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Clergy 
  

PARISH PRIEST         Fr. DAVID ROLLINS        ( 01375 673074 
ASSISTANT CURATE      Fr JOHN NODDINGS       ( 01375 466811 
ASSISTANT CURATE      Revd. WENDY MOTT       ( 01375 642017 
READER   (Lay Minister)    MR DAVID TWEDDLE       ( 01375 676714 

Corringham Parish Directory 
CHURCHWARDENS       MR JOHN HIBBERT        ( 01375 859215 
                  PETER CRAGGS         ( 01375 643749 
 

P.C.C. SECRETARY       PETER HANDSCOMBE      ( 01375 677046 
 

P.C.C. TREASURER       BEV HOWELLS           ( 01375 859744 
 

ORGANIST            DARRYL EAST           ( 01375 857958 
 

ST. JOHNôS HALL        PETER HANDSCOMBE      ( 01375 677046 
 

WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS VESTRY HOUR 7-7.45  Wednesdays at St. Johnôs 
 

Fobbing Parish Directory 
 

CHURCHWARDENS       CHRISTINE MATTHEWS     ( 01375 670465 
                  MRS MO FROOD         ( 01375 360693 
 

P.C.C. SECRETARY       MRS CAROLE HOWES      ( 01375 361926 
 

P.C.C. TREASURER       MR DAVID MOTT         ( 01375 642017 
 

ORGANIST            MR DARRYL EAST        ( 01375 857958 
 

GARDNER HALL         MRS ELAINE EAST        ( 01375 857958 
 

TOWER CAPTAIN        CATHRYN CORNS        ( 01702 533944 
 
 
 

BENEFICE PSR         MRS CAROLE HOWES      ( 01375 361926 
 
 
 

MU BRANCH LEADER     MRS PAM HIBBERT        ( 01375 859215 
 
 
 

WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS  VESTRY HOUR 7-7.45  Wednesdays at St. Johnôs 
 

INFORMATION TO GO ON THE WEBSITE AND QUERIES ABOUT IT 

webadmin@ubocaf.org.uk 
 

The parish Website is www.ubocaf.org.uk 

Articles for the Magazine can be sent to: 

thelinkmagazine1@googlemail.com 
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From Fr. David 

S PEAKING to one of our parishioners today, she reminded me how it important 

it is for all who attend worship or Zoom to hear an up beat message. I think 

that is something which is incumbent on each of us to do, to be  confident and share 

up beat messages with each other. 

During these difficult days we have all appreciated those who bring hope. Can 

I encourage you all to be a beacon of light and hope to someone else.  

Usually the summer is a time for vacations, adventures, relaxing and refresh-

ing. As you know I love a good holiday, and am up for an adventure. I am looking 

forward to my next with sheer excitement, and soon I hope.  Until that happens re-

turning back to church has thrilled me and sneaking to Brighton for 24 hours to stay 

with friends was pure joy. Spending an evening with old friends, laughing was a real 

tonic. Taking a 10.30pm stroll along Hove beach was magical as you can see by the 

photograph. The sense of space  and light really lifted me giving me a real sense of 

Godôs wonderful and beautiful 

creation. 

What is it you are most 

looking forward too?  

Hold on to that dream 

and plan for its execution. I am 

constantly making plans for for 

an excursion later this year or 

next, there are always plans 

bubbling away, it gives me hope 

and something to look forward 

too and the moment the advice 

changes from essential travel I 

will be booking my flight.  

In our recent Sunday 

Gospel readings we have heard many of the parables, Jesus using stories to relay a 

message.  

I was wondering how many of us have family fables, stories used to share ei-

ther family history or a message to each generation. If you have why not pop it down 

on paper, if you're willing to share and send to David for the magazine. Or may be 

you have a favourite place to visit which always lifts your spirits, again are you willing 

to share? 

My visit to South America in 2018 changed my world, I fell in love with a coun-

try Colombia, previously unknown to me. Colombia surprisingly, in my mind has simi-

larities to Romania, yes on different continents, different languages, but somehow 
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similar. In Romania Orthodoxy has fed me spiritually in Colombia the beauty of the 

country and friendliness of the people has led me to become a student of Spanish. I 

am not a natural linguist and to be honest not the easiest student, as i get frustrated 

with myself. My teacher Juan-David is a pilot living in Bogota and is very patient. On 

my last visit I had dinner with him and his girlfriend Alexandra which was a lovely 

evening.  

