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Dear Friends 

I N HER SPEECH to the nation, Her Majesty the 

Queen spoke about empty streets due to lockdown 

and then touched our hearts by saying, “Our streets are 

not empty they are filled with love”. Lockdown has not 

meant an interregnum of helpers.  

Sadly, it has meant empty places of worship. 

Thankfully though, Christianity is not built on mere bricks and mortar, but on the eter-

nal Son of God our Lord and Saviour. Of course, we love our local church and look 

forward to hearing the bells call us to the place where local people have spent life-

times in worship and loving fellowship with one another. Yet, not for a moment, has 

there been an interregnum of the Divine presence. Matthew ends his Gospel with 

some of the last words Jesus said in his farewell, just prior to the Ascension, ‘I am 

with you always,’ (Matt: 28:20) - no matter what, no matter where. 

During lockdown we have celebrated three major festivals, Easter, Ascension 

and Pentecost. The word Pentecost means “Fiftieth”. In the days of our Lord, The 

Feast of Pentecost was a major Jewish festival held 50 days after the Passover when 

the Jews celebrated a Harvest Festival and the giving of The Law on Mount Sinai. It 

was a very popular festival. 

In a crowded to overflowing Jerusalem a small group, of Jesus’ followers, were 

meeting and praying together. They 

probably planned to celebrate this Jewish 

Festival, never dreaming that this day 

would have such a profound influence on 

them or the future generations of Chris-

tians. It had been ten days since Jesus’ 

departure, and in spite of their efforts of 

reorganization, the future must have 

looked bleak; with lockdown in the upper 

room preferable.  

That is, until heaven came down 

and their hearts were full and overflowing 

with joy and the unspeakable love of 

God. The Holy Spirit had come, there 

was no spiritual interregnum.  The 

Church was born; their mission empow-

ered; Jesus had kept his promise. And 

the days of Christ’s incarnation (when he 

walked the streets of Galilee and Jerusa-

lem) would live again through his people, 
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because the Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of Jesus” (Acts 16:7). Like the Jewish Pente-

cost, Christians too celebrated a harvest of 3,000 new converts, baptising them and 

rejoicing in the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Lockdown or not, let us celebrate the day the Holy Spirit came, and the 

Church launched into its saving mission. Neither our churches nor our hearts are 

empty because, as St. Paul reminds us, ‘God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given us’’ (Romans 5:6).  

So, while we cannot meet in our churches, we can rest assured that God is 

with us and we can continue to pray, to meet together online, to call each other and 

to show acts of kindness in the name of Christ, to continue to fill our streets with love, 

joy , hope and peace during this month of June. 

May God bless you all, 

Fr John 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Consecration of Bp Stephen Cottrell as 

Archbishop of York  
 

11am 9th July 2020 

service to be online.  
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Columba of Iona, missionary to the UK 

I N 563 AD ST COLUMBA sailed from Ireland to Iona – a tiny island off Mull, in 

the Western Highlands. He brought Christianity with him. 

Columba (c. 521 -97) was born in Donegal of the royal Ui Neill clan, and he 

trained as a monk. He founded the monasteries of Derry (546), Durrow (c.556) and 

probably Kells. But in 565 Columba left Ireland with twelve companions for Iona, an 

island off southwest Scotland. Iona had been given to him for a monastery by the 

ruler of the Irish Dalriada.   

Why would a monk in his mid-40s go into such voluntary exile? Various expla-

nations include: voluntary exile for Christ, an attempt to help overseas compatriots in 

their struggle for survival, or even as some sort of punishment for his part in a row 

over a psalter in Ireland. Whatever the reason, Columba went to Iona and spent the 

rest of his life in Scotland, returning to Ireland only for occasional visits. 

Columba’s biographer, Adomnan, portrays him as a tall, striking figure of pow-

erful build and impressive presence, who combined the skills of scholar, poet and 

ruler with a fearless commitment to God’s cause. Able, ardent, and sometimes 

harsh, Columba seems to have mellowed with age.   

As well as building his monastery on Iona, Columba also converted Brude, 

king of the Picts. Columba had great skill as a scribe, and an example of this can be 

seen in the Cathach of Columba, a late 6th century psalter in the Irish Academy, 

which is the oldest surviving example of Irish majuscule writing. In his later years 

Columba spent much time transcribing books.   

