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From Revd. Wendy
Dear Friends

N

OVEMBER is always a month of reflection and
remembrance. A time to focus on the past and the impact it has
had in shaping our lives today. We remember All the Saints who have given
their lives tirelessly to God and worked to make others aware of the saving
grace and love of Jesus. Followed by All Souls when we recall all who have
died and especially those we have lost and how we still miss their presence
in our lives. Both days celebrated with Masses in our churches All Saints day
this year being remembered at our 8 a.m., 9.15 and 10 45 services on the
31st October and All Souls on 2nd at 7.30 p.m. in St Mary’s where we can
bring posies of flowers to lay before the altar in St Catherine's Chapel labelled with the names of our loved ones tor write names on crosses as highlighted on the Pew sheet.
Then on the 5th November our country thinks of Guy Fawkes who
probably wouldn’t still be remembered today if he hadn’t been caught as his
wet and stale gunpowder would never have worked. Followed on the Sunday
closest to Remembrance Day this year the 14th, with the silence and laying of
wreaths for all who lost and continue to lose their lives through war. The sacrifice they gave to help others. Both significant to our local communities as
they too stop and recall.
As a church we also try to help those in our wider community who
have lost loved ones by having our memorial service on the Saturday before
Remembrance Sunday, this year in St Michael’s at 11 o clock on Saturday
13th.
Each special time allowing reflection remembrance and recollection of
the past held in the present. Commemorations which we all hope will continue in the future.
This month the focus of our world will also be on the future as the longawaited climate change conference COP26 is held in Glasgow. Time when it
is hoped there will be emphasis on action above words and more understanding that each individual has a responsibility to engage. We know as
Christians how we are asked to care for Gods created world and try to make
a difference however big or small. We are all aware through our media and
other resources of the massive problem the draining of resources has created and the presumption that the world resources can keep being used without replacement and time to rebuild and regrow.
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We know ourselves how our weather has changed
we see the effects of climate change all around the
world. I am sure we have all used products thinking they
were safe, unaware of the damage we were creating. I
know our thinking is changing, as we recycle, conserve
energy and choose reusable options. Conscious of how
we can all make a difference as we are called to love
God and love our neighbour.
So in this month of November when we recall, reflect and remember
let us all hold in our prayers those who will meet in Glasgow, that their talks
their time together, will lead to action for the future in finding ways to care for
the planet and care for the people. That they will find ways to make all aware
that the planet has beauty in its creation which belongs to God not us.
That in years to come their landmark time will in the future be remembered, recalled and reflected on, as the time the whole world worked together to preserve the beauty we have been given and ways to fairly share resources.

Revd Wendy

H

Climate change prayers.

OLY God, earth and air and water are your creation, and every
living thing belongs to you: have mercy on us as climate change
confronts us. Give us the will and the courage to simplify the way we live, to
reduce the energy we use, to share the resources you provide, and to bear
the cost of change. Forgive our past mistakes and send us your Spirit, with
wisdom in present controversies and vision for the future to which you call us
in Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

C

REATOR God, who placed this planet and all its resources into our
care, encourage those who now remind us of our responsibilities,
both to you and future generations, to do all that is necessary, whatever the
cost, to save this world that we call home, so its beauty and life are preserved for future generations. AMEN
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Tim Lenton on the history of a national treasure.

A

The beloved Stone of Scone

QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO,
on 30th November 1996, England
officially returned the Stone of Scone to Scotland after 700 years. It was the coronation
stone of the Scottish and (later) English and
British monarchs. Scotland has agreed to
loan the Stone to Westminster Abbey for future coronations.
Ten thousand people lined the Royal Mile in Edinburgh to witness
the Stone’s return, and at a service in St Giles’ Cathedral the Moderator
of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rt Revd John
MacIndoe, formally accepted it.
The red sandstone block – sometimes called the Stone of Destiny
– has been used in the enthronement of all Scottish kings since Kenneth
I united the Scots and Pictish kingdoms and moved his capital to Scone,
Perthshire, in about 840AD. It was brought to England by King Edward I
in 1296, and taken to Westminster Abbey, where it has been used in the
crowning of every subsequent monarch of England.
Scottish Nationalists had taken the Stone from the Abbey on
Christmas Day 1950, but it was returned a few months later.
One of several legends suggests that it is the same stone Jacob
used as a pillow at Bethel, which later became the pedestal of the Ark in
the Temple.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Walsingham 2022

