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From Revd Wendy
Dear Friends;
They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old: age shall not
weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the
morning, we will remember them.

T

HE familiar words of Laurence Binyan’s poem that we
all reflect on and listen to as we begin our act of remembrance on Remembrance Sunday or on Armistice Day.
Along with the recently added Kohima Epitaph ‘When you go
home tell them of us and say for your tomorrow we gave our
today’.
Moving words as we briefly remember the sacrifice, the
devastation, each life precious to all who knew them. We look at the memorials in our
own churches, all the names, many of which Peter has researched and is continuing
to research, everyone before they were lost part of our communities of Corringham
and Fobbing.
Its important to stop and remember. Over the past twenty years I have had the
privilege to often stand next to the tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Westminster Abbey, and to stand at the Cenotaph on a cold
November morning, both of which have very
special significance this year as it was on 11th
November 1920 that the cenotaph was unveiled and the body of the unknown British Soldier placed in the tomb. Lasting memories for
sacrifices made.
As time goes on some are questioning whether we should still be keeping this observance
and we know this year in particular our acts of
remembrance will be very different as communities cannot gather around their memorials
and fewer people are in public places to keep
silence for two minutes at the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh month.
Already special events for VE day, VJ day and the remembering of the Battle
of Britain have been curtailed, so more than ever two minutes of our time to remember is important. The British Legion are asking people to put a picture of a poppy in
their windows so that we can still be united in our focus.
Let us all be united in remembering, however different things around us are.
This year as we have struggled with the pandemic and faced an unseen enemy
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some are feeling that the changes to our lives and society are almost as devastating
as the times we are being asked to remember. In years to come the effects of this
time will also be remembered. Time to reflect like the past 101years where the act of
remembrance has been making present past events and giving thanks for all that
took place. Knowing that in their battles and in ours the calling to mind of the victory
of Jesus in his cross and resurrection takes away all fear and gives us hope for the
future, whatever that might look like..
So in this month of remembrance, let us all keep remembering those who have
been lost and those we have held dear. In these challenging times display the poppy
and be united.

Every Blessing

Revd Wendy

Service Times
Dear All
From October the pattern of worship will be as follows:
Sunday

8am St. John’s and Streamed
9.15 St. Michael’s
10.45 St Mary’s
Wednesday 10am St. Mary’s
Thursday
10am St. Mary’s
Friday
11.30 St. John’s
Saturday
4pm St. Mary’s
Social distancing rules still need to be followed, consequently spaces are limited and
you still need to book your seat.

Fr David
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St. Hilda - Abbess of Whitby

H

Feast Day: 19th November:

ILDA played a key role in the early English
Christian church, and she may even have
been the first to encourage the writing of Christian
poetry.
She was born a princess, into the Deiran
(Northumbrian) dynasty, and her sister became
Queen of the East Angles, with whom the Deiran
had connections.
In those days East Anglia had close ties with
the Gaelic Church, and because of her sister, Hilda
came under that influence. She was actually on her
way to take her monastic vows near Paris when the
Bishop of Lindisfarne, Aidan, called her back to
Northumbria.
Back home, she went into seclusion for a
time, before being sent to be abbess of a religious
house in Hartlepool in 649.
Eight years later, Hilda felt moved to establish a religious community at
Streasnaeshalch (later renamed Whitby). Her community was a royal establishment,
a double monastery (both men and women) and became famous for its learning, with
even five bishops trained there.
Whitby was also, of course, the venue for the famous Synod of Whitby in 664.
With Hilda acting as hostess, the Synod
met to decide upon the date of Easter.
The issue at stake was greater than that,
though, for the decision would sway the
Church in Britain to adapt either the Celtic or Roman traditions. Although Hilda
defended the Celtic church customs, she
accepted with grace the decision of the
Synod to accept the Roman date for
Easter, and she then worked to unite the
Church throughout the land.
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W

