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From Revd. Wendy 

A UGUST for many of us this year may not have the 

same focus as it usually does.  All my life August 

has been the time when everything usually stops as schools 

take their summer break, industries had a time of shutdown 

so that family holidays could be enjoyed. Even churches become quieter with every-

one being away enjoying sunny days, rest and relaxation.  

With the last four and a half months of our country being shutdown, our recrea-

tional activities closed and three months with no access to our churches we may not 

sense August as our time to rest this year. We might feel this August we would like to 

be a bit more active and hope we can see a little bit of what we feel is normality. 

Naturally we will have concerns. We can all see the devastating effects the 

current pandemic is having not just on our own country but across the world particu-

larly in countries that were already struggling. It’s heart-breaking to see the pictures 

of malnourished children, those who are living in cramped conditions and to hear the 

number of lives lost. We know there isn’t going to be an instant change and an imme-

diate snap back to how things were. 

Yet in all our worries all our concerns we have to be thankful that small steps 

are being made. Our churches are gradually opening for worship; the world is trying 

to help those in most need. And we have opportunity to try and find a new routine for 

ourselves while at the same time recognising our own safety and the safety of others.   

Even when we know regular routine is still a long way off it’s still good to make 

a start on finding a new routine. The places we love to go, the people we love to see, 

all  need our help and our support to rebuild the routine we so love. The next few 

months possibly years are going to be hard for all of us financially; we know how 

much of a deficit our church and our local businesses have suffered as bills had to 

still be paid which equated to more than income received.    

So let us look at August in a fresh way this year, perhaps be more proactive 

wherever we can, taking those small steps which lead to the bigger steps of the fu-

ture.  

Steps of prayer, praying for all affected all who know their lives are going to 

have to change, steps of faith, in our hopes for routine and steps of trust to help sus-

tain our churches knowing in all the challenges we are facing we have been given 

our moment in time to preserve the past and build the future,  

 

Every Blessing 

Revd Wendy 
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Dominic - the saint who believed in learning 

I F YOU enjoy reading the Bible and in encouraging 

others to have faith in God, then Dominic is the 

patron saint for you. His passion for helping Christians 

to learn and proclaim their faith led him to found the 

Order of Preachers, or Black Friars, because of the 

black cape they wore over white habits. They are also 

known as the Dominicans. 

Dominic was born in Castile in 1170, the young-

est son of the warden of the town and nephew to the 

archpriest of Gumiel d’Izan. Becoming an Austin canon 

of Osma cathedral, Dominic spent seven years as a 

priest, devoted to prayer and penance. In  

1201 he became sub-prior to his community. 

In 1208 the Papal Legate was murdered. It 

sparked a crusade or ‘holy war’ against the Albigensian 

heretics. Dominic worked for reconciliation, refusing to join in the violence and mas-

sacres against them. Instead he used instruction and prayer to woo the heretics 

back, which led to him playing a leading role in founding Toulouse University. That 

became the foundation for his work in establishing the Friars Preachers at Toulouse 

in 1215, which occupied the last seven years of his life. (Three times he refused a 

bishopric, believing that this work was more important.) 

Dominic’s ‘order’ provided communities of sacred learning, with monks devot-

ed to study, teaching and preaching as well as the usual prayer. Dominic believed 

monks should do more than just commune with God; they should proclaim God’s 

love to others. Dominic was an excellent organiser, and soon his order spread rapid-

ly all over Italy, Spain and France. It met an acute need in the medieval church, and 

in time the Black Friars became a pioneering missionary force in Asia and even 

(much later) the Americas.    

Dominic travelled widely from 1216 until his death in 1220. His simple tomb 

was later embellished by Michelangelo, and his usual attributes in art are a lily and a 

black and white dog, which is a pun (Domini canis) on the name of Dominic. The dog 

holds a torch in its mouth as a herald of the truth. 
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We must be determined to be ‘anti-racist’ 

G EORGE FLOYD is the latest in a 

long line of black people who, in 

recent years, have died at the hands of the 

police in America. This has led to a global 

outcry against racism, demanding fairness 

and equality in interpersonal relationships. 

