to protect us. ‘Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’ (40). Noth-

ing is outside of His control. 

Secondly, despite the calm, the disciples were still terrified: ‘They were terri-

fied and asked each other, ‘Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey 

Him!’’ (41). Like us, the disciples were asking why Jesus, who loved them, had al-

lowed the storm to happen! Our circumstances provide us with an opportunity to un-

derstand more deeply who Jesus is. We can’t control Him and we don’t always un-

derstand His bigger plans for us and His world. We are called to overcome fear and 

insecurity, by living lives of peace, faith and hope. How contagious can we be for 

Jesus in a stormy world? 
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Bless you?  

P EOPLE used to say ‘bless you’ if you sneezed. Nowadays they might say 

something ruder! We live in troubled times.  

Some say that the expression started in Rome, when plague broke out. 

Sneezing was one of the plague's main symptoms, and Pope Gregory I suggested 

that a tiny prayer in the form of saying, "God bless you" after a sneeze would protect 

the person from death.   

Sadly, that does not always work. 

But we can still remind ourselves of Psalm 91: 4-6 

He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; 

his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 

You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 

nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys 

at midday. 

Psalm 91: 4-6 

In His shadow 
(Based on Psalm 91) 

 

As we dwell in the shadow of Mighty God 

We will know all the blessings that He will bring, 

His faithfulness will be our shield 

Under the covering of His wings. 
 

Protected by His sheltering love 

Our refuge we take in Him each day, 

If we call on His Name His answer will come 

As angels will guard us in all our ways. 

 
What comfort and peace we all can know 

That God Himself will hold us fast, 

And keep us safe engulfed in His love 

Until these days of danger have passed. 

 

By Megan Carter 

https://www.southernliving.com/syndication/pope-ice-cream
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
2020 Plans Out of the Window 

A S I BEGIN to write this, we are three weeks into 

Covid-19 lockdown, and I can well and truly say that 

the plans I had for 2020 have mostly been deferred to 2021.  

However, I know how incredibly fortunate I am in these pecu-

liar and scary unprecedented times.  I have the great benefit 

of being able to continue working, for which I am massively 

grateful, and I have the extents of my farm to roam; checking my crops & livestock, 

and being able to drink in some fresh air. 

One uptick of this horrendous time is the number of people I see walking the 

farm.  It is fantastic to see you getting out into the open: experiencing nature, getting 

much appreciated exercise, and hopefully clearing the corona-news induced fug from 

your brains!  On the subject of walking, I would like to take this opportunity to make a 

couple of countryside points. 

Here on the farm in Fobbing, we are lucky that no footpaths cross through our 

farmyard (I have a number of friends who aren’t this fortunate).  Please please, if you 

happen to get a little lost from the footpath, do not think that it is okay to exit through 

my farmyard – the farmyard can naturally be a dangerous place, operating large ve-

hicles, often with blind spots.  The last thing I want to be doing is watching out for 

wayward walkers when manoeuvring the combine harvester or seed drill! 

Secondarily, we operate a mixed farming system, incorporating both cropping 

and livestock (usually cattle).  Therefore, when it comes to gates, please can you 

ensure that you leave them as you found them:  if they are open, it is likely on pur-

pose, such that the stock can roam; if they are closed, it will be to keep the animals 

in.  Please don’t even leave a closed gate open for people walking a short distance 

behind you, since they then might not realise that gate needs shutting again.  I am 

not a fan of midnight games of cattle corralling due to an absent-minded footpather!  

It was somewhat distressing a few weeks back to be alerted to some trespassers on 

motorbikes and quads.  They decided not to just leave a gate open, but instead to 

entirely destroy a kissing gate.  Please do not hesitate to contact me (as well as ring-

ing the police) about anything like this. 

My final footpath point might sound somewhat draconian, but is to do with 

dogs.  Dogs being walked on the footpath must be either on a lead or in control, 

meaning ‘to heel’.  I understand that the farm looks like a dream for canine exercise, 

but it is not a park and that is not its purpose.  I really urge as many folk as possible 

to get out walking, and do bring your hounds, but please pick up after them (not leav-

ing your poo-bags tied to a hedge!), and keep them on a lead.  Unwittingly, they can 

do a great deal of damage to crops, livestock, and the nature & ecology that I am 
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attempting to build here on this farm. 

On the farm, despite the utterly dreadful winter we have just encountered, we 

are now entering a period of drought…  This seems to be how our UK weather pat-

terns now fall.  However, for the first time in my seven-year farming career, we man-

aged to establish our spring crops in March – this feels really super!  We have sown 

spring wheat, peas and linseed as our main, bulk, spring crops.  All the wheat has 

popped out of the ground and is looking rather splendid in lovely straight, neat rows, 

and the linseed is poking through now too (two weeks post seeding).  The peas won’t 

be long before they shoot their first leaves up also; I just hope we can keep those 

pesky pigeons off – they do love young pea shoots. 

On the niche cropping side, I have planted two hectares of lentils this year 

(within a field of peas – they are both similar leguminous plants), and three hectares 

of hemp.  Hemp has proven something of a frustration, since I was due to be growing 

it in Fobbing, but my location application was turned down by the Home Office due to 

the field being overlooked by houses, and on a footpath.  This irritates me since all 

fields in Fobbing would fall into the same bracket!  Fortunately, I am able to grow 

some hemp where my existing licence stands, so I wasn’t left with 125kg of hemp 

seeds that I couldn’t do anything with! 

