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From Revd. Wendy, 

Dear Friends 

A S WE START 2021, we 

are all longing and hoping 

that this year will be different from 

the one we have just experienced. 

Much has probably changed in all 

our lives; we are all getting used to 

a new sort of normality knowing 

that wherever we are, however, we feel, we are still loved and cared for by God  

Many of us will have found the Christmas season quite different, but we will all 

still have had time to reflect on the coming of our Saviour. We know as a Benefice we 

have tried to share the excitement and joy with others. Fr David’s vision to place na-

tivity scene figures outside St Johns was a lovely witness to the community. Children 

walking past making their parents stop and then telling them about the scene creat-

ing a lovely moment to share.  Adults pausing to take a picture on their phone which 

they then shared with someone else. We may never know how many stopped to 

spend a few brief moments with the one born in the stable as they passed by St 

Johns but our witness and gift of love was appreciated by the community.  

Everyone who viewed the Nativity scene would have noticed that to the left 

were the Magi. Part of the Christmas tableau but remembered for their contribution 

by the Church on the 6
th
 January the Feast of the Epiphany which we as a benefice 

will be sharing on Sunday 3
rd

 January. They arrived and found Jesus the answer to 

their question Where is he? A question some may have asked throughout the chal-

lenges of 2020 and may still be asking. 

In faith and trust we have the hope that Jesus is walking beside us through all 

our challenges he knows the difficulties we have faced the uncertainty there has 

been. Looking to the Magi and their gifts and the celebration we share for them this 

month can give us strength and reassurance.  

Bringing gold tells us that the Magi recognised Jesus as a king. For us Jesus is 

the king of glory the king of peace. Dedicating our lives to him keeping him at the 

centre helps us to recognise Jesus is with us in every scenario carrying us helping us 

through providing others to walk the journey with us. Frankincense so important as 

incense highlights worship and prayer. The magi knelt and adored they saw God in 

the human flesh a God who recognises all our human emotions and will guide us 

through the uncertainties of the time. And Myrrh indicating how the magi with all their 

astrological skills saw beyond the baby’s birth and life, to His death which would se-

cure life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh on the cross and it was a spice used in His 

tomb. God’s love for our salvation Gods love always with us  
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As we embark on this new year let us hold onto 

the love we have through Jesus and be strengthened 

for any further challenges we may face knowing that as 

we kneel worship and adore, we are supported and 

upheld each and every day.  
 

Every Blessing 
Revd Wendy 

Time to prepare for the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity:  18th – 25th January 

T HIS year’s Week of Prayer for Chris-

tian Unity has been prepared by the 

Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Swit-

zerland. The theme, “Abide in my love and you 

shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-

17 and expresses Grandchamp Community’s 

vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity in 

the Church and the human family. 

For 2021, the sisters are inviting church-

es across the world to enter into their tradition 

of prayer and silence that is rooted in the an-

cient traditions of the Church catholic. 

Today the community has 50 sisters, 

spanning different generations, Church tradi-

tions, countries and continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of 

communion.  

Each year Christian Aid provides the ‘Week of Prayer for Christian Unity’ with 

‘Go and Do’ action points for each of the daily reflections – linking into the important 

work of Christian Aid in the relief of poverty and advocacy of justice. 
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers the disappointment of life going wrong. 

Overcoming Disappointment 
‘We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.’ 

(Martin Luther King, Jr). 

D URING this current pandemic, one of the dominant emotions is disappoint-

ment. It comes out of our expectations of life, even as people of faith. The 

life story that we adopt for ourselves is that life should be long and healthy; we can 

become anything we want, and we have perfect families, homes, holidays and retire-

ment! No wonder we’re disappointed when things don’t work out like this, especially 

during the pandemic. 

Jesus tells the story of a wealthy farmer, living the good life (Luke: 12:13-21), 

when God says: 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 

who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' It’s a very modern story, as this 

farmer’s expectations of the future took no account of death or God. Like death, there 

are unexpected moments that interrupt our life story, including illness, redundancy, 

divorce, or the pandemic.  

If we pay more attention to how Covid upsets us, we can discern where we 

have set our hearts. What life story are we really living for? What are our expecta-

tions for work, family and friends, health, God or church?  

At the end of His parable, Jesus offers this challenge: ‘This is how it will be 

with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.’ (21). At the 

beginning of a New Year, are we ready to align our story more to God’s story for us? 

Reflect on Jesus’ parable, asking how God can be at the heart of our life story. 