I

F YOU HAVE PAID YOUR DEPOSIT FOR WALSINGHAM please
see Carol Webb or Rev. Wendy to confirm you will be attending the
2022 pilgrimage. The dates being 10 to 13 May.
If you have not booked but wish to join us for these wonderful,
spiritual, holy days, please speak to Rev. Wendy or Carol Webb.
Many thanks
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Zacchaeus
(Luke 19:1-10)
I wanted to sit here
And watch Him,
Just watch the man Jesus walk by.
Hidden by the leaves,
Hidden from the loathing of my lifestyle
I simply wanted to see Him
From my tree.
As I searched for His face
He found mine,
Reached where I was and looked up,
Looked into the heart of my being,
And Jesus did not walk by,
He came to me,
He spoke to me,
A tree is not a hiding place, my friend,
Believe me.
Come down from your tree,
Come down and be different,
Come down and change your world,
Follow me.

By Daphne Kitching

Prayer for November
Father,

In these short, dark days of November, with all the uncertainties
and complications in our new Covid 19 landscape, help us to feel the reassurance of Your presence in the gift of each new day. Help us to be
guided through the darkness by Your light – by Jesus, who will never
leave us or forsake us.
In His name - the name above pandemics and shortages and rising
bills and all anxieties – we pray. Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
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Should We Have Faith in Science?

H

OW do you feel about science after more than 18 months of
pandemic: tired or interested, impressed or cynical – or a bit of
everything? The response to COVID-19 has demonstrated how ideology
or worldview are hugely influential in our interpretation and use of scientific data – and at times in the process of experimentation itself. Should
we trial a vaccine in Spain or South Africa? Is this treatment safe enough
to administer to the general public? Should vaccination be made compulsory? The data doesn’t tell us what to do.
So, when we are encouraged to ‘trust the science’ in our ongoing
response to the pandemic, or in the run-up to the COP26 UN climate
change conference, how can the Church respond? The whole biblical
story affirms that God is the only one in whom we can have complete
faith. On the other hand, I do put a certain amount of trust in other things.
I can have faith in a plane, a body of knowledge, or a person. This trust is
within limits because I know that air travel involves hazards, a body of
knowledge will contain some mistakes, and every ordinary human is fallible.
I trust science to some extent because it involves careful observation and measurement, collecting different kinds of evidence. Data is interpreted, and competing interpretations are tried out. We summarise our
findings in general principles or mathematical equations. Scientists keep
each other accountable by looking critically at each other’s work. Our
knowledge is always provisional. You can’t prove anything scientifically
because we only deal in evidence, not proof.
On the other hand, there must always be the potential to disprove
a theory or it’s not science. Our aim is to keep getting nearer to the truth
about the way the world is. Overall, I believe this method is reliable and
worth supporting, but that only God is completely trustworthy.
Psalm Eight reminds us both of the splendour of God’s creation,
and that He has placed us in a position of responsibility over it. Scientific
knowledge can be part of what helps us to rule well. The process of doing science can be a bit like a blurry image coming into focus. The more
we learn, the better we can usually see what’s going on, and hopefully
the easier it is to decide on a course of action. So in answer to the question ‘Should we have faith in science?’ I would say yes, when used wisely
and within its proper limits.
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Orion
Orion soars above
His stars, like diamonds, glitter
Celestial wonder!
His wondrous belt
And sword of nascent star forms
Winter Glory!

