st

Prayer Intentions : May 2021

1 St Philip and St James
2nd 5th Sunday of Easter
3rd Feria
4th English Saints and Martyrs
5th Feria
6th Feria
7th Feria
8th Julian of Norwich
9th 6th Sunday of Easter
10th Rogation Day
11th Rogation Day
12th Rogation Day
13th Ascension Day
14th St Matthias
15th Feria
16th Sunday after Ascension
17th Feria
18th Feria
19th St Dunstan
20th Alcuin of York
21st St Helena
22nd Feria
23rd Pentecost
24th John and Charles Wesley
25th The Venerable Bede
26th St Augustine
27th Feria
28th Lanfranc
29th Feria
30th Trinity Sunday
31st Visitation of BVM
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Christian Love
Christian Unity
Guidance
For all who are persecuted
Retreat Houses
The work of the food banks
For all preparing for ordination
A prayerful life
For those in Poverty
The Way of the Cross
St Luke’s Hospice
Our young people
Sharing our faith
Archbishop Justin
Bishop Guli
The Church universal
Our neighbouring Parishes
Sacrifice
Our Deanery
Archbishop Stephen
Spiritual life
Peace in our world
Guidance of the Holy Spirit
Musicians
All involved in education
Those on Pilgrimage
The homeless.
Farmers
Those who have lost their faith
Spiritual Discipline
Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham
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where they came from). So hopefully it is clear
why I should be so thrilled at seeing my first
dung beetle – a key sign of ecosystem recovery.
I was almost tripped up a few weeks ago
with my cows, since they had an outbreak of
mites, and had rubbed large areas of their coat away to the skin. I was advised
that I should use a pour-on treatment, which happened to be the same sort of
product which would worm the animal and kill any life feeding on the dung.
I asked around a few experienced farming friends, who are farming with
ecology front and centre like me. They advised that the mites were likely just an
issue at this time of year. I was surprised to have the mites since the cows were
outside, but something had allowed them to be infected. I was told to have a bit
of patience and the mites should clear up on their own.
Pleasingly, this is exactly the case. The bald patches on my animals have
all regrown with new hair (albeit still quite short at the moment), and I didn’t have
to compromise on something exceptionally important to me.
It is still imperative that I take worm burden seriously with my herd. We
are managing them for worms by regularly moving the herd (we aren’t quite
moving daily yet, but are getting there), plus we ensure that naturally anthelmintic plants such as chicory, birdsfoot trefoil and sainfoin are present in the paddocks that they graze – this should naturally help kill worms in their guts, and
prevent proliferation of worms. I will also be doing annual egg counts from their
dung.
The regular movement is vital, since it prevents a cow grazing where another has defecated, stopping that cow being infected with the worm. The life
cycle of a worm is around 40 days, so you can’t bring the herd back to grazing a
parcel of land for at least 40 days. But once you get your head around these
management techniques, they are actually pretty simple. And if it means not
having to use toxic chemicals, and the presence of dung beetles, then that can
only be a good thing!
The start of April sees my employee Paul taking a week off. My intention
is to have a somewhat quieter week as a result. That being said, I will be visiting
a couple of farms with the aim of buying a few more cows and a bull, so fingers
crossed for that!
Contact details:
George Young
07792 508 611
George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
@farminggeorge
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est in the event. If anyone wants to know more, please
do email me. Although as a date for the diary, LEAF
Open Farm Sunday will be taking place here again
(Covid-permitting) on Sunday, 13th June.
One of the most exciting things this past month
was a discovery I made whilst down with the cows. As
you do, I was on my knees crouched over a day-old dung pat, interrogating the
life that it held – which is usually just those weird yellow-orange flies which
seem to be perpetually fighting or mating (sometimes both at the same time).
But then I couldn’t believe it… Something that very much to my untrained
eyes looked to be a dung beetle! I can understand why a layperson might not
be especially excited by this, but it is actually one of the most promising signs of
success in terms of the way I am farming. My sighting and picture have now
been confirmed as aphodius prodromus (a dwelling dung beetle) by the
‘DungbeetlesUK’ WhatsApp group of which I am now a member. There’s a
WhatsApp group for everything!
Ecosystems build from the bottom up. You know that your system is
working when you begin seeing a proliferation of larger mammals and birds,
since higher levels of the food web obviously feed on the preceding levels.
Dung beetles feed (unsurprisingly) on dung. So why is it a surprise to have
dung beetles present?
It is commonplace for farmers to worm their cattle and other livestock,
much in the same way that most people also worm and flea their cats and dogs.
In fact many of the commonplace spot-on treatments for dogs and cats contain
a chemical called imidacloprid which is a neonicotinoid insecticide – neonicotinoids have been in the press a lot due to their detrimental effects on wildlife,
yet can be used by untrained animal owners on their which seems somewhat
alarming!
That aside, pour-on wormers (synthetic anthelmintics) for cattle actually
remain in the animal for well over a year (the actual length of time is unknown
and thought to be considerably longer), and the product is excreted out in the
animal’s dung. This dung is then contaminated, and since the insecticide used
is broad-spectrum, it kills any life attempting to consume that dung: namely in this instance dung beetles.
We haven’t used synthetic anthelmintics for five
or six years on the farm. However the type of cattle
Dad previously bought in would have likely been treated for worms at their previous holding. Now that we
have our own herd, we have much greater control over
this (and I know the cows weren’t treated for worms
Page 18
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From Revd Wendy