When life goes wrong for us

HERE is God when we are hurting? When we are sick or a loved one is
sick, why doesn’t God always answer our prayer for healing? If He has
not answered us, how do we know that He is even there at all?
The words of Alister McGrath* are helpful;
“Experience cannot be allowed to have the final word… the theology of the
Cross draws our attention to the sheer unreliability of experience as a guide to the
presence and activity of God. God is active and present in His world, quite independently of whether we experience Him as being so. Experience declared that God
was absent from Calvary, only to have its verdict humiliatingly overturned on the third
day.
“So – where does that leave us? As with the Cross, it may be that our personal
darkest hour may be also God’s finest moment for us. It may be there that He does
His greatest work in and for us, albeit unseen by us at the time. Thus, instead of letting circumstances consume us, we are to be consumed with God. To that end, we
should pray without ceasing, trust in His sovereignty, and find comfort in His love and
hope.”
•

Mystery of the Cross (Zondervan, 1990)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Soldier’s Prayer
I asked God for strength, that I might achieve,
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health, that I might do greater things,
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy,
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men,
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life,
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for –
But everything that I had hoped for,
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am among all men most richly blessed.

Soldier in American Civil War
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Why do we need Advent?
Many people say:
“I can understand God, but I can’t see where Jesus fits into the picture.”

A

THEOLOGIAN CALLED ATHANASIUS, Egyptian
by birth and Greek by education, gave the answer to
your question 1600 years ago. He said: “The only system of
thought into which Jesus Christ will fit is the one in which
HE is the starting point!”
Once we try to begin with our own human-based attempt at understanding God and the meaning of life – let
alone the place that Christ occupies – we’ll be like the man
who tries to do up his shirt buttons, beginning with the
wrong button. He may hope that it will all work out, and that
the shirt will eventually fit properly, but it never will.
So, you need to begin with Christ, if you want the picture to make sense. He is right there in the Bible, from the
start. All Creation finds both its origin and its fulfilment in Him, its rightful heir
(Colossians 1:15-17). You will notice from Colossians 1:17 that, far from Christ fitting
into our system, we can only ‘fit’ – and thus find coherence and meaning – in His…
or rather, in HIM.
It is through Christ alone that we can know the face of God, and His salvation
in our lives. Jesus is fully God and fully human, Christ – the God-Man – is the perfect
mediator. By His saving death He has bridged the gulf between heaven and earth
(Philippians 2:5-11).
No one else will do. That was the blazing conviction of those first-century
Christians. Beside Christ there was no other name (Acts 4:12). Historically, Christ’s
name claims supreme recognition in all the areas of life that matter most. It happened in the world of worship – where the Druids, ju-ju men, witch doctors, temple
priests and the gigantic gods Mithras, Serapis, Diana, Jupiter and Venus were all
swept away.
It also happened in the world of suffering. When we put the leaders of history
and of thought together, it is quite clear that none of them suffered as Jesus did. In
Him we see God incarnate, living among us, loving, suffering, dying and reclaiming.
This fact alone is enough to explain the beginning of hospitals in our world. They
were never begun by a state department. They owe their origin to the influence of
Christ, and reflect His compassion.
It happened in the world of creativity. Christ has inspired symphonies, paintings, soaring architectures and enduring literature. Take Christ away, and the writings of Shakespeare would be meaningless. Atheism, by its very nature, could never
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have this impact, for atheism has no wings.
It happened in the world of eternity. The pre-Christian epitaphs say it all: ‘I was
not, I was born, I lived, I am not, that is all’. ‘Guesswork is over all’, Xenophanes had
written. Into that world exploded the message of Christ, bodily raised from death,
never to die again. That message alone is enough to change our view of the entire
universe. The universe itself only fits because of Christ.

By the Revd Richard Bewes, a former Rector of All Souls Langham Place, London.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The unsung heroes who help us say goodbye
The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former communications director for the CofE, considers the work of funeral directors during the pandemic.