But more than this, justice requires us to 

root out and re-order any system, structure, 

or narrative which privileges white people 

over people of colour and their cultures, norms, and perspectives. 

Many consider racism against black people to be an American problem, but 

Britain’s imperial history has given us our own particular brand. While many white 

people would publicly denounce overtly racist behaviour, many of our systems are 

inherently racist and some people remain willing and conscious participants in them. 

That’s why it’s not enough to check our unconscious biases. We must be de-

termined to be ‘anti-racist’, to work against the status quo wherever it disadvantages 

black people. This is fundamentally theological: affirming the inherent dignity of all 

people created in God’s image. 

In the UK, recent research demonstrates that black children are twice as likely 

to live in poverty than white children. Black people face discrimination in employment 

and health care. They are more likely to be stopped and searched by the police, to 

get sentenced to prison time and to be given longer sentences than white people. As 

a country, we have our own stories of excessive force and of the deaths of black 

people in police custody. Stories that do not end with justice. 

These realities are well-known by black people in the UK, including black 

Christians. Black Brits share the pain of African-Americans suffering under the 

weight of the same sin and injustice, the same racism. 

Yet, the lack of solidarity displayed by many white Christians and leaders has 

deepened this pain. The unity and witness of the church – as an institution and 

through its members in society – depend not just on shared faith, but also on shared 

love and shared burdens. The racial inequities of our churches often fail to speak 

prophetically to the world – this is a week for lament and repentance. 

For those moved to compassion, it’s also a time to listen, learn, and practise 

solidarity with your black brothers and sisters. Action is the way we bring about a 

new world. A world that cares, principally, for the ‘least of these’. 

Selina Stone, tutor and lecturer in Political Theology at St Mellitus College  
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When Christ stood in Trafalgar Square 

I ’M NOT A BIG FAN OF STATUES – but my favourite was the 

life-sized figure of Christ that stood in London’s Trafalgar 

Square during the Millennium celebrations. 

It stood on the square’s previously-empty fourth plinth, going 

almost unnoticed among the surrounding grand statues and with 

Nelson’s Column towering above it. 

The statue, called Ecce Homo (Behold the Man), was built by 

conceptual artist Mark Wallinger and erected in 1999. He explained: 

“I consciously made Him life-size. We are made in God’s image, 

and He was made in our image.  

“So for the statue to stand in contrast to the overgrown relics of empire was def-

initely part of the plan.” 

The figure was made of white marble resin, and depicted Christ standing be-

fore the multitude with His head slightly bowed.  

I found the statue of Christ deeply moving and kept returning to Trafalgar 

Square to stand and gaze at it. 

Because to me, the statue declared Christ’s vulnerability. It stood as a remind-

er that the God of all creation came to earth as a man and lived among us. He gave 

up His life so that we might have salvation. 

There, with London’s traffic rushing by, pigeons coming in to land, and tourists 

snapping photographs of each other, Christ stood unobtrusively. Standing, you could 

say, at the door of our consciousness, and asking to be let in. 

In a BBC interview at the time, the artist said that he wanted the statue to be 

an antidote to the “spiritually empty celebration” then taking place at the Millennium 

Dome in Greenwich.  

It certainly had a deep effect on me. In April 2017, the statue of Christ was 

placed on the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral during Easter. Again, I watched as tourists 

passed by not noticing the figure. It was a modern-day parable in marble resin. 

When the Apostle Paul took a stroll around Athens, he spotted the various 

altars and statues to the Greek gods. He found an altar ‘To an Unknown God’ and 

declared that this was “the God who made the world and everything in it” who had 

made Himself known in Jesus Christ.  

Just as Mark Wallinger took possession of the fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square 

for Jesus Christ – the reason for the Millennium celebrations – so Paul claimed the 

‘unknown God’ altar in Athens for the Christian gospel. 