However both countries and people have spoken to me in a unique way, feed-

ing my soul. 

In this time where vacations and holidays seem a far distant memory, hold on 

to hope for the future, continue to make plans to see family and friends. Be a beacon 

and bring light to all around. My plans for 2020/21 include another visit to Colombia, 

a meet up with my friend Fr Dawid in Poland cancelled from this year, a weekend in 

Romania with Fr Adrian and his family, a trip to friends in California. I think i have run 

out of holiday, oh well there is always another yearéééééé. 
 

As Jesus is always a ray of hope may we all bring hope to one another  
 

From your travel addicted priest   
 

In assurance of my love and prayers   

 

Every Blessing 

Fr. David 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Has lockdown damaged your eyesight? 

A RE you suffering from ócoronavisionô? It is perfectly possible. 

Lockdown led to many of us staring at our television or computer screens for long 

periods of time. And that could have strained our eyes, warns the College of Optome-

trists. 

By this summer one in five adults in Britain had reported a deterioration in their 

eyesight. Symptoms include blurred vision, difficulty in focussing, and red or painful eyes.   

As one optometrist explained: ñWorking from home, video calls with friends and 

family, watching more TV, time spent looking at your phone ï all that screen time adds 

up. 

The good news is that this is unlikely to cause any permanent harm to your vision.ò 

Nevertheless, the College urges people to get their eyes checked if they feel on-

going discomfort. They also advise that when you are looking at a screen, you rest your 

eyes every 20 minutes, blink regularly, use eye drops, position your screen below eye 

level and increase the size of the text. 
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St Mary's Roof Appeal update August 2020 

F OLLOWING a period of inactivity during the winter and the early part of the 

Pandemic in 2020, our contractors returned and the Roof repairs were com-

pleted in early July, we then had our Nave ceiling repaired and the church has now 

reopened for worship. 

I would like to use this opportunity to thank the small team from within the con-

gregation who have assisted in raising funds and preparing for the reopening.  

Our Architect and the Contractors have been incredibly supportive through-

out.  

None of which would be possible without the support of all who supported us 

financially  

 
Friends of Essex Churches  

Garfield Weston Foundation  

All Churches Trust  

Local Fundraising Activities  

Many local individuals who bought a Tag a Tile or made a donation.  

 
A huge heartfelt thanks to all who have been involved in anyway.  

 
Fr David  
 
on behalf of  The congregation of St Mary's  
 

Fr David Rollins  

United Benefice of Corringham and Fobbing 
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St Birinus ð apostle of Wessex.  Died 650 

D ID YOU ever feel that God was calling you to do 

something big for Him, even though you were not 

quite sure of the details? If so, Birinus is the saint for you. 

He was a French Benedictine monk who in 634 was 

made a bishop at Genoa, and sent by Pope Honorius 1 to ex-

tend the evangelisation of England. (Augustine had arrived in 

Canterbury about 35 years before.) 

Birinus landed at Hamwic, near Southampton. His origi-

nal plan was to evangelise Wessex and then penetrate up into 

the Midlands, where no preacher had ever yet reached. But 

Birinus soon found the West Saxons so pagan that he decid-

ed to concentrate just on them. 

Birinus had little to help him become the apostle to Wessex. So, he simply 

used what he did have: his own two feet and his voice. He wandered around preach-

ing at every opportunity, trusting in God to help him. And He did: Birinus became 

known and respected, and soon a big breakthrough occurred: for political reasons 

the King of Wessex, Cynegils, wanted to convert to Christianity, and he asked Biri-

nus to help him.  

So Birinus instructed and baptised King Cynegils, who was then able to marry 

the Christian king of Northumbriaôs daughter, Cyneburg, and in due course Birinus 

baptised their family as well. 

In return, Cynegils gave Birinus the town of Dorchester (upon Thames) to be 

his diocesan see. It was a perfect location: a Romano-British town right on a road 

and a river, in the midst of a populated area. 

During his 15 years as Bishop of Dorchester, Birinus baptised many people 

and built churches all over the area, with the kingôs blessing.   

Before he died in 650, Birinus dedicated a church at Winchester. It was a 

glimpse of the future: for Winchesterôs growing importance made it inevitable that in 

time it would also become the ecclesiastical centre of the kingdom. 