What words would we like to see written on our gravestone when we die, de-

scribing the way that we’ve lived our life? With God’s help, those words can reflect 

our life today! 
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How many more waves? 

A S THE days are dark, and winter still stretches ahead, many of us find the 

prospect of more restrictions for months to come even harder than when we 

first went into lockdown. 

After nine months of coronavirus, we are emotionally drained. We are finan-

cially drained.  We are lonely, depressed, frightened, and facing deep uncertainty, 

from job losses to health problems to relationship breakdown. We are running out of 

steam, and the virus is still going strong.   

There is a strong parallel in all this with the ancient book of Job and his experi-

ence of loss and pain. Like Job, we are discovering that we are not always entitled to 

health, wealth, and happiness; and like Job our suffering inexplicably goes on and 

on. Like the irritating moralising of Job’s comforters, the constant critique of the me-

dia only seems to make things worse. And, like Job, our minds are incapable of total-

ly grasping the meaning of all this suffering. We need hope. 

Job was deprived of everything, yet even in his despair he never lost his belief 

that God was there. Occasionally an indestructible hope burst forth like a ray of light 

in the darkness of his pain. “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end He 

will stand on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will 

see God.’ (Job 19:26).  

But the truly transformative moment for Job came when, instead of seeing his 

situation in front of God, he finally saw God in front of his situation. Then, even in the 

intensity of his suffering, the greatness of the Almighty eclipsed the problem. That is 

the revelation we need. 

In this sad and weary time lament is therapeutic, and we can be completely 

real with our Father in Heaven. Yet in our lament, the path to rekindling true hope lies 

in the possibility of focusing on the character and immensity of God. Greater is He 

that is in us than the pandemic that is in the world.   

Join in with the ancient words of Psalm 42: ‘Why are you downcast O my 

soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, 

my Saviour and my God.’ 
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Why parking your car is getting more difficult 

H AVE you noticed that it is getting 

harder to park your car? And that 

when you finally do get parked, you can barely 

get the door open enough to squeeze out? 

It is not your fault.  Modern cars have 

grown so big that many drivers now have as 

little as 21cm of room to spare in a parking 

space. 

A recent study has found that the coun-

try’s most popular cars are as much as 55 per 

cent larger than they were in the Seventies, while the standard parking space has 

not grown at all.  No surprise, then, that millions of drivers scrape their cars each 

year trying to park in cramped spaces.   

The biggest grower is the Mini Hatch, which is now 55 per cent bigger and 

takes up to 22 per cent more of a parking space that the original did, back in 1959. 

The Honda Civic of today is 1.8m wide, an increase of 44 per cent. It now takes up 

nearly three quarters of a standard parking bay. 

CarGurus, who carried out the research, has urged the authorities to update 

the guidelines for parking bays. The current size of a parking bay is 2.4m by 4.8m, 

and has not changed in 50 years. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and 

a former communications director for the CofE, considers the New Year ahead. 

Five things I’d like to see in 2021 

I  KEEP hearing people say that 2020 was a ‘year like no other.’ Friends have 

been writing a special journal recording the year, so they can pass it on to their 

grandchildren. Others just want to leave 2020 behind and look to a happier new 

year. 

Both reactions are completely understandable. But I’ve been looking ahead to 

2021 and thinking about the five top things I’d like to see in the year ahead. I wonder 

if you’ll agree with them or not? Maybe you could put together your own list. 
 

Let’s make sure the vaccines are distributed fairly and speedily. Those who 

need the vaccine most urgently should receive it first, with a fair system for ensuring 

everyone else can be vaccinated quickly and efficiently. We need to ensure that eve-

ryone receives the vaccine wherever they live in the world – from the poorest to the 
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richest. Especially, in those parts of the world where there is war, and people are liv-

ing as refugees. 
 

Let’s learn the lessons of the pandemic – not just going back to how life was, as 

quickly as possible. Many of us learnt to appreciate our family so very much more – 

especially when we could not be with them for months on end. We learnt lessons 

about how important our neighbours and local businesses are, how precious our 

NHS, medical researchers, care providers and other frontline workers are. Let’s not 

forget them. 
 

Let’s value nature. Those of us with gardens, or with parks or fields nearby, have 

been massively blessed. I’ve learnt to pay attention to birdsong, to the changing col-

ours of the trees, and how unexpected plants have taken root in our garden. Pets 

have played a major part in helping us endure the lockdowns, especially for people 

who live alone. May we all learn to value the natural world on our doorsteps in the 

year ahead and beyond. 
 