The Bible has always been wary of putting people on pedestals. It shows us all 

sides of the people it describes, warts and all.  

It tells us that Moses was a murderer, that David was an adulterer, that Paul 
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persecuted the first Christians and that Peter denied Christ.  

But all of us have feet of clay, and few of us deserve to be memorialised for 

centuries in stone or marble. Rather, we are gently encouraged to love God and to 

love our neighbour as ourselves.  

Maybe that’s the best way to make our mark in history. 

Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Talking better with your hands 

D O YOU move your arms about when you 

speak? Probably you do – at least some-

times. Gesturing while we speak has been common 

behaviour for thousands of years, but it has been 

less clear as to WHY we do it.   

Now a study by scientists at the University of 

Connecticut has found that there are changes in the 

size and shape of our chests when we gesture. 

These changes affect our speech in both tone and 

volume.   

Because of the way our bodies are made, our hand movements influence our 

torso and throat muscles and our gestures are tightly tied to amplitude. So, that 

means that, rather than just using your chest muscles to produce air flow for speech, 

moving your arms about as well can add acoustic emphasis and improve your overall 

communication.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The story behind … JUST AS I AM  

T HE HYMN ‘Just As I Am’ must be one of the most famous in the world. It has 

been sung by tens of millions of Christians at Billy Graham Crusades the 

world over, just for starters! Yet it was not written by a professional who was ‘aiming’ 

at a specific market, as many songs seem to be written today. Instead, it was written 

by an artist in Victorian times. 

Her name was Charlotte Elliott, and she was born in Clapham in 1789. She 

grew up in a well to do home, and became a portrait artist and also a writer of humor-

ous verse. All was well until Charlotte fell ill in her early 30s, and slid into a black de-

pression. A minister, Dr Caesar Malan of Switzerland, came to visit her. Instead of 

sympathising, he asked her an unexpected question: did she have peace with God? 

Charlotte deeply resented the question and told him to mind his own business. 
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But after he left, his question haunted her. Did she have peace with God?  

She knew that she did not, that she had done some very wrong things. So, she invit-

ed Dr Malan to return. She told him that she would like to become a Christian, but 

would have to sort out her life first.   

Dr Malan again said the unexpected: “Come just as you are.” The words were 

a revelation to Charlotte. She had assumed that she would have to put her life in or-

der before she could hope to be accepted by God. Instead, she realised that Jesus 

wanted her just as she was - and He would take care of the sin. Charlotte became a 

Christian that day. 

14 years later, in 1836, Charlotte wrote some verses that summed up how it 

had been between her and Jesus that day.  They ran: 

 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 

And that thou bids’t me come to Thee 

O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
 

Just as I am, tho tossed about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt 

Fightings within, and fears without, 

O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
 

Charlotte could not have dreamed that 150 years into the future, her verses 

would be sung by millions of people all over the world, as they responded to the Gos-

pel presented at many great Billy Graham crusades, and made their way forward to 

do just as the hymn describes - to come to Jesus Christ, despite sin and fear and 

doubts, to come ‘just as I am.’ 
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A Prayer Notebook 

I  RECALL when I was 14 years old going to stay on my own with my French 

cousins in the South of France, for three weeks during the summer holidays.  It 

was a brilliant time which I thoroughly enjoyed.  There was a sense of ‘freedom’ be-

ing away from close family and the ability to ride a ‘moped’ legally into the town and 

surrounding area!  I wished it could have lasted much longer. 

However, as the homeward flight crossed over the last of the English Channel 

and British land came into sight, I found myself unexpectedly crying. 

I suspect that when the time comes for us to return to collective worship in our 

buildings that will happen for many of us. 

It’s not that we can put a finger on one specific aspect or another of our gath-

erings or buildings that we so sorely miss – but rather it’s all those parts making up 

the whole. 

One thing that helps me at the moment, is having a Prayer Notebook handy. 

It sounds very grand and holy, but it is just jottings of issues, places and peo-

ple who are in the news or who have asked for prayer. At the back I make a jotting of 

phrases or parts of a reading or prayer that resonated with me at that moment. 