Columba’s death was apparently foreseen by his community, and even, it 

seems, sensed by his favourite horse. He died in the church just before Matins, and 

it is a tribute to this man that his traditions were upheld by his followers for about a 

century, not least in the Synod of Whitby and in Irish monasteries on the continent of 

Europe. 

Here is a prayer of St Columba: 

Christ With Us 

My dearest Lord, 

Be Thou a bright flame before me, 

Be Thou a guiding star above me, 

Be Thou a smooth path beneath me, 

Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 

Today and evermore. 
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Jesus calming the storm of Covid-19 
The Ven John Barton considers the merits of a dream of reassurance  

T HE BBC ‘Today’ programme that was broadcast on Good Friday included an 

interview with Hylton Murray-Philipson, a survivor of Covid-19. He had been 

on a ventilator in Leicester Royal Infirmary, “reduced to the state of a baby”. 

The programme presenter, Nick Robinson, invited him to describe memories 

of his time in intensive care.  When he said one of the images he had, in a moment 

of great distress and struggle, was of Jesus calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee, 

and he would like to think this was Jesus coming to him and helping him in his hour 

of need, Robinson suggested this was partly because of the powerful drugs he had 

been given, “which play tricks with the mind”.   

Later, Robinson apologised and said he didn’t mean to demean anyone’s 

faith. But what he had said also betrayed ignorance. While it is true that pain-killing 

drugs can cause hallucinations, these side-effects are rarely pleasant. It is not un-

common for patients to become agitated, anxious, confused and even prone to vio-

lence. Their physical pain will have been reduced, but that may have been at the 

necessary cost of mental disturbance; the overriding experience being more like that 

of a storm, than of a sea being calmed. 

Back in the 1960s, it became fashionable for some groups to promote the use 

of illicit drugs because of the temporary sensations they induced. John Lennon of the 

Beatles said he had “such an overwhelming feeling of well-being, that there was a 

God, and I could see him in every blade of grass. It was like gaining hundreds of 

years of experience in 12 hours.”  

In his new book, ‘Morality - Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times’, 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks chronicles the devastating long-term effects of leisure 

drugs.  He includes cannabis, which he calls a ‘gateway drug’, because most of 

those who become serious addicts later, began with it. 

So what was it that Hylton Murray-Philipson actually experienced, when he 

was at death’s door in that hospital intensive care unit? He knew the biblical story of 

seasoned fishermen, fearful of their lives because a sudden squall threatened to 

swamp their boat. Did he recall their alarm because Jesus, asleep in the stern, ap-

peared to be unconcerned at the very moment when divine assistance was most 

needed? Did not his coronavirus-induced distress match theirs?  

The Gospels relate that Jesus woke up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 

"Peace! Be still!" Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. Is that what 

Hylton experienced, too?  He says it was. 
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Archbishop of Canterbury launches free dial-in 

worship phone line during coronavirus lockdown 

T HE Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Justin Welby, has launched a 

free national phone line as a simple 

new way to bring worship and prayer 

into people’s homes while church 

buildings are closed because of the 

coronavirus. 

Daily Hope, offers music, pray-

ers and reflections as well as full wor-

ship services from the Church of Eng-

land at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on  0800 804 8044 – has been 

set up particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period 

of restrictions in mind.  

The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as 

through the Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the 

Christian charity Faith in Later Life.  

Although thousands of churches across the country are now running services 

and prayer groups online while public worship remains suspended, many people – 

especially older people – do not have access to the internet.  

The line also recognises the impact of social distancing restrictions and self-

isolation measures on those suffering from loneliness.  
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‘How long, O Lord?’ – the lament of Psalm 13 

A S WE STRUGGLE with the effects of the global coronavirus pandemic, we 

might echo the words of Psalm 13: ‘How long, Lord? Will you forget me for-

ever?’ It is one of a number of lament psalms, where the psalmist cries out in pain, 

because he feels abandoned by God. In our current circumstances, these psalms 

enable us talk to God about our fears and frustrations, while renewing our confidence 

in Him. What does Psalm 13 say? 
 

Bring your complaint to God: The psalmist brings his pain and questions to God: 

‘How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my 

heart?’ (2). He is open with God about his complaints, despite the anger he feels. 
 