By Nigel Beeton

T

Know what to do

HE town's fire prevention officer was conducting a health and
safety course at the local church. The officer said to the minister:
“Now imagine this: it is a Sunday morning, and you have a number of
people, spread throughout your church building. Some are in the choir
stalls, some are in the kitchen, and some are in the nave. Suddenly, a
big fire breaks out. What are the first steps you would take?”
The minister thought carefully for a moment. “Really big ones,” he
said.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advent Carol Service
5th December
6pm St. Mary’s
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Nationwide digital churchyard mapping
project underway

T

HE first few of 19,000 churchyards have been surveyed as part of
a Church of England project to create a free digital map of every
grave and feature in every churchyard in the country.
The ancient church of St Bega on the shores of Lake Bassenthwaite in the Diocese of Carlisle was the first churchyard to be scanned
by the surveyors, using sophisticated laser equipment, as part of the national programme.
A new website will go online in the new year, giving free access to
the map. It is expected to be of special interest to local community
groups, conservationists, and those researching family history. The website will also enable the charting of biodiversity and green technology.
The Church of England has partnered with Cumbrian-based surveying company Atlantic Geomatics who will use back-pack mounted laser scanners to map churchyards. They will also photograph all the visible
headstones.
There are around 19,000 Anglican burial grounds in England, and
the ambitious scheme will aim to digitally survey the majority over the
coming seven years. Data on burials will be combined with other information, such as the National Biodiversity Network Atlas, to present the
most complete picture of churchyards to date.
The project will come at no cost to parishes or dioceses in the
Church of England and parishes will have free access to the map through
a new web-based record system which is set to launch in Spring 2022.
There will also be the option to subscribe to additional services.
Substantial funding for the programme has been given by Historic
England, with the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Caring for God's
Acre supporting the pilot phase, as well as support from genealogy research websites.
As well as details of burials, the online interactive map will detail
biodiversity in churchyards, including ancient trees and plant-life, as well
as green technology such as solar panels.
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Tim Lenton looks back on the most famous missionary greeting in history.

I

Doctor Livingstone, I presume?

T WAS 150 years ago, on 10th November 1871,
that Welsh journalist and explorer Henry Morton
Stanley located the missing missionary Dr David Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika, in present-day Tanzania. He may or may not have greeted him with the
words: “Doctor Livingstone, I presume?”
Stanley’s real name was John Rowlands. He
was born in Denbigh to an unmarried 18-year-old
who abandoned him. He ended up in a workhouse
until he was 15, then went to America, where he
changed his name and became an American citizen. When he found Livingstone, he was working for the New York Herald.
Known for his strength of will, Stanley also had an African name –
Bula Matari – Breaker of Rocks. Much of his life was spent in Central Africa, and his reputation was mixed: he was said by some to be violent toward Africans, but by others to have treated them well. His feats as an explorer were impressive: he played a big part in locating the true source of
both the Nile and the Congo, and he helped open up the Congo on behalf
of King Leopold of Belgium.
Though not overtly religious, he felt he was engaged in a “sacred
task”. He was re-naturalised a British subject in 1892, following his marriage.
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T

Martin of Tours
Pioneer of western monasticism

HIS winter, when you next see someone who looks both poor
and cold, think of Martin of Tours (316 – 397). This monk bishop, born in Pannonia (now Hungary) became one of the most popular
saints of the Middle Ages.
Martin’s father was a pagan officer in the Roman Army, and Martin was intended for the army as well. But from an early age Martin
wanted to be a Christian, and he felt that as a Christian he could not
serve the Roman Empire. Martin was imprisoned for this early
‘conscientious objection’, and not released until 357, when he was
nearly 40.
One day Martin met a nearly naked beggar at Amiens. He took
off his cloak, cut it in half and gave the half to the beggar. Soon after
this, he had a dream in which Christ appeared to him, wearing the half
of the cloak which Martin had given away.
Martin was the pioneer of western monasticism: he founded the
first monastery in the whole of Gaul about 360. He was made bishop of
Tours in 372 – by popular demand of both his clergy and his people.
As bishop, Martin continued his simple life as a monk, - and
evangelist. Christianity had been largely confined to the urban centres
of population, but Martin went further, and took Christianity to the pagani (country-men). For the next 25 years this greatly loved bishop travelled his diocese by donkey and by boat, preaching the good news of
Jesus Christ, and helping his people to tear down their heathen temples and sacred trees. He was sought out for his healing prayers for the
sick, and also his defence of the faith from heretics.
Martin’s emblem in English art is often that of a goose, whose
annual migration is about this time of year. ‘St Martin’s Summer’ in
England is a spell of fine weather that sometimes occurs around 11 th
November.