It helps me to be, as well as feel, a part of the body of church as I take my 

place in praying and it also encourages me to look out for the ways that Christ feeds 

me during these strangest of times. 

This month:  Find an unused notebook or fold a few pages together to make 
one.  Cut the edges of the pages like an address book and mark each with: places, 
people in need, family, friends, issues, celebrations, words, etc.  Whatever works for 
you - as large or as little as you like. 

Make a note of news items, things people say in your conversations, com-
ments on what you read and so on. You don’t have to read or write in it every day, 
just when you notice something that ‘grips’ you. Allow God’s Holy Spirit to bring you 
His peace through the process and enable you to pass that on to others. 

The Revd Dr Jo White  
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Atomic bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Tim Lenton looks back on the most awesome weapon ever used  

A TOMIC BOMBS were dropped over two Japanese cities 

75 years ago. This first was at Hiroshima, on 6th August 

1945, when the centre of the city was totally destroyed, and 

80,000 people were killed immediately.  A further 60,000 died by 

the end of the year.  It was the first city in history to be hit by a 

nuclear weapon. 

Three days later the US Army Air Forces dropped a second 

atomic bomb on Nagasaki, killing 40,000 people immediately and 

about 33,000 more by the end of the year. It was the second (and 

last) city to experience a nuclear attack. 

Both cities had military significance, but most of the dead were civilians. Japan 

surrendered to the Allies on 15
th
 August. There is little doubt that a conventional in-

vasion of Japan would have cost many more lives, but there is still much debate 

about the legal and ethical justification of atomic bombing. The Vatican felt that the 

inventors of the weapon should have destroyed it for the benefit of humanity, and the 

Rev Cuthbert Thicknesse, Dean of St Albans, prohibited using St Albans Abbey for a 

thanksgiving service for the end of the war, calling the use of atomic weapons "an 

act of wholesale, indiscriminate massacre”. 

Nagasaki was targeted in place of Kyoto – the original choice – because of 

Kyoto’s historical, religious and cultural significance. It was also where Henry Stim-

son, the US Secretary of War, had gone for his honeymoon. 

Hiroshima was further devastated just over a month later, when it was struck 

by Typhoon Ida. Both cities have been rebuilt, with peace memorials. 

Four years later the Soviet Union detonated an atomic bomb, and the United 

States responded by developing a hydrogen bomb – a thousand times more power-

ful. 
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Whatever happened to Christopher Robin? 
For those of us who loved Winnie-the-Pooh…. By Tim Lenton 

O NE hundred years ago this month, on 21
st
 August 1920, Christopher Robin 

Milne was born. He was the only son of the author A. A. Milne and appeared 

as a character in his father’s Winnie-the-Pooh stories and verses – a role he enjoyed 

at first but later found difficult to handle.  

The characters in Winnie the Pooh were based on his own soft toys or items 

purchased later. The setting was inspired by Ashdown Forest in East Sussex: his 

family owned nearby Cotchford Farm and spent weekends and holidays there. 

His relationship with his nanny, Olive ‘Nou’ Brockwell, was close and contin-

ued into adult life, but when he went to boarding school near Guildford in 1930 he 

was bullied because his father’s work was well known: one poem, Vespers, brought 

him “toe-curling, fist-clenching, lip-biting embarrassment”. 

He married a cousin, Lesley de Sélincourt, in 1948 and opened a bookshop in 

Dartmouth. He was close to his father but not to his mother, Daphne, who did not 

see him during the last 15 years of her life. 

Milne had one child, Clare, who had cerebral palsy. He himself had myasthe-

nia gravis in his later years and died in 1996; he was described by one newspaper as 

a ‘dedicated atheist’. 
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125 years of the Proms in London 

I T WAS 125 years ago this month, on 10
th
 August 1895, 

that the Proms (Promenade Concerts) began in Lon-

don. 