N

O ONE LIKES to talk about death. Especially during a pandemic that’s impacting
everyone on the planet. And yet for some people,
death is their life’s work. It’s their vocation.
In fact, helping bereaved families and
friends say a personal goodbye to their loved
ones is what motivates them, day after day.
They are the funeral directors and the
staffs of our local crematoria and cemeteries. Often forgotten or out of mind, the men and women who arrange and service funerals
perform a vital role.
Vicars and other ministers of religion work closely with these key workers. We
see the care they take to help families arrange the funerals they want for their loved
ones. We see the strict health regulations they have had to follow during this pandemic and the increased pressures on them. We see the long hours and dedication.
Yet, after one funeral, an undertaker confided to me how useless he felt while
NHS staff were at the frontline of fighting coronavirus. I replied that what he did was
essential too, and massively important during these difficult days.
Another undertaker told me how he helped families cope with the restrictions
on the numbers of mourners at funerals, currently set at 30. He had slowly driven his
hearse past golf clubs, pubs and old people’s homes where friends – unable to attend the services – had said their goodbyes.
In the funerals I have taken during the pandemic, I have been much impressed
by the care and sensitivity shown by funeral directors and crematorium staff. Often,
while they have been under much stress themselves.
I applaud the way that crematoria have made it easier for mourners who cannot attend funerals to view the services via the internet. This seems to have become
common practice across the country. During the pandemic, this ‘optional extra’ has
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become a key part of the service.
The feedback I have had from mourners watching from just outside the chapel,
or across the world, has been very positive.
Christian ministers work closely with the bereaved family and the funeral director to ensure each funeral is very personal to the deceased, and an occasion they
will remember long after the day has passed.
We want to bring a message of hope at funerals. I like to say that love never
dies, and that the love we have for someone goes on beyond the grave.
As the funeral section on the Church of England website states:
“When someone dies, although we can’t see the person we love anymore, Christians believe that through the cross and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, we will see that person again. It might be in a very different form, in a
very different way, but that is the Christian hope, and that is themessage everyone will hear when they come to a Church of England funeral.”
Meanwhile, it’s the care of undertakers and all those who arrange and conduct
funerals that help us say our goodbyes.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I

‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover’
The beginning of the permissive society?

T WAS 60 YEARS AGO, on 2nd November 1960, that a British jury cleared Penguin Books of obscenity for publishing D H Lawrence’s novel Lady Chatterley’s
Lover. This is often considered the beginning of the permissive society in Britain.
The book had been published before, though not in this country. But the law
had changed with the passing of Roy Jenkins’ Obscene Publications Act 1959. This
made it possible for publishers to avoid conviction if the work in question could be
shown to be of literary merit, despite the use of crude sexual language.
Many prominent authors gave evidence on Lawrence’s behalf, and when Penguin were found ‘not guilty’ the book sold three and a half million copies. One defence witness was Dr John Robinson, the Bishop of Woolwich, who said that while
Lawrence’s view was not Christian, his intention had been to “portray the sex relationship as something essentially sacred”.
Lawrence himself, who had died in 1930, was the son of a barely literate miner
in Nottinghamshire. He himself enjoyed the open countryside and traditional life, saying: “The rhythm of life itself was preserved by the church, hour by hour, day by day,
season by season, year by year, epoch by epoch, down among the people, and the
wild coruscations were accommodated to this permanent rhythm.”

Tim Lenton
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Green grow'th the Holly
A music manuscript from about 1515 and attributed to King Henry VIII
has the words:

T

Green grow'th the holly,
So doth the ivy,
Though winter blasts ne'er so high
Green grow'th the holly.