Let’s bless technology.  Without the use of the internet, meeting people ‘online’ or 

keeping in touch via email, Facetime or other technologies, 2020 would have been a 

whole lot tougher. Churches across the country moved their Sunday services online, 

and soon adapted to a different way of worshipping – not the same, but still helping 

us to worship together and see familiar faces. Let’s continue to give thanks for the 

science that made that contact possible in 2020. 
 

Let’s value our church family. Imperfect we may be, like any family. But the 

months without being physically able to worship with them, share communion with 

them, sing alongside them have been hard. I value so much how many churches 

have risen to the pandemic challenge and sought to serve their communities in all 

kinds of ways. May we take all this experience into 2021 and build upon it. 

Whatever 2021 holds for you and all those that you love, I pray that you may 

know the love of God in your life, and be able to pass it on to others. 
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The first man to get stopped for speeding… 

I T WAS 125 YEARS AGO, on 28
th

 January 1896, that 

Walter Arnold of Kent became the first person in the 

world to be convicted of speeding. The speed limit was 

2mph at the time, and a man carrying a red flag had to walk 

in front of the vehicle. But one day Mr Arnold took off at 

8mph, without a flag bearer. He was chased by a policeman 

on a bicycle for five miles, arrested, and fined one shilling. 

Mr Arnold was four times over the rather modest 

2mph limit in the streets of Paddock Wood, near Tunbridge 

Wells in Kent. To achieve this feat today, a driver in most towns or cities would have 

to be travelling at over 100mph, which is probably a bit excessive. 

The speed limit was changed later that same year to 14mph, but there is no 

record of Mr Arnold getting his money back. Nor is there any evidence that he was 

endangering life and limb, which used to be the criterion: the 1832 Stage Carriage 

Act introduced the offence of endangering someone’s safety by "furious driving”. 

Just over 100 years later, the road safety charity Brake reports that male mo-

torists are more than three times as likely as women to having driven at more than 

100mph, because ‘boy racers’ believe they have more talent than the average driver. 

Police have caught one driver doing 120mph in a 20mph zone, another doing 

152mph in a 30mph zone, and one doing an astonishing 180mph on a motorway. As 

Edmund King, AA president, points out: “Generally men have riskier attitudes to-

wards driving than their female counterparts.”   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Martin Luther and the Diet of Worms 

500 years on 

F IVE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, on 3
rd

 January 1521, Ger-

man Protestant reformer Martin Luther was excommuni-

cated from the Roman Catholic Church by Pope Leo X after he 

refused to recant his writings. A few weeks later, on 

23
rd

 January, the Diet of Worms was called by the Holy Roman 

Empire and ran until 25
th
 May.  

This amusingly titled event (Diet means assembly, and 

Worms is a city in the Rhineland) culminated in the Edict of the 

Diet of Worms, which declared that Luther was a heretic, and 
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banned his writings. 

Luther was a monk and professor of biblical interpretation at the University of 

Wittenberg who came to oppose the Church’s corrupt practice of selling indulgences 

for the forgiveness of sins. His 95 theses, which he is famous for nailing to a church 

door in 1517 – though some historians doubt that it actually happened – were based 

on the belief that salvation is by grace through faith and cannot be bought by cash or 

actions, however good. 

Luther was defiant and was supported by powerful princes. He lived until 1546 

and with others brought about the Reformation, though he would doubtless have 

been amazed at the sheer number and variety of different Protestant denominations 

(including various forms of Lutheranism) that would trace their origin to his actions.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Fourth Gift 
The fourth gift they had was 

Wisdom, 

The one they needed for themselves 

And the world. 
 

Wisdom 

To leave the familiar 

In search of a new security 

More precious than the gifts they gave. 
 

Wisdom 

To discover, in the starlit child, 

A significance above 

Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 

Wisdom 

And the eyes of faith 

To receive God’s showing 

Of His Son. 
 

The gifts we read about 

Were three, 

But the fourth gift they had was 

Wisdom. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Happy New Year 
 

(An acrostic poem where the first letter of each line spells out the title of the poem) 

 

Heaven’s gift of another year 

As the old departs and the new is born, 

Plans for a future and a hope 

Preparing us for each new dawn. 
 

Yesterday has gone forever, 

New days and ventures lie ahead, 

Even darkness turns to light 

When we make the Lord our head. 
 

