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From Fr. David
Dear Friends
IT HAS BEEN WONDERFUL to gradually see you
return to church, a church is only a place of worship
in many senses when there are people worshipping.
For others we have to acknowledge that the past 18
months has been life changing. Our prayer for all is that more will be able to
return to church over the coming weeks and months.
We also have to accept that post COVID will continue to be a challenging time for the church and the long term future. We must however remain
positive and continue to look forward especially in how we meet the need of
our existing community and how we can evangelise and bring new people
into our communities.
This month we celebrate both Parishes Patronal Festivals, a great time
to give thanks for the present and the past and ask for Gods continued blessing on our churches and on the communities we are here to serve. These
two services will be a United Benefice services an opportunity to worship together for the first time in many months.
Sunday 5th September St Marys Patronal 10.45 - The only service that day
Sunday 26th September St Michael’s Patronal 9.15- The only service that day
There will be shared lunch following the St Mary’s service and open to
all in the Rectory Garden , just bring something to share (check with Bev
what is required, her number is in front of the magazine.) and following St
Michael’s service there will be Bacon sandwiches and again open to all.
Sunday 3rd October will be our Harvest Celebration, in our Parishes
at both the 9.15 and 10.45 services, there will be retiring collection to support
the BBF project we support in India. On the same day at 4pm will welcome
Bp John Perumbalath, Bp of Bradwell to St Michael’s , to confirm three of our
young people. Please join us.
Both our Curates are coming to the end of their Curacies, Fr John is
actively looking for a new post and Rev Wendy will remain with us and
change her status from Curate to Associate Priest. They have been supportive over these past few months of which I am very grateful. However its now
time for me to take some rest, I shall be taking my first substantive vacation
time since January 2020, I will be away from Wed 6th October and return
Tuesday 2nd November, I hope to go abroad but will base my decision on
the Government travel restrictions at the end of September. I will also take a
week at the end of November to visit my Godson and his family, as he will be
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21 during my visit, in January 2020 they moved to County Clare. That’s my
2020 entitlement sorted! Both Fr John and Rev Wendy will take great care of
you in my absence.
Across the Diocese there is an opportunity to attend some online training “Leading your Parish into Growth” Friday 5th November 6.30-9.30,
Sat 6th 9-1 and Sunday 7th 1-3.45. I would like to encourage as many people as possible to sign up, so please get in touch with me and I can send you
the online link to register.
As a clergy team as the Pandemic continued we all found it harder to
be in telephone communication, however through the weekly mail out and
our online zoom services hopefully you still felt part of our wider family. We
plan to continue to zoom the online service keeping to this new pattern of 1
Sunday service and 1 mid week service alternating between the parishes.
Also you can continue to receive the pew sheet online but we ask that you
make a request to Elaine admin@ubocaf.org.uk for that.
If you need us, we are here for you, please feel free to get in touch our
details are on each weeks pew sheet.
Please join us for our united Patronal Services, and the Confirmation service to support each other and be a sign of a vibrant living
and worshipping Benefice to each other and our Bishop.
with the assurance of my continued prayers

Fr David

Patronal Festivals
United Benefice Services
Sunday 5th September Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St
Mary's 10.45 followed by shared lunch in Rectory Garden.

All are welcome

Sunday 26th September Feast day of St Michael, St Michael's
9.15 followed by Breakfast in Gardner Hall.
All welcome
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: Canon Paul Hardingham considers an urgent problem.

S

Climate Sunday is this month

UNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER
is being designated Climate Sunday, ahead of the UN’s
climate
change
conference,
COP26, in Glasgow during November. How should we approach the challenge of climate
change?
We have damaged God’s
creation: God delights in His creation: ‘God saw all that He had
made,
and
it
was
very
good.’ (Genesis 1:31). However,
we have damaged this world and
impacted people, created in His image. The burning of oil or gas and cutting
down forests is increasing the concentration of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide that trap heat in the Earth’s atmosphere. The global average
temperature could increase by 1.5˚C in 2030, resulting in significant damage
to our planet. Already, increasing temperatures are melting ice caps, raising
sea-levels, changing rainfall patterns and creating extreme climate events.
It’s the 70% of the world’s poorest population who are being impacted most!
Hope is found in Jesus: He has an intimate knowledge of the workings
of creation. ‘For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things,
and in Him all things hold together.’ (Colossians 1:16,17). Our hope for the
future lies in what Jesus has done and continues to do in the world. He is the
one who sustains creation and will bring everything to completion.
An invitation to respond: Simple everyday actions can help to sustain
our planet, including recycling of waste, energy saving and changes in our
lifestyle and diet to help the planet. We can fix our eyes on Jesus, as we pray
for our world for our world leaders, gathering in Glasgow, asking that they
may reach a good agreement for the future of our world.
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The Ven John Barton on God’s search for us.