Page 12

 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing 

Waiting for the Future
‘The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with
the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little
child will lead them. … They will neither harm nor destroy on all my
holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.’ (From Isaiah 11)

W

HEN pain, conflict, stress, and sorrow flood our lives we can
lose sight of God’s promise of a different kind of future. Isaiah
was living in desperate times. The leaders had made treaties with evil
nations because they thought it would bring them security and riches –
but disaster loomed. Isaiah knew that his nation was sleepwalking into
war and destruction.
God gave Isaiah a picture of hope: the distant future, which is also
our future. The wolf will no longer devour the lamb but lie alongside it. A
child can plunge their hand into a viper’s nest and not fear. There is safety and unity on God’s holy mountain: a picture of eternal rest with our
Creator.
We are built for heaven, and occasionally we remember that. However comfortable we are right now, evil and pain can render us powerless. Our souls groan along with the Holy Spirit, longing to live with Christ
in a renewed and perfect world. Whether we’re conscious of it or not,
we’re all waiting for Christ to return and make this world right.
This week, challenge yourself to take time out each day, amid the
pre-Christmas chaos. Pray the final prayer of the Bible: ‘Come, Lord Jesus.’ Remember the temporary nature of life in this world and Christ’s
promise to return and bring true peace. If you’re despairing, it will be a
prayer of comfort for you. If you’re comfortable in this life, it may stick in
your throat. This Advent, pray it anyway.
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The Kea to toothache?

K

EA was an early Christian and a
monk from a good family who left
Glastonbury to work in Devon and Cornwall,
where Landkey (Devon) and Kea (Cornwall)
bear his name. He founded several Christian
centres in the area before going on to Brittany
to become the saint known there as ‘SaintQuay’. It seems that Kea may also have tried a
bit of early dentistry, as down the centuries
since he has been invoked over the problems
of toothaches.

O

Sunday 5th December

N THE 5TH DECEMBER there will be one Benefice service at 10 am
at St Mary’s with Bishop John our area Bishop of Bradwell presiding
and preaching.

Please come to the Licensing of
Revd Wendy Mott
As Associate Priest of our Benefice
on Sunday 5th December
during our Benefice Mass at St Mary’s
starting at 10 am
Celebrant and Preacher Bishop John, Bishop of Bradwell.
The service will be followed with tea/coffee and cake.
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E

How to tell your life story and how to make changes to it

VER WONDERED how to tell the story of all the ways God has been
at work in your life, maybe through many decades?
Or have you struggled with your life story, looking to rewrite the narrative and bring a change of direction?
Two British writers – one a professional communicator and journalist,
the other a psychologist, actor and priest – have been tackling these issues
in newly-published books.
Corporate communicator and blogger Kate Nicholas has written
‘Soul’s Scribe,’ (Authentic) a guide to help Christians ‘connect their story with
God’s narrative’ and communicate their journey of faith in an honest, engaging way.
Kate, formerly international communications director for World Vision,
firmly believes that every Christian has a ‘soul story’ to tell. She encourages
her readers to explore how they have experienced God in the ‘different chapters’ of their lives.
‘Soul’s Scribe’ is both a helpful guide for any Christian wanting to
share their testimony in an engaging, insightful way, and also a tool for reflection, as readers look back over their lives and see where God has been
at work.
In contrast, André Radmall, a psychologist and trained actor, who is
also a Church of England priest, has written ‘Get Unstuck: Change the
Script, Change your Life’ (Rethink Press) as a way of helping people understand the narrative they tell about their lives – and seek to change it.
André, a minister in St Albans, Herts, says: “I’m aiming to give a practical roadmap for people to change the scripts that block their way to freedom and allow them to step into the performance of their lives.”
The book, aimed at a broad readership beyond churchgoers, is structured in three ‘acts,’ and focussed on understanding the current ‘story’ we tell
about ourselves, rehearsing new stories, and then putting them into action.
Two books. Two different perspectives. But both are rooted in the
writers’ commitment to help people understand their lives, and the stories
they have to tell.
God is at work in all our lives. Sometimes we need to stop, take a
breath… and see what the Almighty is seeking to do in and through us, in
this season of our lives. Maybe even today.
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World War II Memorial,
St. Mary’s Church, Corringham, Essex