In fact, the idea of promenade concerts went back to 

1838, referring to outside concerts during which the audi-

ence could walk about – but in the form introduced by Rob-

ert Newman at Queen’s Hall in Langham Place, London, the promenaders were 

standing members of the audience, and this usage has persisted. Henry Wood – 

also a talented organist – was the original conductor, and his name became firmly 

attached to the annual series of concerts. He was knighted in 1911. 

The concerts have been sponsored by the BBC since 1927, except for 1940 

and 1941, when there was fear of bombing, and in fact Queen’s Hall was bombed in 

1941, with the concerts moving to their current home at the much larger Royal Albert 

Hall.  

The Proms have now become a huge summer musical festival lasting for eight 

weeks and with many innovations. The Last Night in particular has become a tradi-

tional feature of British life and celebration of Britishness. The Proms have been de-

scribed by Czech conductor Jiří Bělohlávek as "the world's largest and most demo-

cratic musical festival”.  

In the current coronavirus crisis, the Proms will continue, but in a much-

changed form – “not as we know them, but as we need them”, say the organisers. 

:  Tim Lenton  
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Megan Carter recalls: “Whilst looking at the Westminster Catechism, I thought 

a  lot about the opening line ‘What is the chief end of man?’ It is this thought 

that motivated me to write the following poem.” 

The Chief Purpose of Man 
 

How clever man is, he has conquered the skies, 

Reached for the stars and stepped onto the moon, 

But he still does not know why he is here 

Or what is the purpose, or why he was born. 

 

And did it all start with one big bang 

As stars and galaxies burst into space? 

Or was it the hand of a mighty Creator 

Who lovingly fashioned this wondrous place? 

 

Into this world God planted a garden 

And placed man there to enjoy its delights, 

But he soon disobeyed, and sin entered in, 

And so, man was banished and thrust from God’s sight. 

 

How gracious God is, He has reached out again 

To reconcile man and bring him back home, 

Sin’s debt has been paid by the death of His Son, 

To know God as Father is why man was born. 

By Megan Carter 
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Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director writes on the posi-

tive relationship between Science and Christian faith.   

Parable: The Strength of a Seed 

A T THIS TIME OF YEAR we enjoy the 

fruits of our gardens, fields and hedge-

rows: vegetables ripen, crops are harvested, and 

berries begin to show bright among the leaves. 

Much of this growth started with a few seeds in 

spring: the miracle of life coming from small dead

-looking things. There is a league table of long-

lived seeds. The winners so far are from the nar-

row-leafed campion, buried by squirrels in the 

Siberian permafrost over 30,000 years ago. 

When those seeds finally germinated, they became healthy plants that flowered and 

produced seeds of their own.  

The Bible contains many links between seeds and spiritual growth, and the 

parable of the sower is the most famous (in Matthew 13). A person may hear or ex-

perience something of God which has the potential to germinate into a life of follow-

ing Him, resulting in the fruit of others coming to know God too. But things can hap-

pen that snatch that seed away, killing it before it has finished germinating, or chok-

ing its growth.  

What about the knowledge of God that gets trampled, churned too deep in the 

mire of life to receive the warmth and light it needs to develop into faith? Buried 

seeds don’t always die, but they can lie dormant, remaining alive but inactive until 

the earth is turned over. The possibility of that moment of connecting with something 

divine, scrap of knowledge, or snatch of conversation resulting in a changed life may 

seem infinitesimally small, but it’s not zero. The seed may be incredibly tough, just 

waiting for a chance to grow.  

The Gospel narrative plays on the fact that it took a long time for the disciples 

to understand the full implications of Jesus’ teaching: a germination process that took 

many of them three or more years. They could have been discouraged, but Jesus 

was not. I don’t think it’s too much of stretch to draw out of the parable of the sower 

to include the observation that it can take a long time, sometimes decades, for peo-

ple to work their way through the various barriers, sticking points, and phases of for-

getfulness that may keep them from following through on their spiritual experience. 