Let Jesus Christ find you
Jesus said, ’Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.’ John 14:1-6

W

E COME TO CHURCH regularly to meet God. But actually,
God comes to meet us. He comes to us personally though His
Word; and in Holy Communion, Jesus arrives under cover of bread and
wine, saying ‘this is My body; this is My blood’.
The whole Bible is the story of God searching for us, not the other
way round. It begins with Adam and Eve running away and hiding, and
that’s how it continues to this day. But it ends with a dramatic vision of
reunion.
In the meantime, humanity is invited to stop, turn round, and face
God who is in pursuit. ‘Turning round’ is what ‘repentance’ means.
Becoming a Christian is letting Christ find us; being a Christian is
becoming an apprentice in His workforce.
Not long before His crucifixion, Jesus taught His apprentices about
His death - and theirs. “I’m going to prepare a place for you, and I will
come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also.”
When we contemplate dying, it may seem like a journey into the
dark. But we will not go alone. Never alone. As we reach out into the
darkness, Christ is reaching out to us. Just as He has been reaching out
to us throughout our lives, so He is there to grasp us as we breathe our
last. “I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am,
there you may be also.”
For the disciple, death is a union a reunion with Christ. It’s the most natural thing in the world. So, we pray that at
our end, we may reach out into the darkness, to find we are grasped by the One
who has already prepared a place for us.
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Lester Amann considers the lesson of the caterpillar and the butterfly

W

Becoming new

HEN a caterpillar
changes into a butterfly, it’s hard to believe it’s the
same creature. But at both
stages of its life, it has a body
that is perfectly suited to living
in a particular environment.
This insect can help us
understand the afterlife and the
significance of the resurrected
Jesus. Paul, on his journeys,
discovered that some members
of the church in Corinth were
confused about life after death.
So, Paul, wrote a lengthy letter
to them to explain the importance of the resurrection of Jesus, and how it
affects our future existence.
Paul doesn’t mention caterpillars and butterflies but describes a
seed becoming a plant. By just looking at an individual seed there is no
knowing what it is going to look like! But out of its death comes a beautiful
new life form.
Paul points out that all living beings have a body that enables them
to live in a particular environment. There are earthly bodies for living in a
physical world and a spiritual body for living in the heavenly realms. And
so God will give to us a new spiritual body to enable us to live with Him in
heaven.
Of course, all butterflies eventually die, but in our resurrected body
we will not be subject to decay or death. How do we know this? Jesus
said: “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). Jesus pioneered the
way for us. He died on the cross, arose from the grave, and so opened up
the way for all believers in Him to go to Heaven. Thanks be to God!
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David Pickup, a solicitor, considers an all-too-common problem

When someone splashes you
… a land with brooks, streams, and deep springs gushing out
Deuteronomy 8:7

Y

OU have just been to church to get some more parish magazines and take them to the village shop, as they have sold out
again. It is raining hard, and the main road is flooded again. A car
drives through the puddle, soaking you from head to toe. You go home
muttering to yourself, irritated that now you have to change your wet
clothes.
There are worse things in life than being soaked by a car, but it
is not nice, and it could even be an offence. Inconsiderate driving is
defined as driving ‘without due care and attention, or without reasonable consideration for other persons using the road’. A person using the
using a pavement could be included as someone using the road.
The Road Traffic Act 1988 goes on to say: ‘A person is to be
regarded as driving without reasonable consideration for other persons
only if those persons are inconvenienced by his driving.’
If you are soaked, then you certainly are inconvenienced! If you
yourself are convicted of careless or inconsiderate driving, then you
could be fined up to £5,000, and your driving licence endorsed with 3 to
9 points.
Who is to blame for the flood? If a drain or a roadside ditch is
blocked or not repaired then either the owner of the land adjoining the
road or the highway authority, usually a local authority, may be responsible. It may depend on whether the ditch is part of the highway. But
certainly floods on roads can be dangerous: vehicles may try to avoid
the water and then collide with other traffic.
If there is an area near you which regularly floods, it may be
worth contacting the local council or highways department to see if they
are aware of it. Public authorities have limited resources, but it may
help to tell them. As always this is a highhearted guide, and if in any
doubt get advice.
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Anxious neighbour?