L

IFE as we know has been very different for the past
14 months, each of us has in some ways experienced uncertainty, isolation and the getting used to some
form of new normality. The road map we have currently been
given has the hope that from the 17th May we can have
more contact with our families, our friends, while at the same time continuing to
have our awareness of safety for all.
I am sure like me one of the biggest challenges has been not being able to
meet together as a church family in the buildings we so love, with all who are part
of our worshipping community or who come and join occasionally for many different reasons. Our efforts with technology have helped to keep our unity and fellowship but coming together to worship is so important as a witness to others.
Showing how all who follow Jesus are called to a life of fellowship, as a family
intertwined with individual faith.
Within our family and our pathway of faith, the month of May provides us
with many festivals and events which can help us reflect on our faith and our fellowship together whether we are together in Church or united together through
technology. 40 days on from Easter Day the ascension of our Lord. Witnessed by
the disciples as their final farewell to his visible presence with them. Left with his
promise of coming to them with a gift, probably still slightly perplexed and beginning to get used to their new normality. Then 10 days later the coming of the Spirit the momentous gift a beginning which changed their lives even more. Concluding at the end of the month with the visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth with the great outpouring of love and welcome for two relatives who had not
seen each other for quite a time.
Each event reflecting emotions and feelings we may have experienced recently. Events
we can think about and share as in our easing
of lockdown and our current journey. With the
words of Jesus as he ascended ‘Remember I
am with you always to the end of the age’. The
charge to go and make disciples helped by the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
The start of the family open to all who
would and who still find unity in knowing Jesus.
Those who awaited the coming of the Holy Spirit
were not socially distanced but they stuck toPage 3
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gether and awaited Gods blessing. They were the called ones, the ecclesia, the
future church.
And when the Holy Spirit came their first reaction was to pray and allow
God to lead them. Face the challenges they had and share with others Gods saving healing and restoring power and love for all. As Peter stood and preached the
first ever sermon to the astonished Jews in the city 3000 were converted.
Knowing Jesus is with us and having our charge to make disciples and
share our faith we can still unite together in prayer and know whatever challenges we have faced or continue to face God wants his highest purpose for us as a
family and individually.
Let us all allow the month of May to be of comfort, strength and hope as
we have reunion and sharing and continue to be a witnessing community to all in
Corringham and Fobbing.

Farming George’s Fobbing Farms’ Update

Love and Prayers
Revd Wendy

Saturday

8th May
7.30pm
Via Zoom
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Dung beetles!