When we finally receive – or are open to – the encouragement, challenge, or experi-

ence that helps our faith in Christ grow, we can experience the rich fruit of a trans-

formed life.  
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
Harvest prep 

A S I WRITE THIS on 10
th
 July, #harvest20 is most def-

initely approaching.  I am pleased that the wheat 

crops are still holding on.  I had thought that the rain had 

come too late for them, but I am being proved wrong about 

that, which is obviously a good thing – giving more time for 

the ears to swell with grain. 

In preparation for harvest, we have set to cleaning out our grain stores.  The 

last of 2019’s wheat crop was moved off farm (to be made into biscuits instead of 

bread, which is unusual for us) a few days ago, leaving our sheds clear.  It is just left 

now for the professional cleaners to come in and give them a thorough spray.  We 

have also disinfected our trailers, so we are pretty close to being totally ready to get 

the combine harvester rolling. 

I have taken part in a couple of webinars over the last few weeks which have 

been very enjoyable.  The first was with a group called Agricology which I do quite a 

lot of work with.  If you take a look on their website, there is a podcast of the event 

which can be listened to (https://www.agricology.co.uk/resources/getting-started-

agroecological-farming).  The other farmer on this podcast was David Rose, who is 

doing some really tremendous ecological work on his farm, and has a very similar 

outlook to me when it comes to trying to get more people involved in farming. 

The second webinar was part of Oxford Farming Conference 2021.  Due to 

CoViD-19, OFC21 will be a virtual event, and they have started six months early!  I 

was very honoured to have been invited to speak due to the line-up:  Tim Lang, Pro-

fessor of Food Policy at City University; Beccy Speight, CEO of the RSPB; and Joan-

na Lewis, Policy & Strategy Director of the Soil Association.  Obviously a trio of pretty 

heavy hitters...and me!  The session was entitled ‘Towards Greater Self-Sufficiency’, 

to do with how we should be feeding ourselves as a country.  It was a great fun dis-

cussion (able to be viewed here: https://youtu.be/2VWzxeGRFbg), and it was super 

to have a platform to discuss my views on the necessity for hyper-local food hubs as 

a constituent part of food security.  I value this so highly from a policy point of view, 

because it would mean that every part of the country should have a thriving market 

for veg, fruit, nuts, meat, animal products, cereals, other combinable crops and fibre.  

The cool thing being that by each area of the country being so mixed in their farming 

practices, it would produce a farming model where nature would end up being much 

more intrinsic to the farm, rather than secondary – a truly agroecological approach. 

The relaxation of lockdown has been beneficial in enabling me to go and visit 

a couple of friends in other parts of the UK.  I got to see Fred Price 

(@gothelneyfarmer) which was really important for me, since I had a chance to look 

https://www.agricology.co.uk/resources/getting-started-agroecological-farming
https://www.agricology.co.uk/resources/getting-started-agroecological-farming
https://youtu.be/2VWzxeGRFbg
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at some of his heritage wheat varieties and choose some that I want to try here next 

year.  Given my penchant for aesthetically pleasing crops, I was particularly delighted 

to see how striking one called ‘orange Devon blue rough chaff’ was.  It ought to be 

with such a mouthful of a name! 

This visit also coincided with a Zoom call to Steve Jones from Washington 

State University in America.  We were due to visit Steve in June, but this was the 

best-case alternative for this year.  It was so great to see the amazing set up they 

have:  lots of different types of flour mills set up, and so much other fascinating lab 

equipment.  Cooler still was our second Zoom meeting, a fortnight later, where we 

were taken around their incredible plant-breeding plots.  The wheat varieties they are 

working on looked super, but the most exciting thing for me was that as well as being 

judged on how well they worked in the field, they were also judged on taste, and how 

they baked.  I loved seeing that they were also working on new buckwheat varieties 

and populations – I am trying to obtain a seed import licence (which I think will be a 

little tricky) such that I can get my hands on some of this seed! 