HE next three verses take us through spring, summer and autumn, so this is
clearly not a Christmas carol, unlike the familiar 'The Holly and the Ivy'. What
may not be known is that holly and ivy are two of the very few native evergreen
trees, and in past times must have been especially popular in providing greenery
during winter months.
With its shiny spiky dark green leaves, holly is surely one of the most easily
recognised trees in this country. Though often bushlike, holly can grow up to ten metres high with a straight trunk and pyramid shape. It is dioecious, meaning each tree
is either male or female, explaining possibly why the one in your garden never has
any berries!
Nowadays we associate holly with Christmas wreaths and garlands, cards and
carols. Pre-Victorian times saw holly branches used as Christmas trees, with the
spiky leaves representing Christ's Crown of Thorns and the red berries as drops of
blood. Holly brought into the house was regarded as protection against evil spirits
and as a refuge for good 'faeries' who would guard the residents of the house in return.
It is interesting to note that where no person or animal brushes by a holly, the
leaves lack all spines except the one at the tip. This includes upper leaves on mature
trees. A bit like people – be nice and they won't be scratchy!
Back to 'Green grow'th the Holly'. The final verse ends:

The God of life can never die,
Hope! Saith the holly.
How wise. Where would we be without hope?
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Named Storms
Deirdre, Angus, Katie, Jake
These are names which trouble make;
Gertrude, Doris, Caroline
Bring us weather less than fine!
Desmond, Erik, Imogen
Storms are named, but only when
Just like one named Abigail
They bring wind and rain and hail!
Barney, Clodagh, and Aileen
What, I wonder, does it mean
Barbara, Dylan, Eleanor
If the choice of name is poor?
Ali, Freya, Callum, Ciara
Does it make things any clearer
Jorge and Hannah, Brian too
If they name one after YOU?
By Nigel Beeton
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A

Family tree

T A DRINKS PARTY at a wealthy golf club, the
conversation turned to the subject of ancestry.
"Of course, we trace our family back to coming over with
William the Conqueror,” observed one lady with satisfaction. She turned to a second woman, who was new to the
club, and asked, "What about you dear? Can you go
back very far?”
"Not very far,” came the reply. “You see, all the early family records were lost in the Flood."

P

Food

EOPLE at my workplace have
started a funny new tradition
where they give names to the food in the
office fridge. Today I ate a sandwich
called Mark, followed by some cake
called Rosie.

Page 12

United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing November 2020 e-Magazine

Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update

T

One agricultural year ends as another begins

HE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER has been a tremendously varied one for me both on and off the farm.
As promised at the end of last month’s article, we did manage
to combine the buckwheat, which I am ecstatic about given
how the weather turned. It wasn’t the easiest combining year
for it though. The crop came in very wet, with a large proportion of green kernels in the grain trailer: hardly ideal.
I promptly tipped the trailer on our blowing floor and immediately set about
levelling the heap to as uniform a height as possible to enable even drying. I then
turned the fan on, and was relieved that the next morning the heap had cooled drastically. I got lucky with the weather that week: lovely hot days to ensure that warm
dry air could pass through the crop and lower the moisture content.
Towards the end of September came the long-awaited arrival of my flour mill!
I can’t begin to describe how simultaneously desperately nervous and incredibly excited I was. And how much of a disappointment that day was… The shipping company should have given me a call about the fact that the pallets were ‘damaged’. But
they didn’t.
In fact when the delivery driver was speaking to me on arrival I assumed he
was just jesting about the state of his cargo. The lorry’s curtain-side was drawn back
to reveal the three pallets: one in tact, one quite badly damaged, and the most important one containing the bulk of my mill virtually non-existent. I could have cried.
The side of one had been driven into by a fork truck, and the mill pallet had been
treated so badly that the mill’s outflow shoot for the flour is crumpled and currently
won’t open.
This is when the fun started though, in attempting to unload the now very
femmer boxes. The undamaged one was a doddle. The fork-damaged one thankfully only contained the light sieve box and some ancillary bits and bobs, so also wasn’t
too much of a challenge. But the final one with the mill weighed a couple of tonnes.
Plus its cargo no longer sat centrally above the pick-up area, so lifting the pallet just
made it want to tip over. What’s more, the pallets had been left outside for a week
(the docket stated that they should have been stored inside) and were made of OSB
construction sheet timber – this is the chipboard style product that you’ll have likely
seen on building sites. It disintegrates in the rain. Marvellous.
There was no more time to be upset, and I quickly rushed back to my house to
pick up my thinking cap.
With a nail gun I reinforced the pallet as best I could with framing timber. The
delivery driver and Paul were also offering a number of helpful suggestions. Finally
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with the aid of a ratchet strap to counterbalance the tipping of the misbalanced cargo,
we were able to gingerly extract the final pallet from the lorry.
On inspecting the pallet contents, I think it is just a matter of replacing a couple
of parts on the mill. So it certainly isn’t the end of the world, but it did really ruin what
was meant to be a super day for me – the result of two years’ research. The mill remains primarily packed for the time being. I have a tremendous amount of work to
do in my mill shed to get it finished, including building a mill room around the mill itself. I am giving myself a deadline of 31st October to get it up and running, although
this is ultra ambitious. I need to extricate myself from my office! But with trees starting to come for my agroforestry planting in November, I really need to get on with it.
With a legitimate farm-based product or two feeling ever closer with my mill’s
arrival, I am very pleased to have settled on my logo design: a crimson clover flower
(my favourite plant) intertwined with an ancient wheat ear. Replete with my tagline:
“Growing for our future”. Thanks very much to Megan Cowell (daughter of Simon
Cowell – a fantastic farmer from the Dengie) for the design.
In the middle of September, I was invited to Chettle Village in Dorset to do
some land management consulting. Chettle Village is a farming estate, just shy of
900ac, complete with a number of houses, a village shop, some beautiful farmland &
woodland, but most important of all: an owner (38 year old Alice Favre) with some
really exciting goals based around the agroecological production of real food (for my
definition of agroecology, check out farmingGeorge.blogspot.com or YouTube.com/
farmingGeorge). I had been invited due to my farming manifesto (also available
online on my blog) detailing my views on a community involved, circular farming business with lots of stacked enterprises.
The event started with a farm tour, hosted by Alice and her best friend and colleague Becky, on the Wednesday afternoon. It was a perfect bright late Summer day
for the walk. The farmland is currently conventionally farmed (under a tenancy which
ends soon), but there were impressive diverse hedges and swathes of gorgeous
woodland. The farm buildings were all on the older side, but with plenty of potential.
A reasonably blank canvas with a wealth of possibilities.
Wednesday evening featured a socially-distanced but delicious dinner, with
plates comprising hyper-local food: venison from
the estate, veg from the village, and Dorset wine. A
lot of wine was consumed leading to some foggy
heads for the next day’s workshopping session! As
we all introduced ourselves before the meal, I was
particularly thrilled to hear the very recognisable
voice of Radio 4 journalist and broadcaster, Sheila
Dillon! She sat next to me for the workshop so we
had plenty of time to chinwag, and hopefully she is
coming out to the farm for a tour in December with
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author Carolyn Steele.
The workshopping day
was challenging and exhausting but in the best possible
way. There were fourteen of
us, all experts in our own
fields
with
unsurprisingly
strong opinions. It is circumstances like this which I love,
where I garner vast amounts
of learning. It is also a superb way to network, and I now have the details of a foresting expert and someone who does outdoor dairying, both critical for my upcoming
plans on the farm in Fobbing.
About a week after this, I visited the ‘wilded’ Knepp Estate in West Sussex for
a guided tour with the owner, Charlie Burrell, and on-farm conservationist Ivan de
Klee. Charlie’s wife, Isabella Tree, wrote last year’s bestseller ‘Wilding’ which I would
thoroughly recommend.
Knepp is a really special and interesting place which was taken out of farming
in the early 2000s and simply left to go wild, with the addition of English longhorn cattle, Exmoor ponies, fallow, roe and red deer, plus Tamworth pigs. Beavers should
soon be joining the fray too, and as an ambassador for the Beaver Trust, this excites
me greatly! We saw most of the animals of Knepp, including white storks which were
reintroduced a few years ago. I really loved just stopping and switching off at various
points on the walk to admire and marvel at nature, and how quickly impressive natural regeneration can occur (the business aspect and tourism is also fascinating).
One of the best things I heard whilst at Knepp is that they are at the initial
stage of beginning a regenerative agriculture farm project, 400 acres in size, attached to the original wilded estate. This really ties with the work I am doing at
home, about linking nature and food production. To learn more about regen ag, the
documentary movie ‘Kiss The Ground’ is well worth watching on Netflix, and if you
don’t mind spending a fiver, ‘The Biggest Little Farm’ available on Amazon is also a
great watch.
The beginning of October featured one of the more unexpected farm walks I
have had recently. I was contacted by a lecturer from Kingston School of Art about
bringing a group of third year architectural students to the farm! They are interested
in the industrial landscape of this part of Essex, and were looking to hear my views
about how I think local micro economies based around food systems could function.
This is the approach that I am attempting to enact with my food hub creation. It was
a challenging and exhausting couple of hours with a very engaged group, but I really
enjoyed it.
My seeding campaign for harvest 2021 started on 30th September, sowing winter wheat into fields that lay too wet last year to have any crop established. And usPage 15
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ing seed that should have been put in the ground last
year! To ensure that these fields remained healthy, we
grew a Summer cover crop instead, and the fields had a
rest for the year. Consequently their soil health is now
excellent. I am keen to see how well this crop will do.
Unfortunately the weather has rather drastically
changed since then, and it was only the single day’s
sowing that was possible! To say “the heaven’s have
opened” is a bit of an understatement with over four inches of rain in just a few days.
A bit of fun for the month of October is that I am the featured farmer for
Agricology (www.agricology.co.uk), who promote ecological farming practices. I
wrote and performed a few videos for them, as well as writing a few bits too. I was
most pleased to finally record a video that I have had in my mind for many months
entitled ‘A Systems Approach To Agriculture’, available both on this site and my farmingGeorge YouTube page. It describes how I have designed my agroforestry system, and the reasons behind those decisions.
On the subject of ecological farming, I have finally submitted my application to
put two fields into organic conversion. This takes two years, so I won’t have a crop
which I can call organic until harvest 2023 (which feels ages away), but it’s so cool to
have pulled the trigger on it. And if everything goes to plan, another one or two fields
will begin conversion in a year’s time.
Contact details:
George Young
07792 508 611
George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
@farminggeorge
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Prayer Intentions : November 2020
st