I

F YOU HAVE ELDERLY NEIGHBOURS who are on their own, it is worth bearing in mind that many of them will have been hit by pandemic anxiety. They may
feel frightened to leave their homes.
Such is the finding of a recent study by the University of Cambridge and
Imperial College London into the effects of the pandemic on the elderly.
So, any act of neighbourly kindness on your part may be most welcome.
Helpful jobs such as tidying the garden, doing some shopping, running errands,
and simply sitting outside with them over a cup of tea might be greatly appreciated.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

W

In praise of motorway services

HAT have you got in common with the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and
Eric Clapton?
You have all visited the Watford Gap Services on your way up or down the
M1.
Back in the early 1960s, the M1 transformed the way that bands could
travel, and visiting the service station was an integral part of their trip. In the 60 or
so years since motorway services opened, they have also become part of life for
tens of millions of us.
Motorway services not only provide a much-needed break from the road,
they are also a great place for people-watching. All sizes, shapes and varieties of
people can be found in one. As one journalist put it: “a motorway service station is
the ultimate human zoo.”
Not everyone used motorway services back in the 1960s. Many people
just pulled over onto the hard shoulder and unpacked a picnic. There was even
the true story of the family who pulled their car onto the central reservation of the
motorway to have lunch – and survived to tell the tale.
Motorway services also confused people. One distraught couple, heading
north, reported their car had been stolen. The police found they had crossed the
pedestrian bridge, and then could not find their car in the south-bound car park.
Today there are 111 service stations in the UK. The law states that they
must not be more than 28 miles apart, or 30 minutes of travelling time. By law,
they must provide two hours of free parking, free toilets, and a free play area for
children.
The first two motorway services were Watford Gap and Newport Pagnell,
both of which opened in early November 1959, along with the M1.
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By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans,
Herts, and a former communications director for the C of E.

I

Learning lessons from a graveyard

F you’re looking for a quiet oasis away from the bustle and busyness of everyday life, there’s a place where nature, heritage and the life histories of hundreds of local people are on peaceful display.
Take a walk in your local cemetery. It’s a place where nature abounds,
where socially-distant peace can be found, and you can meditate on the deeper issues of life.
It’s true that graveyards seldom feature in most people’s favourite places to visit. Many find them morbid, reminding them of their own mortality.
Or they can prompt memories of loved ones no longer with us, and the
sadness overcomes the happy memories of the life shared together. Others
simply rush past cemeteries or graveyards, without even noticing that they are
there.
But walk among the gravestones, read the inscriptions and you find the
stories of people’s lives.
Samuel Ryder, the Hertfordshire seed merchant who devised the United
States v Europe Ryder Cup golf tournament, is buried in the cemetery opposite
the church where I minister. When I visited recently, someone had left golf
balls on his grave.
In the same cemetery, there are more than 200 plain white graves of
local and Commonwealth service people who died during the two world wars,
and a memorial to the many local soldiers who died in the First World War.
To wander around any cemetery or graveyard is to enter into the lives of
generations of families. To see the grave of the still-born baby close to the
child who died in infancy, both near to the grandmother who died in her nineties. The husband and wife who died within months of each other, are alongside the wife who outlived her spouse by decades.
I’m always struck by how people are described. Most are defined by
their family relationships – beloved grandfather, grandmother, father, mother,
wife, husband, son or daughter.
Others are described by their roles in life – actress, golf professional or
for the war graves, by their ranks. How long, I wonder, had the young men and
women been in uniform before meeting their deaths – and being remembered
ever after as soldiers? In some cases, it may have been just a few months.
What, I find myself asking, would I like to have written on my gravestone? How would each of us like to be remembered? How can long lives be
summed up in the few words you can fit on a gravestone?
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And what is it that we are doing in life that will be of lasting value?
Cemeteries are places that can make you consider your own life and think
about what is important in it.
Many Christian funerals begin with the words of Jesus Christ, 'I am
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.'
It is a promise I hold to as I walk the paths around the graves.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

World Wide Fund for Nature celebrates
60 years

T

HE World Wildlife Fund (now the
World Wide Fund for Nature) was
founded 60 years ago in Switzerland, on 11th
September 1961. It is now believed to be the
world’s largest conservation group, working in
wilderness preservation, and reducing human
impact on the environment.
A group of distinguished scientists, conservationists and businessmen, including Sir
Peter Scott and Sir Julian Huxley, put the organisation together and chose its original name and the famous panda
logo. It changed its name to the World Wide Fund for Nature in the UK
and several other countries in 1989, but it still uses the initials WWF all
over the world in advertising campaigns.
The late Prince Philip has been President of both the UK and international branches, and he was concerned particularly with encouraging faith communities to involve themselves in the environment. This led
to a major conference in Italy in 1986, resulting in huge global publicity
and tens of thousands of faith-led environmental initiatives around the
world.
Although there has been criticism centring on the placing of environmental issues above human rights in some areas, the WWF now has
more than five million supporters worldwide, working in more than 100
countries and supporting around 3,000 projects.