Ask boldly for His help: He goes on to ask for God’s help: ‘Look on me and an-

swer, Lord my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, and my enemy will 

say, ‘I have overcome him…’ (3–4). While avoiding despair (‘there’s no hope’) or de-

nial (‘everything’s fine’), the psalmist is confident in God’s power to deliver. 
 

Choose to trust Him: ‘But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your sal-

vation. I will sing the Lord’s praise, for He has been good to me.’ (5–6). The lament is 

a journey to the point of renewing our trust in God in the brokenness of our life. 
 

The psalms of lament (eg. Psalms 10, 22 and 77) give us a prayer language 

for dark times. They enable us to be honest with God about what is happening to us 

and remind us that God has not abandoned us. He is a God who is both sovereign 

and good.  
 

‘Laments turn toward God when sorrow tempts you to run from Him.’ 

by the Rev Paul Hardingham  
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Lockdown, you and IT 
David Pickup, a solicitor, considers possible saints for IT.  

H OW are you getting on with technology?  The 

coronavirus pandemic has driven hundreds of 

millions of us to use it more than ever, as we sit at 

home in frustrated isolation. 

If you are used to digital meetings and Zoom, it is 

not a problem, but for millions of grandparents wanting 

to see their families, or non-techie people wanting to 

see their friends, it has been quite a learning curve.  So, 

is there a patron saint of computers and electronics and 

all the difficult stuff? 

Some people say the patron saint of the internet should be Saint Isidore 

of Seville, a Bishop and scholar in the Seventh Century who wrote a book 

called Etymologies or The Origins, in which he tried to record everything that was 

known. That seems to be a good basis for sainthood, or at least for the internet. 

Another candidate is Saint Eligius who lived about the same time. He is quite 

busy already as the patron saint of goldsmiths, metalworkers, vets, the Royal Electri-

cal and Mechanical Engineers (REME), horses and those who work with them. His 

main qualification seems to have been his ability to make things.  

My suggestion is Zebedee. No, not the character from The Magic Roundabout 

but the father of James and John.  After all, consider this: “James the son of Zebe-

dee, and his brother John…were in a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 

nets, and He called them. (Matt. 4:21) 

Ok, it is not the internet, but Zebedee knew about mending a net which would 

have had both good and bad stuff all over it.   

Certainly, whenever I get in an IT muddle during this lockdown, I would wel-

come any patron saint that was willing to help me! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldsmith
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JUNE 1940 – a month to remember 
Tim Lenton looks back on the power of Churchill’s speeches. 

J UNE 1940 – 80 YEARS AGO – was a dramatic 

month in the Second World War, and one which 

saw two of the most memorable speeches in Eng-

lish. 

As the evacuation of Allied Forces from Dun-

kirk was completed, recently appointed Prime Minis-

ter Winston Churchill told the House of Commons 

on 4
th
 June: “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall 

fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the 

fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we 

shall never surrender.” 

Surprisingly he did not broadcast it to the nation: it was not recorded until 

1949, “for posterity.” When he spoke, the French had not surrendered, and the idea 

that “in God’s good time” the USA might conceivably have to ride to the aid of a 

‘subjugated’ England actually depressed as many people as it invigorated. 

Two weeks later, on the 18
th
 June, with the battle in France lost, Churchill did 

address the country directly with a rallying call in what must indeed have seemed a 

very dark hour. “The Battle of Britain,” he said, “is about to begin. Upon this battle 

depends the survival of Christian civilisation.” He concluded by saying that if Britain 

were to last a thousand years, people would still say, “This was their finest hour.” 
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Charles Dickens 

Prolific writer with a social conscience 
Tim Lenton recalls one of our best-loved novelists  

P OPULAR VICTORIAN NOVELIST Charles 

Dickens died 150 years ago, on 9
th
 June 

1870. His books include The Pickwick Papers, A Tale 

of Two Cities and David Copperfield. 

He died of a stroke in Gad’s Hill Place, his 

country home in Kent, when halfway through writing 

The Mystery of Edwin Drood. The last novel he com-

pleted – most of them were written in regularly re-

leased parts – was Our Mutual Friend, in 1865. 

He had been born in Portsmouth in 1812, the 

second of eight children. His family were relatively 

poor, and his mother wanted him out at work, so he 

never received a formal education. Nevertheless, he 

edited a weekly journal for 20 years and wrote 15 novels, as well as many other sto-

ries, articles and letters. He was also a staunch social campaigner, particularly for 

children’s rights and education. 