E

Ernest Edward Brett

RNEST EDWARD BRETT was born on 26 July 1922 at 3, Grove
Terrace, Fobbing Road, Corringham, Essex. This is the row of
houses just west of Digby Road, probably built for workers at Kynoch.
When standing on the road facing the houses they are numbered from
left to right, 1-6, so number 3 Grove Terrace is now number 63, Fobbing
Road. The next pair of houses after Digby Road were 1 and 2 The Villas, now 71 and 73 Fobbing Road, the last pair of houses on the corner
of Hill Terrace were 1 and 2 Baden Villas, probably named after Baden
Powell, are now 85 and 87 Fobbing Road. The land between 73 and 85
Fobbing Road now has more modern properties.
Ernest was the tenth and youngest child of Alfred John Brett and
Florence Mary Brett née Clarke. Alfred was also from a large family
being one of nine children, they originated from Bethnal Green before
moving to the Romford area, and then moving to Corringham. Alfred's
occupation in 1911 was 'Sheet Metal Worker (Roneo Type machine)'
On 24 July 1943 Ernest, age 20, married Annie May Roberts age
19 at St. Mary's Church, Corringham. Ernest was in the RAF and Annie
was in the ATS her address was given as Ffriddoedd, Wales, Father
Nottage, Rector of Corringham, officiated. After searching birth records
I am unable to find any children of Ernest and Annie.
Ernest as we know from his marriage certificate joined the
RAFVR (Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve), he was in 114 Squadron,
this had been formed in 1917 in Lahore, India during the First World
War. It was disbanded in 1920 and then reformed in 1936 at RAF Wyton which is near Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. The aircraft used at this
time were Hawker Hind light bombers followed by Blenheim bombers.
In the early part of the war the squadron was moved to France and used
for reconnaissance over the Ruhr. On 10 May 1940 Germany invaded
Belgium and the Netherlands and the following day German aircraft attacked Vraux airfield where 114 Squadron was based and destroyed six
Blenheim's and damaged the other Blenheim's. These losses meant
that the squadron was evacuated back to England. In 1942 the squadron, which was now operating in Algeria, was equipped with the newer
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Blenhiem Mark V also known as the Bisley. These were used until 1943
when they were allocated Douglas Boston light bombers which were used
until the end of the war. In the spring of 1943 the squadron moved again
this time to Italy and Sicily.
At 00.15 on the 4 June 1944 a Boston IIIA bomber, from 114
Squadron took off from Marcianese in southern Italy to carry out an armed
reconnaissance around Rome. The aircraft failed to return and the wreckage was discovered later that year at Lido di Ostio, 70 Km south of Rome.
The report in the Operations War Log states “BIIIA BZ-257 with W/O C A
Pickup and crew were missing from this operation. No opposition reported.
Cloud over part of area and with low cloud at base on landing.” All on
board were killed, they were the Pilot, Warrant Officer, Clive Alexander
Pickup, Royal Australian Air Force; Flight Sergeant Herbert Ernest Whale,
Navigator/Bomber, RAFVR; Flight Sergeant Wilfred Henry Elsey, Wireless
Operator/Air Gunner, RAFVR; and Sergeant Ernest Edward Brett, Air Gunner RAFVR. They are all buried together at Beach Head War Cemetery,
Anzio, Plot XIX, Row G, Grave 10. The cemetery contains 2,316 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 219 are unidentified.

The grave of the crew of Boston Bomber IIIA BZ-257
Ernest's widow would have received her husband's medals, the
1939-1945 War Medal and the 1939-45 Star.
Websites used to obtain this information are:- Ancestry, Find My
Past, The Genealogist, General Register Office, Essex Record Office and
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