Tim Lenton
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The Ven. John Barton looks back on a day which changed US history.

20th anniversary of 9/11 – looking back on the horror

T

HE TV pictures looked like some macabre video game, with toy
aircraft crashing into matchbox towers. Then incredulity turned
into utter dismay. This was real: the most powerful nation in the world
had been invaded by 19 airborne Islamic terrorists, with devastating
effect. Nearly 3,000 people died.
The US government announced a war on terror. Futile invasions
of Iraq and Afghanistan followed, with more loss of life.
9/11 was 20 years ago this month. Five years later, coordinated
suicide attacks on London’s transport system were carried out, also by
Islamists. 52 people of 18 different nationalities were killed and more
than 700 were injured. In 2017, 23 people died and 1,017 were injured
in the Manchester Arena bombing. There have been other terrorist murders; at least three plots have been foiled during the coronavirus pandemic.
Today, the MI5 estimate of the threat of a terrorist attack in the
UK hovers between substantial and severe.
The world isn’t as secure as we had once hoped. In addition to
the menace of unconstrained violence, our planet is silently protesting
against centuries of abuse, and we’re only just waking up to our accountability as stewards. At the same time, we must come to terms with
the knowledge that Covid-19 and its variations are permanent additions
to the list of deadly diseases to be held at bay by immunisation. There
will be more to come.
Our forebears, who lived in even riskier times, drew strength from
Psalm 91:
You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust.”
For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence …
The Psalm is no panacea, or divine guarantee of earthly immunity, but the assurance that God holds the whole world in His hands and
His ultimate purposes will not be thwarted.

Page 12

 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing 

Harry Secombe – genius for buffoonery

O

NE HUNDRED YEARS AGO,
on 8th September 1921, Sir Harry Secombe was born in Swansea. The
comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV
presenter was one of the stars of the anarchic 1950s radio series, The Goon
Show.
His family belonged to St Thomas
Church, and his elder brother, Fred, became a Church of Wales priest. Later in
life Sir Harry was a presenter of religious
programmes, such as the BBC's Songs
of Praise and ITV's Highway.
He met Spike Milligan during the
war in North Africa and later bumped into
him again at the Windmill Theatre, where he was doing comedy routines.
There they also met Peter Sellers and Michael Bentine – forming the
team that eventually produced The Goon Show. A natural clown with a
“genius for buffoonery”, Harry was the focus, and he moved on to star in a
series of films, including Oliver!
He was also a talented and popular tenor. He was knighted in
1981, referring to himself as Sir Cumference in reference to his size – he
was later forced to diet for medical reasons, and died at the age of 79 of
prostate cancer. His tombstone bears the inscription “To know him is to
love him”.

Tim Lenton
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D

Remembering Dante

ANTE ALIGHIERI, the Italian ‘supreme poet’, died
700 years ago, on 13th September 1321. Regarded as the most important poet of the Middle Ages, he is
best known for his Divine Comedy, widely considered the
greatest literary work in Italian and an influence on such
English writers as Chaucer, Milton and Tennyson.
Born in Florence in about 1265 but exiled from the
city in 1301 amid political turmoil, Dante – a forerunner of
the Renaissance – established the use of the vernacular
instead of Latin in literature and helped standardise the
Italian language.
His work and life were inspired by his love for Beatrice Portinari, whom
he first met as a child: he claimed to be overwhelmed by her beauty. He never
knew her closely, and when he was 12 his family arranged for him to marry
Gemma, a member of the powerful Donati family. But Beatrice remained his
inspiration, appearing in the Divine Comedy as a guide and depicted as semidivine, in the style of a muse-like guardian angel.
The word Comedy does not indicate humour, but belief in an ordered
universe: in this case it depicts a pilgrimage from Hell to Paradise, beginning
with moral chaos and ending with a vision of God.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sheep’s Tale
(Luke 15:1-7)
I didn’t know I was lost,
Just thought I’d try a new path,
Walk a different way for a while.
After all, the rest of the flock
Seemed so comfortable, so sure of themselves.
I’d sometimes felt alone
Even with the ninety-nine all around me.
Then there was my voice - always one bleat behind,
And just because I sat behind that particular bush
Where the ewes always congregate,
I got pushed to the edge of the flock.
So, yes, I’d strayed a bit,
But I wouldn’t say I was lost exactly,
Just wandering.
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That was until night fell,
And I fell
Deep into danger,
Far from the flock,
Lonely and yes, lost now
And wanting so much to go home,
Not knowing how,
Needing help,
And the night so dark.
Then out of darkness
His voice of light,
Searching,
His arms of rescue,
Saving,
His heart of love,
Rejoicing
Because He found me,
My Shepherd.
He came to look
For me.