As could be deduced from one of his most loved works, A Christmas Carol, he 

was a firm believer in Christian elements such as compassion and redemption, and 

he loved the New Testament, while having little time for the Old or for organised reli-

gion. His parents were nominal Anglicans. He is said to have wanted his stories to be 

seen as ‘parables’ emphasising the teaching of Jesus. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Right-click 
Tech Support:      “I need you to right-click on the Open Desktop.” 

Customer:             “OK.” 

Tech Support:      “Did you get a pop-up menu?” 

Customer:             “No.” 

Tech Support:      “OK. Right-click again. Do you see a pop-up menu?” 

Customer:             “No.” 

Tech Support:      “OK, sir. Can you tell me what you have done up until this point?” 

Customer:              “Sure. You told me to write 'click' and I wrote 'click’.” 
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Discovering the Great Barrier Reef - the hard way! 

I T WAS 250 years ago, on 11
th
 June 1770, that 

English explorer Captain James Cook discovered 

the Great Barrier Reef off Australia, when his ship ran 

aground on it.  

While the aborigines and the Chinese may have 

found the Reef – the largest structure in the world 

made of living organisms – before him, Cook made 

more of an impact. His ship, the Endeavour, unloaded 

ballast and was re-floated at high tide, but extensive 

repairs were necessary, as well as skill at navigating a 

way out through the labyrinthine coral. 

Cook made extensive journeys to unexplored 

waters, particularly in the Pacific. At an earlier stage, 

when he was charting Newfoundland, he said he intended to go “not only further 

than any man has been before me, but as far as I think it is possible for a man to go.”  

Born in Yorkshire, he worked for a Quaker ship-owning family at Whitby and 

started his sea life as a merchant seaman before joining the Royal Navy. Later he 

attended St Paul's Church, Shadwell, in East London. Although he had six children, 

he has no direct descendants.  

He was killed aged 50 in 1779, during a scuffle with some natives in Hawaii, 

but left a huge legacy of scientific and geographical knowledge. 

Tim Lenton 
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Dandelions! 

M ANY of us actually like dandelions. Their amazingly cheerful colour always 

brings a smile to our faces. The not-so-neat-and-tidy gardeners among us 

can simply enjoy flowers where they grow. 

The name 'dandelion' apparently derives from 'dent de lion' – lions' teeth, ow-

ing to the tooth-like shape of its leaves. There are many different varieties of dandeli-

on, but they all have the toothed leaves arranged in a rosette around the single flow-

ers, each one made up of up to two hundred  [yes, really!] tiny florets on a smooth 

stem, that when picked, releases a milky substance known as latex.  

The golden heads, which close up at night, in wet weather, or if picked to go in 

a vase, give way to the seed-heads we all know as clocks. Who cannot remember 

proclaiming the time as a child, having blown the seeds away, counting each breath 

as an hour? And who, if this happened in the garden, remembers the reaction of a 

parent, or grandparent, to the efficient dispersal of the seeds all over the vegetable 

patch or flower bed! 

In the past, dandelion drinks and concoctions have been valued for their me-

dicinal powers in combating a variety of complaints, and the Victorians used to culti-

vate them in order to fill sandwiches with the young leaves. Fizzy drinks manufactur-

ers still produce a variety known as Dandelion and Burdock, and intrepid wine-

makers can use the flowers to concoct a heady brew.  

The roots, some say, can be dried and ground up for use as a coffee substi-

tute. It is those same roots, long and strong, that our grandmothers would water 

carefully, to the amusement of onlookers, in order to pull them up completely.  

To many of us, dandelions are one of Nature's joys. 
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Planted in the love of the Father 
 

Planted in the love of the Father 

You can grow, dear one, 

You can grow. 
 

Watered by the spring of the Spirit 

His fruit you’ll show, 

His fruit you’ll show. 
 