Yielding to the Holy Spirit 

Ever mindful that He’s there, 

As we live our lives before Him 

Rejoicing in His loving care. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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Order 

H APPY to visit his local pub before it closed again, a man found 

himself near two nuns. Eager to talk to anyone after weeks in Tier 

3, he ventured: “What is your order?” (Meaning their religious community.) 

The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and chips.”  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers 

H EROES are not always men or women of action. 

Sometimes the fight for right over wrong can be 

even more powerful when done through words and argu-

ment. 

Hilary was such a champion of the Christian faith. 

Born into a wealthy pagan family in Poitiers in 315, he first 

became an orator of Neo-Platonism. Here he learned how to 

think and argue, but soon he lost confidence in paganism. By 

350, Hilary converted to Christianity. 

Already well known and loved in Poitiers, Hilary was 

made bishop only three years later. His oratorial skills in de-

fence of Christianity were badly needed: it was a time when 

the Western Church was under severe attack. The heresy of 

Arianism, which denied that Jesus was divine, was spread-

ing everywhere. Hilary became the outspoken champion of 

biblical orthodoxy, defending it at both the Synod of Bitterae in 356 and the Council 

of Seleucia in 359. Although briefly exiled to Phrygia in Asia Minor by the Emperor 

for his stand, Hilary continued to defend Jesus’ divinity, and was praised by both Au-

gustine and Jerome as ‘the illustrious teacher of the churches’.  

When Hilary returned from exile to Gaul, there was great rejoicing. He contin-

ued to write many doctrinal and historical works. He also became the first known 

writer of hymns in the Western Church, stressing Trinitarian themes and the unique 

relationship of Christ to the Father. 

There are three churches dedicated to Hilary in England. His feast day begins 

the Hilary Term at the Law Courts and at the universities of Oxford and Dublin.   
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St Felix of Nola, saved by a spider’s web 

W HAT DO YOU DO when you find a large 

spider web in your house? If you ever 

feel some sympathy for the spider who went to all 

that trouble, then Felix is a good patron saint for 

you. He was saved by such a spider, spinning such 

a web.   

Felix had been born to a Syrian soldier who 

had retired to Nola, near Naples in Italy.   When his 

father died, Felix gave his property and money away, and was ordained by St Maxi-

mus of Nola. Felix went to work with him, ministering to the people of Nola.   

Then Decius, the Roman Emperor, began another persecution of the Chris-

tians.  Maximus escaped to the mountains, but Felix was arrested and badly beaten. 

Legend has it that he was rescued – and freed from captivity - by an angel. In any 

case, Felix followed Maximus and found him sick and in need. Felix hid him in an 

empty building, and prayed for God’s protection. The soldiers were out looking for the 

two men, but then a spider arrived at the door of the building where they were hiding. 

The spider spun such a magnificent web across the door that it fooled the imperial 

soldiers into thinking the building was long abandoned. The spider saved Maximus 

and Felix that day, and the two men stayed on the run until Decius’ death in 251. 

After that, the people of Nola wanted Felix as their bishop. But Felix refused, 

and returned to farming his lands; giving the poor most of the food that he managed 

to grow. Though Felix went on to die naturally, he was still thought of as a martyr, or 

‘witness’ because he had suffered torture, imprisonment and privations in the perse-

cution. Felix did not mind: he served a King who was not of this world, and he looked 

forward to a better future life with that King in a new heaven and a new earth. 
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
Hard slog 

T EN YEARS AGO I recall speaking to a good 

friend (20 years my senior and with an high up 

management position in a bank) about stress.  He told 

me that the more advanced in your career you pro-

gress, the more stress you must deal with.  But you get 

better at dealing with that stress. 

The past few years of running the farm have 

demonstrated that I have become personally much more able to deal with that in-

crease in stress, as I add complexity and richness to this farm in Fobbing.  However, 

the one word to describe how I have felt over the past few weeks is harried.  And 

given my relative current adeptness at coping with stress, I hope that gives some 

idea of the level I am dealing with lately! 

A good deal of this is self-inflicted.  What right minded individual would decide 

to start a flour milling business concurrently with a massive tree planting campaign, 

whilst attempting to still keep up with the day-to-day running of a commercial yard 

and farming operation (oh, and adding in a herd of cows too.  More on that later).  

Well, resting on my laurels doesn’t sit well with me.  So, whilst 2020 has been a rub-

bish year for most of the population, I don’t see that as a reason to wallow. 