By Daphne Kitching
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Cake Sale
See Pew Sheet for date
St Johns from 10 am
Please come along and support

Afternoon Tea
11th September
Due to the Pandemic, we are aware people feel wary of meeting
in large groups so we are going to give everyone
a chance to hold their own small gatherings and
we will supply the food.

Price for pick up £8 per head

Price for delivery £9 per head
All proceeds for Corringham Parish Funds

Autumn Fair
9th October St John’s
Anyone who wishes to have a
stall or help please contact
Victoria or Bev
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Wilson Carlile, founder of the Church Army

W

ILSON CARLILE was born in Brixton in
1847, and did not set out to become an
evangelist. Instead, he was brilliant at both languages and music, and excelled as a businessman.
That is, until an economic recession and serious
illness brought him crashing down and finished his
career, aged only 31.
Not surprisingly, a serious breakdown followed, when Carlile questioned everything that he
had been attempting in life. This search for a new
meaning brought him to faith in Jesus Christ, and so
turned his world upside down. He later wrote:
I have seen the crucified and risen Lord as truly as if He had
made Himself visible to me bodily sight. That is for me the conclusive
evidence of His existence. He touched my heart and old desires and
hope left it. In their place came the new thought that I might serve Him
and His poor and suffering brethren.
Wilson approached two Christians whose passion for ministry was
already well known: the Americans evangelists Moody and Sanky, who were
at that time in England. Wilson attended their meetings and supplied music
via his harmonium. In return, he learned a lot about effective outdoors evangelism.
Carlile then prepared himself for a life of ministry. He was confirmed
into the Church of England, studied at the London College of Divinity, ordained in 1880 and served his curacy at St Mary Abbots in Kensington. But
Carlile wanted more than comfortable parish life, and soon began outdoor
preaching again. He wanted to reach the poor, unchurched, of the community.
Carlile left Kensington to work in a slum mission, and by 1882 he was
busy uniting the local Anglican parish missions into one organisation. Here
his business skills in planning and organising proved invaluable, and soon he
had founded the ‘Church Army.’ He then founded two training colleges, to
train both men and women evangelists. After slight hesitation, the Church of
England agreed to incorporate the Church Army into its structure, and even
created the office of Evangelist for the Church Army captains and sisters.
In the years that followed, Church Army has done great work in evangelism, as well as in social and moral welfare. It helped support the troops
during World War 1. Carlile remained honorary chief secretary until retirement in 1926. He died in 1942.
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I am now researching all the names on the Second World War Memorials in St. Mary's and St. Michael's Churches, here is the third one.

World War II Memorial,
St. Michael’s Church, Fobbing, Essex

Arthur Hipsey
3rd (8th Bn. The Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers) Regt.

A

Reconnaissance Corps. R.A.C.