And when the sun scorches, 

And the thorns threaten, 

And the storms around life’s garden blow - 

Your roots will hold, 

And hold secure,  

Because you’re planted in the love of the Father. 
 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
The historic village of Fobbing:  past, present and an agro-ecological future 

T HE YOUNG FAMILY, of which I am part, have lived 

and worked in Fobbing for approaching 70 years.  My 

Grandfather, Andy Young, and Great-Uncle, Jim Young, 

moved here in 1954.  And the faded sign on the granary (the 

old grain storage building, in black weatherboard on white 

staddlestones) at the top of Lion Hill reads ‘A G Young & 

Sons’ – Andrew Gemmill Young was my Great-Grandfather.  Before moving to Fob-

bing, we farmed just down the road at Corringham Hall, by the Bull pub.  I have per-

sonally been a partner in the business for seven years since moving back home from 

London, succeeding in running the farm from my father, Andrew.  I was born & now 

live at Curtis Farm, and have spent 26 of my 34 years in Fobbing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 - The beautiful old granary at Curtis Farm.  If the inscription on the beam inside is accurate, it 
was built in 1837 

Even in my time Fobbing has altered dramatically.  Many bungalows along the 

High Road have been demolished, with large detached houses built in their place.  

Hursts, the builders’ merchant (and listed building) was knocked down to make way 

for St. Michael’s House and Ewen House.  As a child with a bedroom looking out 

over the junction of Wharf Road, I remember many a rattly builders’ truck trundling 

up and down!  Going back further to when Dad was a boy (brought up in Fobbing 

Hall at the bottom of Wharf Road):  he remembers so few cars about that he could 

sled down the road in Winter with his siblings! 

 

 



United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing June 2020 e-Magazine 

Page 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 - The village store and butchers, on the current location of Ewen House 

Previous to Hursts’ builders’ yard, it used to be the location of the village store 

& butchers (run by the Ewens – as in Ewen House).  The Dans used to run the vil-

lage shop opposite the pub (before them: R Brown; and before him: Alf Wright).  In-

deed, ‘The Post Office’ as it then was, has now been renamed back to its previous 

incarnation as ‘Byron’s Farm’ – and Byron’s farmyard was developed into seven 

houses in the 1970s – Gildborne Close.  The pink house next to the church – The 

Old Bakehouse – used to be a bakery.  There was a haberdashery shop run by Mrs. 

Ewen where Dacia now stands (a couple of doors down from me).  There were also 

brick fields on the farm, and a wharf at Fobbing Hall where ships would come and 

trade, and The Ship Inn near the bottom of Wharf Road (where Charles Dickens re-

portedly started penning “Great Expectations”).  What’s more:  the marshes in Fob-

bing had actually been zoned for industrial, which included being used to tip house-

hold waste!  Lucky that didn’t pan out.  These were 

times when many people in Fobbing not only lived in 

this beautiful village, but also worked and socialised 

here.  Times when there were likely 20+ farm em-

ployees (fluctuating seasonally), versus the one that 

I employ today. 
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Figure 3 – The view, looking North, from the church tower, with Curtis Farm House in the centre.  Taken 
around 100 years ago.  Notice the open space that used to exist at the top of Lion Hill.  Most of the 
residential housing in Fobbing has now obliterated what were once lovely views 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 - The Post Office back in the 1960s 
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Figure 5 - An old map.  Notice just how few dwellings used to exist in Fobbing, and not even very long ago 

Old maps of Fobbing, going back only 100 years, show how incredibly devoid 

of dwellings Fobbing was:  virtually none down the hill from the pub until you reached 

Herd Lane – although there used to be a fish processing factory there!  And going 

from the pub North up the High Road stood very few houses.  Although there was a 

windmill.  Wouldn’t it be tremendous if that still stood today?!  The magnificent Pell 

House, next to the Church, used to be the Rectory (and in the Church grounds was a 

village school).  At some point, the Rectory was sold off by the Church Commission-

ers and when Paul O’Nion purchased it in the 2000s, he understandably converted 

the property into several flats, since a mansion such as Pell House, listed as it is, 

would be a difficult building to make sense of today. 
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Figure 6 - The Rectory, now Pell House, back when it was owned by the Church 

My point in describing all this rich history of Fobbing is to explain just how var-

ied the use of the village has been over the centuries.  Centuries where this village 

has had just a few constants – such as our 1,000+ year old church.  St Michael’s 

Church rings its bells for campanology practice every Friday evening (I had heard 

rumour that this is now curtailed to fortnightly practice due to a noise complaint).  I 

can’t say that I loved being kept awake every Friday evening as a child, but as an 

adult I delight in that weekly aural ritual.  Another constant is the pub.  Brett has done 

a brilliant job in turning the White Lion around into a thriving business for us all to 

congregate.  And I sincerely hope that soon enough we will all be able to muster 

again, pint in hand. 
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Figure 7 - The view looking down Lion Hill.  That is The White Lion on the right.  The landscape of Fob-
bing was much more open 100 or so years ago 