The mill project is progressing.  Just slower than I had intended.  First fix elec-

trics are happening over the next couple of weekends.  And once I finish the build 

(fingers crossed that the week between Christmas and New Year will enable me to 

do a lot of that) we can get temporary second fix in, and I can start milling.  The rea-

son I say temporary is due to needing to get set up in order to work out all the kinks 

before I lock in the final position of certain items.  I am as ever excited to get the mill 

turning though, and can’t wait for everyone to try my flour. 

When I wrote last month, we had barely got any wheat in the ground.  But on 

the last Saturday of December George Simon from Simtech brought out a demon-

stration seed-drill to the farm for us to trial.  This is genuinely the simplest drill I have 

ever seen.  No hydraulics.  No electrics (save the road lights).  Just a simple rear 

roller linked to a gearbox to meter out the correct rate of seed.  And gravity to drop 

the seed through the pipe to the seeding boot and into the ground. 

Our main seeder, the Cross Slot drill, is a disc seeder:  a disc runs in the 

ground and the seed is placed next to it.  Disc drills struggle in the wet, and ours is 

also afflicted by weight.  The machine itself is heavy, as too is the tractor required to 

pull it.  The Simtech on the other hand requires less horsepower to pull, so conse-

quently a tractor of one third the weight (whilst the seeder is a fifth of the weight of 

our Cross Slot).  And this drill works in the wet! 
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I was so pleased with the trial, where we 

got a few of my heritage wheat varieties estab-

lished, that the following Monday found Dad & I 

near Royston, Cambridge, checking over a sec-

ond-hand machine which I subsequently pur-

chased.  It arrived on farm the next day.  Unfor-

tunately Paul (who works for me) was off ill that 

week, so it was up to me to set the drill up and 

then seed thirteen varying areas of trial wheat 

crops.  All before the expected downpour the next day.  I managed it…just!  I am 

most excited by a couple of trials inter-cropping wheat with winter peas.  The idea 

behind this is two-fold: providing better weed suppression with the peas in the bottom 

of the crop (as well as the peas being able to use the wheat as a scaffold to grow 

up), and also the nitrogen-fixing leguminous peas working symbiotically with the 

wheat to provide more fertility to the cereal, and hopefully increase the protein level 

in the grain. 

Since this trial field of lots of wheat varieties has gone in, it has really rained.  

And I’m getting a little concerned now.  The field is sitting very wet, and if we don’t 

get a bit of a dry spell I am concerned that the wheat I worked so hard to put in the 

ground will just rot.  It is far too early to make that call, and I have my fingers firmly 

crossed for a good outcome.  The opposite would be soul-destroying, since the entire 

produce from this field is destined to go through my mill. 

The Red Poll cattle herd which I so excitedly wrote of previously have been 

genuinely lovely, and their ecological impact (even in the winter months) can already 

be felt, with a plethora of additional flies visible on their dung (all the higher ecological 

chains will follow in the coming years – birds, small mammals, etc).  However, it has 

by no means been plain sailing. 

Two and a half weeks after they arrived here, Dad and I went out to move the 

herd to a new paddock (they are moved every couple of days onto fresh ground in a 

system known as mob grazing).  It was then 

that we realised one of the cows had aborted. 

The next day, Mia from Westpoint Vets 

came out.  We looked at the herd, and she 

had no worries about my husbandry.  It was 

likely just “one of those things”.  She took a 

dung sample to check for worms (which sub-

sequently came back clear), and left me a vial 

to obtain a milk sample for testing. 

The next day.  Another cow slipped her 

calf:  two out of eleven aborted.  This is some 

of the reality of keeping livestock.  But obvi-
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ously the devastating reality.  I 

got the vet out again (Ian this 

time) and he took bloods from 

both cows.  The foetuses have 

since been cremated with the 

knackerman, and APHA (Animal 

and Plant Health Agency) have 

been informed about the abor-

tions (necessary protocol). 

Just a couple of hours before typing this, the results have come though.  The 

most frustrating result possible.  I had hoped it was simply delayed travel-stress 

which caused the cows to abort:  unlikely but possible.  However, the milk sample 

from the first cow has come back as neosporosis; which likely means the same is 

true of the second cow.  I don’t know a whole lot about neosporosis, but it is spread 

by infected dogs through their faeces, and causes cows to abort.  This is likely due to 

the cows coming from Hatfield forest with lots of dog walkers.  But it really hammers 

home to me the importance to dog owners of picking up after their pooches.  It is not 

a just a public inconvenience, but a genuine potential health hazard for dog poo to be 

left about. 