Peter Craggs October 2021

Page 17

 The Link: November 2021 

S

St Margaret of Scotland

OME WOMEN have power, and some women are
good. When a woman with power is also good, she
can achieve an astonishing amount.
Margaret of Scotland has been called ‘The Pearl of
Scotland’, but she began life in Hungary about 1045. She
was born to the expatriate English prince Edward the Exile, and so was an English princess. The family returned to Wessex in
1057, when she was 13, and following the death of King Harold II at
the Battle of Hastings in 1066, her brother Edgar Aetheling should
have been King of England, but he was never crowned. Instead, the
family fled north, to Scotland, where she was married to Malcolm III of
Scotland by 1070. As a Scottish queen she went on to become mother
of three kings of Scotland, and of a queen consort of England.
Margaret was a Christian, and became a good friend of
Lanfranc, a future archbishop of Canterbury. Her biographer tells of
how she read narratives from the Bible to her husband, thus helping to
‘civilise’ him. He was illiterate, but so admired her reading, that he had
her books decorated with gold and silver. She was also credited with
helping her youngest son, the future King David I of Scotland, towards
becoming a just and holy ruler.
Margaret introduced the worship and practise of the Church of
Rome into Scotland. She also wanted to help the many pilgrims travelling in Scotland, and so she established a ferry across the Firth of
Forth, which is where the towns South Queensferry and North
Queensferry got their names.
Margaret performed many charitable works for the poor, and she
interceded for the release of English exiles who had been forced into
serfdom following the Norman conquest. She also began the restoration of Iona Abbey.
In private life, Margaret spent much of her time in prayer, using a
cave on the banks of the Tower Burn in Dunfermline as a place of devotion and prayers. St Margaret’s Cave is still there today, covered beneath a municipal car park.
Margaret died in 1093, and in 1250 Pope Innocent IV canonised
her. Her relics were dispersed after the Scottish Reformation, but at
one time Mary, Queen of Scots, owned her head.

Page 18

 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the horrors of war.

Lest We Forget
‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow between the crosses, row on row,
that mark our place: and in the sky the larks, still bravely singing, fly
scarce heard amid the guns below.’

T

HIS is the first verse of John
McCrae’s poem, first published in
Punch magazine in 1915. It soon came
to symbolise the sacrifice of all who died
in World War One. Today, the poppy
remains a tangible symbol for those who
have sacrificed their lives in war, especially as we remember those who died in
Afghanistan. But why do we remember?
‘They will beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up
sword against nation, nor will they
train for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3).
Writing 700 years before Christ, Micah spoke at the time when Samaria fell due to the aggression of Assyria. However, he prophesied a future of hope, a world where nations come together in peace rather
than war. His words are fulfilled in the kingdom of God established by
Jesus.
Our understanding of peace is more than simply the absence of
conflict. It is about building relationships between people, communities
and nations, founded on love and justice for all. As we remember
those who died in war, we should look practically at how we can build
such relationships, beginning with our own families, colleagues and
neighbours. ‘We will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever
and ever.’ (Micah 4:5). Let’s ask God’s Spirit to make us people of
peace, justice and compassion for today’s world.
‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age
shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down
of the sun and in the morning we will remember them.’
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update