Fobbing has gone through times of change, and will continue to do so.  I fer-

vently believe this is something we should all embrace.  I have been spurred to write 

this article due to the complaints that I receive as the farmer in Fobbing, often around 

the contentious issue of planning.  For anyone who has not seen the notice, I current-

ly have a planning application in for a new barn at the back of my yard – application 

ref:  20/00458/FUL on the Thurrock Planning Portal.  I encourage you all to peruse 

this application and comment as you see fit.  Negative commenters are always loud-

est; consequently if you feel positive about what I wish to achieve in Fobbing, please 

provide a supporting comment on the Thurrock Online Planning Portal. 

This is a modern-sized barn, only just large enough to cope with modern farm 

machinery, and flexible enough to work well for changes in my farming operation:  it 

will store hay and straw for if I increase my cattle herd, and will also store crops and 

machinery.  Additionally, it will function well for packing veg if we end up going that 

direction, and fruit and nuts (trees for which I am establishing at the end of this year).  

It is a critical piece of infrastructure for my business to move forward. 

With Fobbing being predominantly a commuter village, I sometimes get the 

feeling that residents of Fobbing want to live by a farm, but never actually see practi-

cal farming happen.  However a farm isn’t a park.  A farm is a factory for the produc-

tion of food, fibre, ecology and environment.  Sometimes that will mean the farm is 

noisy & smelly, and sometimes beautiful & calming. 

My main intent is to farm ‘agro-ecologically’.  Put simply, this is a way of inte-

grating nature thoroughly into my farming system.  The way I am doing this is by in-
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troducing wild corridors and interconnected pathways for nature to traverse safely 

and flourish.  I farm categorically without insecticides, and with about half the fertilis-

er and pesticides of conventional farmers in the UK.  The ecological and environ-

mental benefits of this style of farming are terrific.  And I am putting all my plans out 

there for the world to read, with numerous articles available on my blog: farm-

inggeorge.blogspot.com.  My Instagram and Twitter are also regularly updated: 

@farminggeorge.  I am not trying to hide anything.  And indeed my phone number 

and email are at the end of this article if anyone wishes to address questions to me 

directly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8 - Agro-ecological farming in action.  I am pioneering the use of novel, low input crops (such as 
buckwheat which is not grown ordinarily in the UK) which have tremendous ecological benefits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9 - 'Population wheat' being grown in Fobbing.  This is a zero-input crop, producing a highly 
nutritious and delicious flour (known as 'YQ').  There are a couple of hundred different strains of wheat 
in this population, leading to a very resilient crop 
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It is essential I make a living.  Without that I wouldn’t be able to remain on this 

farm, and the land would likely end up with a large-scale conventional farmer, farm-

ing with all the intensive insecticides, pesticides & fertilisers in their arsenal; not leav-

ing room for nature to breathe; and undoing the years of hard work I have undertaken 

in building the numbers of birds, small mammals, insects, etc on my farm.  What’s 

more, they would likely have little to no interest in the village of Fobbing itself.  My 

business needs to be economically viable to support my way of farming. 

This is the reason why I have a small number of commercial units within my 

farmyard.  To be clear, this is in the old farmyard at Curtis Farm, with old, low sheds 

and little space to safely manoeuvre the large machinery which farms now operate.  

If I could still have a thriving, financially viable farm without having to share my yard 

with other local businesses, I would love to.  But that simply is no longer possible.  I 

rose-tintedly remember the joy of playing with my three siblings in my yard – some-

thing which is an impossibility for my niblings (aka niece and nephews) now.  What I 

am thankful for is how fantastic the small businesses at Curtis Farm are.  I can’t be-

lieve how incredibly entrepreneurial Fobbing and Corringham are.  Most of my ten-

ants can walk to work, which is fantastic!  Almost like going back to the days de-

scribed at the start where large portions of the village lived, worked and socialised 

within Fobbing, earning & spending their money here.  I have also endeavored to 

ensure that these units look good, and tie in with the traditional aesthetic of my old 

farmyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 - I hope you would agree that the commercial units for small businesses in my yard look noth-
ing like an 'industrial estate' 
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The location of my farmyard in the centre of the village can be problematic.  