PRING SEEDING for harvest 2021 is finished!
As I write that statement at the start of April I can
barely believe it, given the heinous Autumn and Winter that
we have just gone through. It wasn’t the smoothest seeddrilling campaign. I think the word bitty describes it best,
i.e., we would get one or two fields done, try to move on
only to be hampered either by weather, or the next field simply not being in a fit
state.
However, we got it all done in March, including the peas and the lentils.
And 31st March saw us sowing a small (0.8 hectare) trial of flax for linen, for a
girl I met last year, Rosie Bristow (@straw_into_gold). I’m sure there will be
much more on this flax trial in future articles, and indeed there may also be an
opportunity for some volunteering to rod the crop (rodding means pulling up the
crop, which is one of the steps of its harvest).
With the majority of field work now completed (just the winter bird food
yet to sow), we have had the chance to concentrate on some of my trees in my
agroforestry project. I have done the first formative pruning on most of them
(which is frighteningly severe!), and we have begun staking the trees to ensure
that the root ball of the tree doesn’t move. I do still need to get a gang in to
give me a hand at laying a few thousand weed suppressant mats though…. If
anyone fancies volunteering for a day or two with that, please get in touch.
Lots of the trees have come out into gorgeous bud and blossom now,
which begins to make the project feel very worthwhile. And there is even the
first fruit forming: figs on the tiny fig whips! These trees are far too young to
fruit (I want them to concentrate on rooting and growing for a start), so I will
strip that off, but it is still exciting to see. The aroma from some of the plants is
tremendous too; most especially for me from the blackcurrants – a delicate
smell reminiscent of my childhood when I visited my grandmother.
Talking of agroforestry, the first weekend of May (1 st and 2nd) sees the
inaugural ‘Anglian Agroforestry Farms Open Weekend’. Wakelyns Agroforestry (David Wolfe, Martin’s son) & Maple Farm (Mike Mallett), both in Suffolk, and
Whitehall Farm (Stephen Briggs) in Peterborough are participating too, demonstrating more established systems. Whilst Shimpling Park Farm (John
Pawsey) & Fellows Farm (Ben MacKinnon, also of E5 Bakehouse) alongside
me are showing newly established plantings of agroforestry. It promises to be
an excellent weekend, and we have all been delighted with the uptake of interPage 17
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Forty years ago from Stitchcraft

N ARTICLE PUBLISHED FORTY YEARS AGO in the readers corner
of Stitchcraft magazine was recently shared with us.
It says ‘An enterprising idea of Stitchcraft readers has resulted in a
unique set of communion kneelers being designed and made for St John’s
Church in the Parish of Corringham. The kneelers, six in all, illustrate local
town scenes.
From photographs of Corringham, near Stanford-Le-Hope Essex, Mrs
Moreen Organ drew onto graph paper designs which include the local schools,
shops and examples of agriculture and industry.
The kneelers were worked by Mrs Margaret Day, Miss Betty Willox, Mrs
Moreen Organ and friends Mrs Matthewson, Mrs Valentine and Miss Jiggens,
each contributing their own ideas as to colour and detail.
The design was embroidered in trammed tent stitch in Coats Anchor
Tapisserie wool on tapestry canvas of ten threads to the inch. The complete
kneeler measures 21ft 10 in long by10in wide and 3 in deep. Miss Willox calculated that it contains 455,200 stitches and that over 500 skeins of wool were
used! The cost was raised through local fundraising and from donations.
This splendid kneeler commemorates the 21st Dedication Festival of St
John’s Church and we would like to congratulate all concerned. We have no
doubt that it will give the parishioners pleasure and pride for many years to
come, and may well inspire others of our readers in their designs for Church
embroidery.’
A lovely tribute to the kneelers still part of St John’s today.
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The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham on the challenge of commitment.

O

We Chose to Go to the Moon

N 25TH MAY 1961, President John F
Kennedy announced to Congress that
the United States ‘should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing
a man on the Moon and returning him safely to
the Earth.’
This reflected the United States’ desire to
catch up with the Soviet Union in the space race. Although an extremely challenging goal, it was finally achieved on 20th July 1969, when Apollo 11 commander Neil Armstrong stepped on to the Moon’s surface.
Such a challenging mission required commitment and sacrifice from
many people. What is our mandate, as the people of God in today’s world?
What challenge have we been entrusted with by God that requires our absolute
commitment and sacrifice in these difficult days? When Jesus ascended into
heaven, His last words to His disciples were significant: ‘But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ (Acts
1:8).
Our mission is to be witnesses for Jesus, making Him known in our
workplaces, to our families and friends, as well as the wider community. A
credible witness speaks of what they know personally. What is my story of how
Jesus has changed my life?
However, we have the gift of the
Holy Spirit to empower our witness: ‘you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you’ (1:8). The Spirit enables
us to display the fruit of Jesus’ character
and gifts us to be effective witnesses.
‘We choose to go to the moon in
this decade and do the other things, not
because they are easy, but because they
are hard’ (JFK, 12th September, 1962 at
Rice University).
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Reflected Faith: Hiding, waiting, hoping – FREE!