S

Finding time

EPTEMBER was a month of satisfying graft.
With harvest out of the way I was able to
plough headlong into some of the finishing touches
for my mill room, and begin to genuinely enjoy the
satisfaction of producing an end-market product –
flour!
First on the list was installing the pallet racking (used in lots of big
warehouses) which enables me to suspend a hopper with one tonne of
seed in above the flour mill (to stop me manually filling the mill via small
buckets or bags). Installation was a little tricky, necessitating threading
the racking through the rafters of the mill room, followed by manhandling and a good measure of brute strength. So it was especially
satisfying for that job to be finished.
There was another matter of levelling the stone on the mill. The
mill works with a large stationary granite stone on the bottom, and an
equal sized spinning stone above (the runner stone). Each stone
weighs around half a tonne. The grains are milled by controlling the
aperture between the stationary and runner stones, and it is simply the
weight of the runner stone which grinds the grains into flour. It is obviously important for the two stones to mate evenly to produce a good
quality product.
Having performed this job poorly at first attempt and promptly
ignored tackling it again, it was not a task I was relishing. All the more
because to do a good job, it helps to
have the motor on, rotating a large
pulley mere inches above your head
as you make adjustments… However, my head remained in-tact, and I
was very pleased by how accurately I
got the runner stone to sit.
There was then the matter of
fitting my automatic bagging and
weighing machine. This machine also
works with a hopper suspended
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above on pallet racking. And a large
eight-inch diameter hose running to the
bagging machine below. In my infinite
wisdom whilst installing this hose, I decided it wasn’t necessary to secure the
bottom of the hose to the machine with
a clamp. It had been a long day and I was tired. Consequently, when
opening the hopper above, flour descended down the tube, popped the
tube off the machine, and instead dumped around 80kg of flour all over
the floor of my nice, clean mill room. [insert expletive of choice here].
Fortunately around 20kg stayed in the machine and allowed me to test
that it works well. Which is does.
This mishap occurred at around 7:30pm on a Friday evening after
a pretty full-on day. So then having to hoover up my hard work felt pretty frustrating. However, the following day I got going early and managed
to mill and bag up over 300kg of beautiful buckwheat flour which is now
with Hodmedod’s.
At the end of September I was able to extricate myself from the
farm for a week and take my girlfriend away to Scotland. A bit of head
space was needed, and I am writing this on the day I am back. Which I
why I am keeping this blog short – I have a lot of emails to catch up on!
I might have been 11 hours away in Inverness, but I still managed
to pop along to my friend Nikki Yoxall’s farm walk (for the Pasture Fed
Livestock Association). She has just taken on a tenancy in Dingwall, an
half hour drive from Inverness. What’s more, I knew a few of the other
farmers on the walk too!
Nikki runs Shetland cows with her husband James, and is a fantastic proponent of regenerative farming and agroecology. When I was
deciding on which breed of cow to choose for my system, my first
thought was Shetlands – they are also dual-purpose (meat & milk) like
my Red Polls, and are hardy. But arguably too hardy for Essex! This
was my first time seeing this breed in the flesh though, and they were
absolutely stunning. I know I made the correct choice with Red Polls, but I am fighting
temptation not to have just a couple of other
cow breeds about!
With October really signaling the evenings closing in, we have the small matter of
establishing our winter cereal & bean crops
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(provided the weather is kinder than the past two years). Plus my electrician is booked to get some final fix electrics fitted in my mill room and
grain processing shed. I can’t wait for proper lighting!
Contact details:
George Young
07792 508 611
George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
@farmingGeorge

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

S

Harvest weekend.

PECIAL thanks to all those who helped
with the Harvest Supper and all who gave
at the retiring collections. The total raised over
our Harvest weekend to go towards our commitment to the Building Better Futures International Sewing Project was £842. Thank you
so much for your generosity. Your help and
giving do make a real difference.
Pamela Draycott.
With best wishes,

Pamela Draycott
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Page 22

 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing 

The Revd John Tyler considers what it means to remember.

H

Remembrance

AVE you seen the film ‘Saving Private Ryan’? The first 20
minutes of the film is a powerful account of war, portraying the
first landing crafts arriving at the Normandy beaches on D Day. The film
successfully brings to life the events of that day, as a vivid act of remembrance.
From a biblical perspective, the word remembrance means making
present a past reality, so that we can benefit from it today. On Remembrance Sunday we think about those who have given their lives in wars
over the years, as well as those who continue to grieve over their lost loved
ones. We want to make their sacrifice in past conflicts real for us today, so
that we can engage with the horror of war and those enduring suffering
today.
It involves dealing with the why question in the face of relentless
tragedies and injustices: why does God allow such suffering to take place?
One of the great themes of the Scriptures is that God identifies with the
suffering. But the Christian faith goes beyond this! It affirms that in Jesus,
God’s Son, divinity became involved in suffering and death on the cross. It
is at Calvary that we see how God Himself knows what it is to lose a loved
one in an unprovoked attack. ‘I could never myself believe in God if it were
not for the Cross. In the real world of pain, how could one worship a God
who was immune to it?’ (John Stott).
Although we don’t fully understand the reason why God allows evil
and suffering to continue, we do know what the reason isn’t! It can’t be that
He doesn’t love us! God so loved us and hates suffering that He was willing to come down and get involved in our hurting world. This can be a
source of real strength on such an occasion.
However, how can we ensure that those who have given their lives
are truly honoured, not forgetting those who are risking their lives in conflicts today? An appropriate response is to actively work and pray for justice in our world, especially where there is inequality and conflict. In a divided world we are also called to renew our efforts to work for peace. We
need to be serious about being peacemakers, especially where it involves
those close to us. As Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called sons of God’ (Matt 5:9).
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Could YOU be a Bloodrunner?