Since Fobbing is in the metropolitan greenbelt, I have very limited space to grow my 

farmyard and am restricted to expanding only in and around its current location – I 

cannot simply site a barn at another location on the farm.  Unfortunately this means 

that any farmyard development will naturally attract some objections.  However, my 

intent is that this article goes some way to explain why this development is neces-

sary. 

Figure 11 - Crimson clover, my favourite plant, looking resplendent.  An amazing flower for pollinators 

In farming, and presumably in business generally, a famous quote is often banded about:  
“If you aren’t moving forwards, you’re moving backwards”.  Much as I understand that 
many of Fobbing’s locals would love to keep the village in aspic, I hope that this article has 
helped you understand how much our village has changed over the years, and how change 
can be exciting, vitalising and necessary.  For those who don’t want to trudge through my 
farming manifesto (available at:  https://farminggeorge.blogspot.com/2019/11/
farminggeorges-vision-for-future-farm.html), my plans include a farm bakery to sit along-
side my flour mill.  I am aiming to grow the livestock numbers on the farm, which would be 
farmed to the very best attainable welfare.  And if possible, I am hoping to work with some-
one to have a market garden on the farm too, growing vegetables.  The bakery would obvi-

https://farminggeorge.blogspot.com/2019/11/farminggeorges-vision-for-future-farm.html
https://farminggeorge.blogspot.com/2019/11/farminggeorges-vision-for-future-farm.html
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ously be an ideal spot to retail some of those goods through.  I am also contemplating 
starting a dairy in a small way, with the hope of getting some cheese-makers on the farm.  
Because for me, it sounds awesome to have the possibility of so much ultra local, super 
welfare, delicious and nutritious food all from our lovely little village of Fobbing; something 
we could all be proud of.  With this diverse mix of produce we can create a truly agro-
ecological farm and village; thriving in wildlife and nature and with great social benefits for 
all who live here to boot. 

 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farminggeorge 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New guidance for cleaning St Michaels Church 

T HANK YOU to everyone who diligently cleans 

St Michaels Church, your commitment is very 

much appreciated. 

In preparation for resuming cleaning, after our 

current lockdown, new regulations for churches with 

bats, means we have to follow guidelines on protecting 

ourselves as we clean. 

The guidelines share that when cleaning we have to wear  gloves masks and 

aprons.  In the light of this we have already purchased disposable  gloves and 

masks which are being stored by the cleaning materials. Margaret has also made 

material aprons which can then be washed and used again.  

We will continue to keep you updated if there are any further changes. 

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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Prayer Intentions : June 2020 
 1st  Visit BVM to Elizabeth        Theological writers 

 2nd  Feria                    Elizabeth our Queen 

 3rd  Martyrs of Uganda           For all who are persecuted  

 4th  Petroc Abbot               Mission and Evangelism 

 5th  St Boniface                Total trust in God 

 6th  Ini Kopuria                The Melanesian Brotherhood 

 7th Trinity Sunday              The Church universal 

 8th  Bp Thomas Ken            The provision of foodbanks  

 9th  Columba                 Our local hospices 

 10th Feria                    Peace in our world 

 11th Corpus Christi             Thanksgiving 

 12th St Barnabas                Our Benefice 

 13th Feria                    Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham 

 14th Trinity 1                 Spiritual Discipline  

 15th Evelyn Underhill            Pleshey 

 16t Josephine Butler            Street children of the world  

 17th Samuel & Henrietta Barnett     Social reform  

 18th Bernard Mizeki             Our armed forces 

 19th Sandar Singh              Unity in diversity 

 20th Feria                     Those who are bereaved 

 21st Trinity 2                 Mission and Evangelism  

 22nd St Alban                  Healing and wholeness  

 23rd Etheldredra                Orsett, Bulphan and Horndon  

 24th St John the Baptist          All expectant mothers 

 25th Feria                     The homeless 

 26th Ember Day                 Those preparing for ordination 

 27th St Cyril                  All teachers  

 28th 3rd Sunday after Trinity       Proclaiming our Faith  

 29th St Peter and St Paul          Total trust in God 

 30th Feria                    Fr David 