RTHUR HIPSEY was born on 11 November 1912, the sixth
son of Charles John Hipsey and Mary Ann Harriet Hipsey née
Matthews. Arthur was baptised at St. John the Baptist Church, Mucking, Essex, on 5th September 1915, the family were living at Warren
Cottage, Stanford le Hope. The six boys had a younger sister, Eva
born in 1919. Charles and Mary Ann Harriet were married on 28 July
1906 at All Saints Church, North Benfleet, Charles was 25 and his
bride who used her third name, Harriet was 19. Charles was the son of
Solomon Hipsey, they were both shown as labourers but would probably have been farm labourers.
Going back to the 1911 census Charles John Hipsey a Cowman
on Farm and his wife Harriet with four children were living at Choppins
Farm, North Benfleet. Charles was born in North Fambridge and Harriet in Thundersley, their children were born in North Benfleet. Charles
was the son of Solomon Hipsey (an Old Age Pensioner, late Farm Bailiff) who in 1911 was living in Short Farm, Wickford, with his daughter
Mary and son in law John Nash, a Farm Bailiff, and their family. Solomon died in 1917 age 79 years and was buried on 5 th November in
Mucking Churchyard.
I found the marriage of Solomon Hipsey age 30 and Julia Ann
Nicholls age 26. on 29 September 1868 at St. Mary the Virgin, Mundon, Essex. On the marriage certificate Solomon said his father was
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James Hipsey. I also found the baptism at St. Mary the Virgin, Maldon, on 28 October 1838 of Solomon Hipsey the son of Eliza Hipsey,
a Single Woman. Eliza Hipsey married James Dines at St. Peter's
Church, Great Totham, on 27 September 1845. A search of the census in 1841 found Eliza and Solomon living with her parents William
and Hannah in Church Street, Maldon. In 1851 and 1861 James and
Eliza Dines are living in Mundon with their family, Solomon Hipsey is
shown as son of James, there are also the children of James and Eliza. Was James Dines the father of Solomon Hipsey, we will never
know?
In all the census returns the family were all working in the farming industry in Mundon, before moving to Hockley and North Benfleet.
There is a file in St. Michael's Church with copies of all the records
that I have used so please feel free to look at it for more information.
In the 1939 Register Arthur, (a Process Worker in essential industry – Oil Refinery) his father, Charles (an Agricultural Stockman)
and brother Ernest (a Light Loco Driver – Sandpit) were living at Warren Cottage, The Warren, Wharf Road, Stanford le Hope, next door at
Warren Bungalow lived Arthur's brother, George, (a Wharf Labourer)
his wife Alice and their daughter Edna. Two doors away at 4 The
Warren lived another brother, Bertie Hipsey, (a Refuse Dump Worker)
with his wife Lena. Another brother, Charles Hipsey (A Process Worker – Margarine Factory) and his wife Kate were living at 103, Salisbury
Road, Grays, Essex. In the 1939 Register Betty Smith, future wife of
Arthur Hipsey, was living with her parents Thomas and Gladys, her
brothers Donald and Frederick and her maternal grandmother Annie
Levison, at 2, Parkside, Fort William Road, off Bell Hill, now Bells Hill
Road, Fobbing. In the third quarter of 1941 Arthur Hipsey married
Betty Dorothy Smith, their marriage was registered in Thurrock. In
1944 they had twins, Anthony Arthur and Carol Ann. In 1967 Anthony
married Lorraine Saunders and they had two children.
The 1939 Register was taken in September a few weeks after
the outbreak of the Second World War. The information was used to
issue Ration Books, Identity Cards and what occupation each person
was in and where they would best be deployed. The register was
used by the NHS after the war and was still being updated into the
1990's. When women married, their maiden name was crossed out
and their married name was entered in its place, using green ink.
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Charles Hipsey was born in 1881. Looking back at the census returns
the Hipsey family were all employed in the agricultural industry.
In the Second World War Arthur Hipsey enlisted in the 3rd (8th
Battalion, The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers) Regiment Reconnaissance Corps, Royal Armoured Corps, raised by the Army during the
war. Prior to the outbreak of the Second World War this was a motorcycle battalion and served in the Battle of France in 1940. It then became
a reconnaissance unit in 1941. They saw action in North-West France
from 6 June 1944 in the D-Day landings in Normandy. The regiment
fought through the Battle of Normandy the Netherlands and the invasion of Germany seeing action in the Rhineland and the Rhine. By 8
May 1945, when the war in Europe ended, the 3rd Reconnaissance had
lost 90 officers and other ranks killed in action. The regiment was disbanded in January 1947.
Arthur Hipsey died on 7 December 1945, he was first buried in
Hagen Cemetery and then re-buried on 21 November 1947 in Munster
Heath War Cemetery, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany, Plot 1, Row A,
Grave 19. Munster Heath was on the line of the Allied advance across
northern Germany in 1945, but the majority of those buried there died
while serving with the Army of Occupation after the surrender of Germany. Munster Heath has 589 Commonwealth burials from the Second
World War also 277 post war graves. I looked in The Phone Book and
there was D. Hipsey living in Horndon-on-the-Hill, I went to see him to
find that he is Arthur's nephew, he told me that his uncle had died in a
traffic accident.
He left Betty a widow with two young children. Arthur had made
a will using a 'Soldier's Will Form' on 13 July 1943, appointing his father
Charles as Executor, and leaving everything to his wife, who was living
at 2, Parkside, Fort William Road, Bells Hill [Road], Vange. Essex.