Alcuin of York, Abbot of Tours, a teacher of genius

A

FTER many long months during the
Covid pandemic we are at last beginning to be able to come together again.
Some countries and some areas of some
countries will be more open than others
and we can only hope, pray and wait for all
of us to be able to be ‘free’ again.
May, in the Church’s calendar, is
supremely the month of freedom.
During the first few weeks we continue to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus and reflect on the Bible stories of those
who met Him after His crucifixion and resurrection.
Then we celebrate His Ascension – Jesus’ return to His Father.
And finally, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the apostles and all
those locked in that Upper Room – with the subsequent birth of His Church.
Freedom indeed!
This last year has for most of us felt like a waiting time to see and hold
friends and family again. We have some understanding of fear and the hope within
us.
What a celebration there must have been when Jesus returned to His Father
– and what a celebration also when the Holy Spirit so powerfully descended.
It is the story of those ’simple’ men who were scared and hiding one day and
the next day bold and outspoken that speaks to me of something outstanding happening.
As I received my anti-Covid vaccination I felt that same freedom from fear.
Not that I would be 100% safe and never ill again, but rather that whatever happened now would be manageable.
This month: Have a think this month about fears that you may have held
inside you in this past year and how you have been able to manage them. Have you
known the Spirit of Our Lord by your side as you have walked these roads? I hope
so, and I hope also that together we can help others to know His reassurance from
fear. Freedom indeed.
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of all people and kindle in them the fire of
your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created, and you shall renew the
face of the earth.

H

ERE is a saint for all primary school
teachers who have a passion to help children learn to read and write.
Alcuin was born near York in about 735. His
family were of noble stock, and they sent him to
York Cathedral School, which had the best teachers in the land. They soon realised that Alcuin had
a genius for learning, and within a few years he
had become master of the school himself. Under
his guidance, the fame of the school grew, with
more pupils and an ever-increasing library.
In 781 Alcuin visited Rome, where he met
Charlemagne, then King of the Franks, who persuaded him to move to Aachen and become master of the palace school – in effect his minister of
education.
Alcuin did a magnificent job – he went on to establish a primary school in
every town and village, and because the teachers were the clergy, he saw to it
that their own literacy and education were improved. But Alcuin did much more
– he set up scriptoria for the copying and preservation of ancient manuscripts,
for which we owe him the survival of many classical authors. He is also credited
with inventing cursive script – or as we know it, ‘joined-up writing’ – as an aid to
speedier copying.
Alcuin also revised the Latin liturgy, wrote nine biblical commentaries,
revised the Vulgate Bible, and supported the orthodox doctrine of the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the Son.
By 796, Alcuin was over 60 and ready to retire. Charlemagne appointed
him Abbot of St Martin’s at Tours, and here, in his declining years, he built up a
model monastic school as he had done at York and Aachen. He died in May
804, but his influence lives on today, and affects hundreds of millions of us – all
of us, in fact, who use joined-up writing!

The Revd Dr Jo White
Page 6
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What did I do with the car?

Julian of Norwich also lived in a time of plague.

S I left a meeting at our church, I
could not find my car keys. They
were not in my pockets. They were not in
the church. Then I thought – I’ve left them
in the car! As I burst through the doors of
the church, my heart sank: the church car park was empty.
With a heavy heart I called the police, confessed that I had left my keys in
the car, and that it had been stolen. Then I made the really difficult call:
“Darling,” I began (I always call her ‘darling’ at moments like this). “Darling, I
have left my keys in the car, and it has been stolen."
There was a little gasp. “You did not have the car. I dropped you off.
Remember?”
My heart sang as relief flooded through me. “Of course! Thank God! Well,
come get me quick – I am already running late... what is keeping you?”
My wife replied with ominous calm: "What’s keeping me? I’ll tell you
what’s keeping me. The police are here. They think I’ve stolen our car...”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

T

Ah – but where are they now?