Back on British soil, I have been having a few issues with teenagers trespass-

ing in and around the farmyard.  I understand that it is a difficult time for them with all 

their usual haunts closed, however the criminal damage they have been inflicting is 

troubling:  smashing a concrete wall panel on a grain store, opening up sheds and 

breaking into tractors (luckily not causing any damage…) and ripping haylage bales.  

We have dug a very deep ditch with a bund around the recreation ground, and put up 

some barbed wire fencing, plus signs, but they are still getting in – sometimes having 

the gall to walk in through the farmyard!  I do my very best to keep the yard safe, but 

it is still a farmyard and I worry for the safety of those who are not under supervision 

or have not been trained.  I hate to think how much money I have spent on security, 

and how much more still I have to spend. 

With harvest due to start reasonably soon, I would ask everyone to remember 

that there will sometimes be tractors and trailers on the roads – in Fobbing and all 

about too.  Please exercise care when in their vicinity, and take note of their indica-

tors!  I have heard of a great many crashes due to a car overtaking when a tractor 

was turning right into a field.  But most of all, enjoy the change of scenery that occurs 

when harvest happens.  And don’t forget to give me 

a wave! 

 
 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farminggeorge 

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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What am I? 

A  TEACHER gave her young class a lesson on Zoom on the 

magnet and what it does. The next day in a short test, she 

included this question: "My full name has six letters. The first one is 

M. I am strong and attractive. I pick up lots of things. What am I?"  

When the answers were sent in, the teacher was astonished 

to find that more than half her students had answered the question 

with the word: "Mother." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Multiply 

N OAH opened up the ark and let all the animals 

out, telling them to "Go forth and multiply!" He 

began to close the great doors of the ark when he noticed 

that there were two snakes still sitting in a dark corner. 

Concerned, he said to them: "Didn't you hear me? You 

can go now. Go forth and multiply." 

"We can't," said the snakes sadly. "We're adders." 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Guidance for cleaning St Michaels Church 

T HANK YOU to everyone who diligently cleans 

St Michaels Church, your commitment is very 

much appreciated. 

We have now resumed cleaning, after our lock-

down, new regulations for churches with bats, means 

we have to follow guidelines on protecting ourselves as 

we clean. 

The guidelines share that when cleaning we 

have to wear gloves masks and aprons.  In the light of 

this we have already purchased disposable  gloves and 

masks which are being stored by the cleaning materials. Margaret has also made 

material aprons which can then be washed and used again.  

We will continue to keep you updated if there are any further changes. 
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Prayer Intentions : August 2020 
 1st  Feria                   Children of our community  

 2nd  8h after Trinity            Sustenance  

 3rd  Feria                   Those on holiday 

 4th  St Jean Vianney           All called to Ordained Ministry  

 5th  St Oswald               Our neighbouring Parishes 

 6th  Transfiguration            Deeper spirituality 

 7th  John Neale               Hymn writers and musicians 

 8th  Dominic                 Those who preach 

 9
th

  9
th

 after Trinity            Christian Unity  

10th  St. Laurence              Archbishop Justin 

11th  St. Clare of Assisi          St Saviours Priory  

12th  Feria                   The Mothers Union 

13th  Jeremy Taylor             All in the medical profession 

14th  Maximillian Kolbe          All martyred for their faith 

15th  The Blessed Virgin Mary      Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham 

16th  10th after Trinity           Peace and Unity 

17th  Feria                   Our Deanery 

18th  Feria                   Fr David  

19th  Feria                   Discernment 

20th  St. Bernard               The homeless 

21st  Feria                   Little Havens Hospice 

22nd  Feria                   World Leaders 

23rd  11th after Trinity           Guidance  

24th  St Bartholomew            Discipleship 

25th  Feria                   Bishop John 

26th  Feria                    Those who work at the Port 

27th  St Monica                All mothers 

28th  St Augustine              A greater sharing of faith  

29th  Beheading of John the Baptist  Those persecuted for their faith 

30th  12th after Trinity           The worldwide Church 

31st  St Aiden                 Bishop Peter  