I am very concerned about the health of the rest of the herd.  So in the New 

Year I will run bloods on the entire herd to determine how many are infected.  Unfor-

tunately those which are will not be able to enter my milking herd, but instead will be 

destined for the meat market.  There is a chance they will successfully calve this 

year, but will likely abort in following years, and that is not a risk I can take.  When 

starting out on a new exciting venture this is exceptionally saddening, but I am begin-

ning to see a path though the current strait to a future with a clean, healthy herd. 

So…quite a lot of stress to deal with in the month that contains Christmas!  But 

I chose to add to it by starting my agroforestry project (belts of trees in arable fields – 

my YouTube, @farmingGeorge has a good six-minute explanation of my plans).  The 

big tree planting initiative has been in the works for close on five years now.  It’s fun-

ny how long it takes for some projects to come to fruition!  I am glad it has taken this 

time though, since it has vastly increased in complexity and consequently its out-

comes should be that much more exciting. 

The scale of the project has really made itself clear of late.  Whilst it has been 

this wet, marking out for the tree positions has been considerably more time consum-

ing and exhausting.  And my average daily distance travelled on foot has increased 

from 7km to 15km!  However, it is really happening!  Quinces, plums, apples, pears, 

apricots, peaches, nectarines, damsons, medlars, mirabelles, gages, cherrys, cob-

nuts, blackcurrants, redcurrants, whitecurrants, blackberries, gooseberries, mulber-

ries, tayberries, juneberries, plus a whole host of timber species.  Willow are going in 

after Christmas, and persimmon, Szechuan pepper, almond, pomegranate, walnut 

and a few other species will be planted at some point in the next twelve months!  The 



United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing January 2021 e-Magazine 

Page 17 

effect is going to be stellar.  I really hope I can borrow a drone for an ariel shot! 

Tomorrow (Saturday 12
th
, December) a gang of four workers arrive (plus a 

couple of students from Writtle) to assist with the planting.  But today Mum, Dad 

and I planted 11 quinces (with Paul running ahead with an auger on the digger, 

drilling holes in which to plant the trees); just to make sure we knew what we 

were doing! 

I know we have a super tough week coming up with a tonne of hard work – 

both physical and mental.  But the seismic visual change to the field in question 

(let alone the ecological and environmental changes) will be quite something to 

behold.  I’m sure the effort will be worthwhile in the long run, and I can’t wait for 

everyone to see it! 

Hopefully this article will be published in the Church Magazine in time to 

wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a stupendous New Year.  2020 has been 

such a dreadful year for so many reasons.  But I am buoyed by the possibilities of 

2021.  I am certain it will be a super year.  And I look forward as ever to sharing 

the ongoing changes to my farm in Fobbing, with improved ecology as the central 

value, with you all. 
 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farminggeorge 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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Prayer Intentions : January 2021 
 1st  Naming of Jesus       Peace in our world 

 2nd  St Basil & St Gregory    For all who work in Education 

 3rd  Epiphany            For all who seek Jesus 

 4th  Feria               All who live alone 

 5th  Feria               For Fr David and our Benefice  

 6th  Feria               All involved with the foodbanks 

 7th  Feria               Friends and family. 

 8th  Feria               Church outreach. 

 9th  Feria               The homeless hungry and forgotten  

10th  The Baptism of Christ  For all who will be baptised this year 

11th  Mary Slessor         The Shrine of our Lady at Walsingham 

12th  St. Æelred           Our bishops Peter and John 

13th  St. Hilary            The children of our communities. 

14th  Feria               For all who work in the Health Service 

15th  Feria               The worldwide Church  

16th  Feria               Archbishop Justin  

17
th
  2

nd
 Sunday Epiphany   For Christian unity 

18th  Amy Carmichael       Spiritual Writers 

19th  St Wulfstan           Missionaries  

20th  Richard Rolle         Our Pilgrim Journey. 

21st  St Agnes            For all who work in the emergency services 

22nd  St Vincent           World leaders  

23rd  Feria               Street children around the world 

24th  3rd Sunday Epiphany    Reaching out to others  

25th  Conversion of St Paul   Revelation of truth 

26th  Sts Timothy & Titus     Discipleship  

27th  Feria               A greater readership of the Bible 

28th  St Thomas Aquinas     Prisoners & all in the prison service. 

29th  Feria               Those who grieve 

30th  Charles King and Martyr  Our Queen 

31st  4th Sunday Trinity     All exploring their faith 


