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Our last meeting was in March, when Steven Conroy shared his very interesting  

experience in Nepal.  March... six months ago, and shielding, lock-down, masks, 

Rule of Six, furlough, Food Bank, mental health, the science of it, are all terms 

associated with the times we live in. This has not been a very easy time for us all, 

and we hope that you have managed to cope, and have found help when you have 

needed.  Social media has been a huge solace for many of us.  Although this has not 

been the case for so many of us. old fashioned letter writing, and telephone calls 

have been invaluable.  Please do continue to keep in touch with each other in 

whatever fashion you can. 

During this lock-down, I know that our members have been involved in knitting 

prayer squares, meeting at Knit and Natter, with social distancing rules in place.  

Some of us have been knitting at home for friends, machining up scrubs for our local 

Care Homes, and making and selling face coverings for Essex and Herts Ambulance 

Service. We are also going to make face masks with proceeds going to AFIA, and so 

please contact Jenny for further details. It is so heartening to know that we have 

been useful and prayerful.  Let us keep this spirit of love in our hearts and continue 

to find ways of helping each other in prayer and action, where possible.  Do contact 

me with news of your own for our next newsletter. 

We do not have very much Mothers’ Union local news to report, but there is so much 

on a national level, involving us all.  I quote from the MU website,  "Help us say a 

heartfelt “thank you” to families of key workers who have continued to go above and 

beyond to help others during the Covid-19 pandemic. We are gifting activity 

hampers, experience days or short breaks (taking place in 2021) for families of key 

workers to help rebuild connections and togetherness.  We have set up forms for key 

workers to apply themselves and also for people to nominate key workers."  If you 

have internet facilities, do look this up on the Mothers’ Union website, it is easy to 

search for this from your browser.  Here is a wonderful quote from Malcolm Guite: 

All loved and loving, carried to the grave 

The ones who every effort could not save 

Amongst them all those carers whose strong love 

Bought life for others with the lives they gave 

 

On the home front, we have some exciting plans:  First, a Quiz prepared by Quiz 

Master (and Branch Leader) Pam Hibbert, to be returned to Pam no later than 14 

November 2020.  The Quiz will be sent out by post or email on 14 October, so do 

join in.  £1 per entry, and we use Zoom.  Some of us have been using this  for joining 

in on Sundays with St John's.  Details of how to join will follow.  All proceeds will go 

towards AFIA.  You will see that MU is helping Key Workers to have a holiday.   



 
 

 

Second, even more exciting is a Mothers’ Union Christmas Service on 16 December 

at 3 p.m. for our Deanery.  Plans are in progress, but please put this date and time in 

your diary.  If you do not have an internet facility, a complete order of service will be 

sent to you, so join in and sing at the top of your voice and read through the prayers 

and reflections.  Let us know what you think. 

We are nearly at the end of this year, and it is time to consider our tribute 

(subscription) for 2021.  Many of us may have felt that this year has not been worth 

it.  Please think again, we are in difficult times, and our subscriptions help Mothers’ 

Union worldwide. Can we say with other MU Members, “I’m a Mothers' Union 

member because it’s a grassroots organisation with a global vision”?  And so, I quote 

again: 

Mothers’ Union is a global Christian movement working with people of all 

faiths and none to develop communities, strengthen families and advocate for 

change. Why not put your faith into action by joining us as we work together 

for a better world? As a Member or Friend you can: 

 

Strengthen communities all over the world 

Help the most disadvantaged at home 

Shape how we advocate for the rights of families 

Build supportive, loving relationships 

Develop your own relationship with God 

 

We plan to send out a Newsletter each month, and do please send in your 

stories/news/pictures so that we can share with each other. 

 

With love and blessings from all our Committee Members, 

 

Pam 

Branch Leader 