1
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

All Saints day
All Souls day
Richard Hooker
Feria
Feria
William Temple
St Willibrord of York
Remembrance Sunday
Marjory Kempe
Leo the Great
Bishop Martin
Feria
Charles Simeon
Samuel Seabury

All the Saints of Heaven
All the departed
Teachers of the faith
Those who work with the food bank
The Parish of Stanford
Archbishops Justin and Stephen
For those who are housebound
All who made the sacrifice
For all who serve in government others
Those seeking discernment
Those who mourn loved ones
The Shrine of our Lady at Walsingham
Those exploring vocation
The Parishes of Orsett Bulphan & Horndon
3rd Sunday before Advent Spiritual Discipline
Margaret of Scotland
Our Care Homes
Hugh Bishop of Lincoln All seeking refuge in safer areas
Elizabeth of Hungary
A fairer sharing of the world’s resources
St Hilda of Whitby
All in the medical profession
Edmund
Our Queen
Feria
Charitable workers
Christ the King
Christ’s Kingship
St Clement
Choirs and organists
Feria
All who are seeking work
Catherine of Alexandria Our Church Officers.
Feria
The work of the Air Ambulance
Feria
Bishops John
Feria
For all in our communities
Advent Sunday
Light to shine in the darkness
St Andrew
Discipleship
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