HE children had been grouped
together around the minister to
pose for the annual Sunday School photograph, and the minister was smiling encouragement.
"Just think how nice it will be to look
at it when you are all grown up,” he said.
“You could point to each other and say:
'There's Jennifer; hope she’s made it as a
solicitor,' or 'That's Michael, hope he’s
made it as a doctor.'"
A small voice at the back rang out,
"And there's the minister – hope he made
it to heaven...”

Page 14

H

How long, O Lord?

OW LONG until life gets really back
to normal, and the pandemic is
brought under control?
If you feel like asking God that, you’re
in good company. This past year has taken
its toll on our relationships, our economy, and
on our collective mental health.
‘How long, O Lord?’ is a question that
has been commonly asked by the Bible’s
poets, as well as many saints down the centuries.
Mother Julian of Norwich, whose feast
day we remember this month, asked the
question back in the 14th century. She was
no stranger to pandemics herself, having suffered from the plague in 1372.
After much prayer and meditation, she was given an answer that has echoed down the centuries. In her ‘Revelations of Divine Love’ she wrote that God
had revealed to her that:
“All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be
well.” “He said not 'Thou shalt not be tempested, thou shalt not be travailed, thou
shalt not be dis-eased'; but He said, 'Thou shalt not be overcome.’”
That is a promise that we can hang on to: all shall be well in the end. But
it is also necessary to add: if it is not well with you today, then it is not yet the
end.
This is a perspective on life that is full of faith, of hope, of trust in the
goodness and victory of God. The psalms are full of it, and always trust in God
for the final outcome.
We can have this perspective, too, and perhaps share it with our neighbours.
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Be kind to each other

Prayer for Pentecost

‘And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose
their reward.’ (Matthew 10:42)

Loving Father God,
Thank you for sending your Holy Spirit;
Your Spirit who knows no restrictions or barriers;
Your Spirit who can reach us and be with us and in us,
wherever we are, whatever our circumstances;
Your Spirit who comforts and heals and empowers us to live with confidence
that, ultimately, all shall be well;
Your Spirit who connects us, through the life, death, resurrection and ascension
of Jesus.
Because of Jesus’ victory over death we have hope and life forever.
Thank you, loving Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

D

URING the Covid-19 pandemic, there have been thousands of shining
examples up and down the country of people going the extra mile to
help the elderly, vulnerable and those at risk. The helpers have been shopping, cooking meals, making regular telephone calls, and checking that needs
are being met. We must sincerely hope that these acts of kindness will continue
well beyond the coronavirus outbreak.
Simple acts of kindness are so important in cementing the fabric of our
society. Some years ago, this thought inspired the following poem:

By Daphne Kitching

A Brighter Tomorrow
There is much we can do just to brighten
This world of all take and no give,
There's a great deal that we can contribute
Through the everyday lives that we live.
By supporting one's elderly neighbours
Or through lending a hand in some way
It's by taking a bunch of spring flowers
To someone to brighten their day.

T

Ascension

O complete Your seamless robe, and so to
complete our faith, You ascended through
the air into the heavens, before the very eyes of the
apostles. In this way You showed that You are Lord
of all, and are the fulfilment of all creation. Thus from
that moment every human and every living creature
should bow at Your name. And, in the eyes of faith,
we can see that all creation proclaims Your greatness.

It's by sparing a few precious hours
In the service of those most in need
It's all about setting a standard
And trying to give others a lead
It’s the way that we tend to treat others
And help and aid folks in distress
It’s the care and assistance we offer
That will set us apart from the rest.
The choice that we face is quite simple
The rewards plain for all to see
‘As you did all of this to my brother
Then’ said Christ, ‘you did it to Me.’