In the middle of April I will also be seeding buckwheat, and some speciality 

kidney beans – another trial crop for Hodmedod about which I am really excited.  The 

minor spanner in the works is that Paul, our employee of over 20 years, is off with 

what appears to be Covid-19.  His partner went down with symptoms so I had to 

make the call for him to self-isolate, and then he came down with it also!  I am very 

happy I made that decision.  Thankfully he is getting over the virus now, but based on 

advice I have received he will have a further seven days off work once all symptoms 

have cleared.  The result of this has been that I have been doing a tremendous 

amount more fieldwork than usual.  Buzzing up and down on the boom sprayer, do-

ing some seeding, and Dad has been out on the topper (basically a big lawnmower) 

– all whilst trying to keep up with office work.  My head is just about above water 

though! 

One unfortunate casualty of coronavirus is Open Farm Sunday.  There is no 

way I can host a group farm walk, although I will be 

putting out a farm video on YouTube talking about 

my various crops sometime at the start of June.  It is 

a real shame since last year’s event was so well 

attended and it was such a buzz getting to talk to 

everyone about the farm.  There is a prospective 

delayed date in September, but the farm will be 

looking very bare then, so I am not sure what will 

happen.  Keep an eye on my social media 

@FarmingGeorge for updates. 
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I really do hope that you are all staying safe and 

well in these worrying times we are living through.  

Keep on doing your part by staying home.  Together we 

can beat this. 
 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farminggeorge 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The voyage of HMS Beagle 

T WO hundred years 

ago, on 11
th
 May 1820, 

the British Royal Navy sloop 

HMS Beagle was launched. It 

was the ship that took Charles 

Darwin on the voyage around 

the world between 1831 and 

1836 that led to his putting for-

ward the theory of Evolution.  

HMS Beagle was one of 

100 ships of its class, known 

as coffin brigs because they 

handled badly and were prone 

to sinking. But its captain on 

Darwin’s voyage, Robert Fitz-

Roy, made some critical 

changes to its superstructure 

and weaponry. 

This was the second voyage of the Beagle; the first had resulted in the suicide 

of its depressed captain. FitzRoy was able to recruit Darwin, who was intending to be 

a clergyman, though he had recently graduated as a naturalist, as someone of a like 

mind who could be relied upon to research geology and natural history ashore. 

The voyage lasted five years instead of the intended two, and Darwin became 

famous after publishing his journal, usually known as The Voyage of the Beagle, 

which was an intriguing travelogue as well as hinting at Darwin’s theories on species. 

The ship itself was believed lost, but in 2004 its remains were thought to have 

been located beneath an Essex marsh. 

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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VE Day – the end of World War II in Europe 

DAY (Victory in Eu-

rope) – was celebrat-

ed 75 years ago this month, on 

8
th
 May 1945, marking the end 

of World War II in Europe. It 

was marked with a public holi-

day. 

The previous day the 

formal act of military surrender 

had been signed by Germany, 

and celebrations broke out 

when the news was released. 

Big crowds gathered in London, 

impromptu parties were held 

throughout the country, and 

people danced and sang in the streets. King George VI and his family appeared on 

the balcony of Buckingham Palace, and Churchill made a speech to huge applause. 

The two princesses Elizabeth and Margaret mingled with the crowds outside. 

Many went into churches to give thanks – and to pray for those still involved in 

the war in the Far East, because the real end of the war, Victory over Japan, would 

not happen until 15
th
 August. At St Paul’s Cathedral there were ten consecutive ser-

vices giving thanks for peace, each attended by thousands of people. 

The celebrations masked the fact that so many had lost family and friends, as 

well as possessions and homes. But for the moment normal social conventions broke 

down, strangers embraced, and love was in the air. 

Tim Lenton  
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Prayer Intentions : May 2020 
 1st  St Philip and St James      Christian Love 

 2nd  St Athanasius            Guidance 

 3rd  4th Sunday of Easter       Sacrifice 

 4th  English Saints and Martyrs    For all who are persecuted  

 5th  Feria                  Christian Unity 

 6th  Feria                  The work of the food banks 

 7th  Feria                  Peace in our world 

 8th  Julian of Norwich          A prayerful life 

 9
th
  Feria                  World Leaders 

10th  5th Sunday of Easter       Rogation Sunday 

11th  Feria                  St Luke’s Hospice 

12th  Gregory Dix             Our local Care Homes 

13th  Feria                  Our young people  

14th  St Matthias              A prayerful life 

15th  Feria                  Charities 

16th  Caroline Chisolm          Archbishop Justin   

17th  6th Sunday of Easter       Spiritual Discipline  

18th  Rogation Day            Our Farmers 

19th  St Dunstan              Our Deanery 

20th  Alcuin of York            Bp Stephen Archbishop of York elect 

21st  Ascension Day          The Church universal 

22nd  Feria                  All in the medical profession 

23rd  Feria                  Ministry and Mission units 

24th  Sunday after Ascension    Our Benefice 

25th  The Venerable Bede       All involved in education 

26th  St Augustine             Those living the monastic life 

27th  Feria                  The homeless. 

28th  Lanfranc                 Our local community 

29th  Trinity 1                Those who have lost their faith  

30th  Josephine Butler          Those exploring vocation  

31st  Pentecost               Guidance of the Holy Spirit 