Websites used to obtain this information are:- Ancestry, Find My
Past, The Genealogist,
Essex Record Office, Commonwealth
War Graves Commission (CWGC) and the General Register Office
(GRO).

Peter Craggs
August 2021
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update

J

Rock and Roll Farming

ULY has been an exceptionally busy and varied
month. As I type this at the start of August, I am
glad that harvest this year is more than two weeks
later than it has been the past few years. We are only
just ready for it, with trailers washed, disinfected,
holes patched with the welder or gaffer tape, and generally given the once over; and stores fully emptied, given a thorough
clean, and sprayed by our pest control contractors.
I am chomping at the bit for harvest to start now, but the weather
appears to be up to its ‘new normal’ shenanigans (albeit not as bad as
other countries around the world). I expect to be cutting by the middle of
August. As a little context for the weather we have been contending with
this year (based on 600mm average annual rainfall): counting from January, we have already had 100mm more rain than usual, and counting from
the farming year starting September 2020, over 200mm more than average. Farming with these conditions is certainly tricky.
The start of the month saw me being invited to be interviewed by
Will Evans for his ‘Rock and Roll Farming’ podcast. I was delighted to be
asked – Will has interviewed some tremendous farmers over his time hosting the podcast, so it feels super to be in such esteemed company. I relished the opportunity to actually tell my pre-farming story, including time at
Barclays, attempting to work in film and music; before obviously moving on
to speak about the work I am doing to introduce ecology into the heart of
my farming model. If you fancy a listen, the episode (entitled ‘A Farm with
a lot of Soul’) is available at rockandrollfarming.libsyn.com
Although our combinable crops are yet to be harvested, the same is
not true of our hay crop, which is cut on the Essex Wildlife Trust marshes
in Fobbing. We are not allowed to cut the grass until 15 th July – to allow
certain plant species to flower and ground nesting birds to have finished
nesting. And with such turbulent weather before that date, we were
pleased for a sunny spell enabling us to get on with the hay making.
The crop was insanely plentiful this year: so much grass! This
grass is organic although not officially certified, so having such a stellar
crop was exciting. But it also meant that the grass required turning with
our hay tedder to ensure that the hay was dry enough. To say that our
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tedder is tired is quite the understatement…. My chap, Paul, had welded
some reinforcements onto it, which held for a time, but the marshes are so
rough that in time it was shaken to bits again.
Frustratingly, mid-way through baling up the hay by our contractor
(Theobalds from Button Farm), we got a tremendous hail-storm which
stopped us in our tracks. I can’t really complain though, since a friend of
mine in Cambridge got 90mm of rain in less than an hour on her market
garden. However, this was still enough to mess up what would have otherwise been a plain sailing hay season. It also necessitated more welding
on the tedder, since the crop needed turning twice more in order to dry it
out.
Eventually we got everything in bales, and Dad and Paul carted it
back from the fields to the safety of a shed in the yard, just before a weekend when the heavens truly opened! I am just a little concerned about the
portents of this for the rest of the impending harvest…
July has also been another month with many farm walks. I love the
opportunity to show people around the farm and explain what I am doing.
This month saw visits from the local Crops Board from the National Farmers Union, FWAG (the Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group), the bakers
from Flor Bakery in London, plus the journalist and author Marianne Landzettel (whose book I gave to Dad for his birthday the other month). I also
conducted a farm walk for which Mum catered a delicious lunch, which
was our offering to an ‘auction of promises’, raising money for the RABI
(Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution).
Everyone on the walks
seemed very engaged and to have enjoy themselves, so hopefully I did
my job!
The weekend of 24th July saw the first step of the flax harvest in
collaboration with Rosie Bristow, with the intention to make linen. Around
40 volunteers descended onto the farm, with some camping, in order to
pull up the crop by hand (rod it), and leave it in neat, ordered piles on the
floor to enable it to ret naturally over the coming few weeks. In order for
the retting process to occur, the crop will also need manually turning.
There are spectacular bits of mechanised machinery to do exactly this, but
I don’t believe any is in the UK! Simon and Ann Cooper from Flaxland
were on hand too to give a demonstration of some of the processing
steps.
Not as much of the crop was harvested as I would have liked, but
the rest will not go to waste. Since we don’t have the machinery to rod the
crop for its fibre, we will instead run the plants through the combine har-
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vester, which will give seed for potentially growing
more flax next year, and perhaps some seed for
human consumption too.
The end of the month saw the critical task of
TB testing thirteen of the new cattle I bought in:
the twelve heifers from Northamptonshire, and
Kestrel the bull. These animals all came from bovine tuberculosis
hotspots, denoted TB1. This means they were tested for TB before leaving
their previous holding, and also need to be tested here (post-movement
testing) between 60 and 120 days after arriving.
Logistically this was a bit of a faff. I didn’t want the heifers to run
with the bull this year (they need to grow more before their first calving),
and this therefore necessitated the vet coming to do each test separately.
We had to set up the cattle crush, race and pen for the heifers and get
them checked, before then moving the pen etc to the bull to get him tested.
The gates we use are portable and fantastic, but they are on the heavy end
of portable!
The test itself is split in two, three days apart. On the first day, two
patches on the neck are shaved; one injected with bovine tuberculin, and
one with avian tuberculin (the avian one acts as a control). The aim of this
is to check for any reactors, i.e., where the injection site forms a lump due
to a current TB infection. Consequently, on day one, calipers are used and
the skin measurements for each animal are logged by the vet for comparison on the follow-up visit.
The heifers flew through without any issues, and we then took the
opportunity to load them on a trailer and take them to the rough grazing
marshes where they will spend the summer conservation grazing (low
stocking rate over a large area to manage that area as naturally as possible – there is a full explanation over on my Instagram, @farmingGeorge).
I then moved the gates and crush to
the older cows and calves with whom the
bull was running. We used this opportunity to get the TB test done on the bull, as
well as remove the bull from the herd (he
couldn’t stay with the herd any longer to
ensure he didn’t impregnate any of the
young calves!). The bull and two companion cows are now reigning in our meadow
where we can keep an eye on them.
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With the pen set up for these
cows, we also got the vet to take a look
at one cow with a minor eye infection, as
well as giving ‘Estrumate’ to two of the
younger cows that should not have been
running with the bull, but are likely to
have been served. This will force the cows to abort early, and ensure
they don’t get into difficulties calving in the spring (before their pelvis is
fully developed).
With the bull separated, I then had to run the herd a half mile to
meet up with the younger heifers on the conservation grazing. I strung a
small amount of electric fence wire up to guide them, but predominantly
called and they followed, which is a very satisfying way of moving stock!
I am delighted to have them all safely together on the marshes since this
frees up a huge amount of my time which has been spent moving the
cows daily. And just in the nick of time with harvest around the corner.
Contact details:
George Young