A prayer of Bernard of Clairvaux (1090 – 1153). He was the
main inspiration of the Cistercian Order of Monks.
By Colin Hammacott
.
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100 years of the British Legion

NE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, on 15th May 1921, the British Legion was
founded in the aftermath of the First World War, to provide support to
veterans of the British Armed Forces, their families and dependants.
It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed. More
than six million had served in the war; of those who came back, 1.75 million had
suffered some kind of disability, and half of those were disabled permanently.
Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian Lance
Bombardier Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s unwillingness to
help, and Field Marshal Earl Haig, who had been Commander in Chief of the
British Forces. The Legion campaigned for fair treatment of those who given
everything for their country, and it continues this work today.
In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road, London, with 40 disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. The first Poppy
Day was held that same year. The Festival of Remembrance began in 1927,
and the Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50 years ago – on its golden anniversary.
At first membership of the Legion was confined to ex-Service personnel,
but it was expanded to include serving members of the Forces in 1981.
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David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the challenge of dealing with emails.

Emails - a blessing or a problem?
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same
mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should
not be. (James 3 v 9-10)

I

WONDER what St James would say about emails! He had plenty to say
about how what we say can cause lots of damage. He wrote that the
tongue is a like a spark which starts a forest fire. It is easy to say a thoughtless
thing or inadvertently spread gossip or speculation.
Emails are a great way of communicating. You can send a message to
someone in the same parish or across the world almost instantly. Lawyers always ask, “have you got evidence in writing?” Telephone calls or face to face
conservations are still evidence but it is difficult to prove what was said. Conversations are recorded so you can see the chain of who said what and when.
Emails are quick and free.
Emails can, however, easily be harmful. You can accidentally send a
personal or private message to the wrong person or even worse copy it to lots
of people. It is also difficult to judge the tone of an email, whether it is lighthearted or serious, cross or joyful. When are on the telephone or speaking
face to face it is easier to tell whether the speaker is feeling angry or lighthearted.
Sometimes we need a break. Emails are good but many people find you
can never get away from them and constantly check for business messages
while at home or on leave. Perhaps we should not send emails to the vicar on
a Sunday night while they are watching Strictly. Some discussions are better
face to face, and always double check who you are sending it to or copying to.

Page 9
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Nectar in your garden

Remembering an outstanding astronomer

UR home gardens are
now the largest source of
food for insects such as bees and
wasps in towns and cities.
They yield 85 per cent of the
nectar produced in urban areas,
according to a study published in
the Journal of Ecology.
Three such gardens will generate about a teaspoon a day of
the sugar-rich liquid which is found
in the flowers that the pollinators
drink for energy. A teaspoon of
nectar is the equivalent of more than a ton of food for an adult human, and it is
enough to fuel thousands of flying bees.
One ecologist has called home gardens “pivotal” in promoting biodiversity
in urban areas across the county. Gardens are thought to cover 29 per cent of
the land in urban areas, which is six times the area of parks and 40 times that of
allotments.
The research was carried out in partnership with the universities of Edinburgh and Reading and the Royal Horticultural Society.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Peter’s Plant Stall at St. John’s
Watch the Pew Sheet for Further details
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T WAS 150 YEARS AGO, on 11th May 1871, that
John Herschel – British astronomer, mathematician,
chemist and pioneering photographer – died at the age of
79. Among other things, he named seven of Saturn’s
moons and four moons of Uranus, as well as investigating
colour blindness. He was also President of the Royal Astronomical Society three times.
He was the son of Sir William Herschel, a distinguished scientist who had moved from Germany to Britain
and later discovered the planet Uranus, thus creating a
pronunciation problem that still hasn’t gone away.
Sir John Herschel, himself knighted in 1831, made many contributions to
the science of photography and invented the blueprint. He was also deeply interested in the philosophy of science and pioneered an inductive approach to experiments and the construction of scientific theories.
Between 1834 and 1838 he worked in South Africa with his wife Margaret,
studying and photographing Cape flora as well as continuing his astronomical
interests. It was here that he met Charles Darwin, on his way home in the HMS
Beagle, and had a significant influence on him.
Sir John also developed and backed the use of the impressive Julian day
numbering system in astronomy.

Tim Lenton
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