HE ESSEX VOLUNTARY BLOOD SERVICE – or Essex Bloodrunners for short,
is a charity providing medical courier services to
the NHS and our local Air Ambulances. We are
one of 30 such organisations in the UK.
From the NHS Blood Bank at Basildon,
our unpaid volunteers deliver blood and blood
products to A&E Hospitals in Essex and East
London; deliver samples for analysis to a NHS
Lab in North London, and via Princess Alexandra Hospital in Harlow,
supply blood to the Air Ambulances at Earls Colne and North Weald every night. Amongst many other tasks we also courier breast milk from donors to the Hearts Milk Bank and Addenbrooke’s Hospital.
We operate every weekday night, and day and night shifts at
weekends and Bank Holidays. Our enhanced support to Hospitals during
the Covid-19 pandemic has also introduced a weekday daytime shift. We
now need more members. You choose in advance the days and shifts
you work. We are looking for reliable and responsible men and women
from all backgrounds, employed or retired, with a motorcycle, car or van,
a mobile phone and internet access. You will receive training, documentation, full support and a hi-viz uniform jacket.
You will work alone on a delivery run with a typical round-trip distance from home of between 60 and possibly over 120 miles, and be the
face of Essex Bloodrunners to the public and NHS staff. The work is not
glamorous; can be tiring; you may work unsocial hours in all weathers
and you will add thousands of miles to your vehicle. You are unpaid and
cover all your own expenses… so not much going for it really!
However, rather like being a First Aider or Blood Donor, this is one
of the very few ways that an ordinary member of the public can help
save a life.
Most of you reading this piece will think “sounds good, but not for
me”, which we quite understand, but just one of you may wish to enquire
further. If so, see our website at:

EssexVoluntaryBloodService.com
And thank you for your kind attention.
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Zoomed Services
ACH week we are continuing to zoom one Sunday
service and one weekday service. Below are the
dates and times of our zoomed services.

Thursday 4th November

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 7th November

9.15

St Michael’s

Wednesday 10th November 10.am

St Mary’s

Sunday 14th November

10.45

St Mary’s

Thursday 18th November

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 21st November

9.15

St Michael’s

Wednesday 24th November 10.am

St Mary’s

Sunday 28th November

10.45

St Mary’s

Thursday 2nd December

10 am

St Michael’s

Sunday 5th December

10 am

St Mary’s
Benefice Service

Thursday 9th December

10.am

St Michael’s

Sunday 12th December

9.15

St Michael’s

Wednesday 15th December 10.am

St Mary’s

Sunday 19th December

St Michael’s

9.15

Wednesday 22nd December 10.am

St Mary’s

Zoomed Christmas services will be published in the
December Magazine.
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2nd
3rd
4th
5th
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8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
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19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Prayer Intentions : November 2021
All Saints day
All Souls day
Richard Hooker
Feria
Feria
William Temple
3rd Sunday before Advent
Saints & Martyrs of England

Marjory Kempe
Leo the Great
Bishop Martin
Feria
Charles Simeon
Remembrance Sunday
Feria
Margaret of Scotland
Hugh Bishop of Lincoln
Elizabeth of Hungary
St Hilda of Whitby
Edmund King and Martyr
Christ the King
St Cecilia
St Clement
Feria
St. Catherine of Alexandria
Feria
Feria
Advent Sunday
Feria
St Andrew

All the Saints of Heaven
All the departed
Teachers of the faith
Those who work with the food bank
For those who are housebound
Archbishops Justin and Stephen
All seeking refuge
All who care for others
For all who serve in government
Those seeking discernment
Those who mourn loved ones
The Parishes of Orsett, Bulphan & Horndon

The Shrine of our Lady at Walsingham

All who made the sacrifice
Spiritual Discipline
The Parish of Stanford
All suffering with the corona virus
A fairer sharing of the world’s resources

All in the medical profession
Charitable workers
Christ’s Kingship
Choirs and organists
The Parish of East Tilbury
All who are seeking work
Our Church Officers.
The work of the Air Ambulance
For all in our communities
Light to shine in the darkness
Our Bishops Guli and John
Discipleship
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