07792 508 611
George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
@farmingGeorge
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E

Zoomed Services
ACH week we are continuing to zoom one Sunday
service and one weekday service. Below are the
dates and times of our zoomed services.

Thursday 2nd September

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 5th September

10.45

St Mary’s

Thursday 9th September

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 12th September

9.15

St Michael’s

Wednesday 15th Sept

10.am

St Mary’s

Sunday 19th September

10.45

St Mary’s

Thursday 23rd September

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 26 September

9.15

St Michael’s

Wednesday 29th Sept

10.am

St Mary’s

Sunday 3rd October

10.45

St Mary’s

Thursday 7th October

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 10th October

9.15

St Michael’s

Wednesday 13th Oct

10.am

St Mary’s

Sunday 17th October

10.45

St Mary’s

Thursday 21st October

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 24th October

9.15

St Michael’s

Wednesday 27th Oct

10.am

St Mary’s

Sunday 31st October

10.45

St Mary’s

th
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st

1
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Prayer Intentions : September 2021
St Giles
Martyrs of Papua New Guinea
St Gregory
St Birinus
Birth Blessed Virgin Mary
Alan Gardner
Feria
Feria.
Charles Fuge Lowder
Feria
Feria
Trinity 15
St John Chrysostom
Holy Cross Day
St Cyprian
St Ninian
St Hildegard
Feria
Trinity 16
John Coleridge Patterson
St Matthew
Ember Day
Feria
Ember Day
Lancelot Andrews
St Michael and All Angels
St Vincent De Paul
Feria
Feria
Jerome

Orsett, Bulphan and Horndon
All persecuted for their faith
For all teachers
Bishop Guli
Our Church community
Archbishop Justin
Monastic communities
Fairer sharing of resources
Rescue services
Our families and loved ones
Walsingham Shrine
Seeking Gods Kingdom
Our local farmers
The Triumph of the Cross
St Luke’s Hospice
Our Diocese
The homeless and hungry
Prisoners and prison staff
Creation
Refugees
All who feel called by God
All seeking discernment
All who are lonely
Fr David
Our world leaders
Our heavenly guardians
Lay ministry
Unity around Climate Change
Foodbank
All translators
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