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From Fr. David 
Dear Friends  

T HE past eighteen months have been a trial for one 

and all, and for many also there has been the added stress of loss 

and grieving.  

Advent is that time of preparation, and this year Advent begins in No-

vember. Each of the four weeks teaches us through scripture about the im-

pending arrival of the Messiah.  

Advent 1, reminds us of the Patriarchs, the Fathers of our Faith who 

foretell the coming of Christ,  

Advent 2, is the story of the Prophets who further explore the coming 

of Christ,  

Advent 3, The Birth of John the Baptist the cousin of Jesus who pre-

pares the way,  

Advent 4, where we explore the divinity and humanity of Christ through 

Mary’s yes to God.  

For myself I feel that added excitement, that this year Christmas may 

be similar to previous Christmas’ with family and friends gathering together to 

share a meal and some family time together.   

Throughout Advent we have a whole range of additional services tak-

ing place: we have an Advent Carol service, one Carol service and our usual 

Children Christingles and Christmas Eve and Christmas Day ser-

vices.  Please do consider inviting family and friends along to one of these 

services.  

During Advent we will welcome Bp John on the 5
th
 December to Li-

cense Rev Wendy as Associate Priest for the Benefice. And on the 19
th
 De-

cember we will say farewell to Fr John, as he prepares to move to Peter-

bough and become Vicar of all Saints. We assure both Rev Wendy & Fr John 

of our love and prayers as they prepare to take up the challenges of their 

new positions.  

As we approach New Year, we begin to reflect on the past year and 

our hopes, dreams and aspirations for the coming year.   

Jesus’ whole ministry is one of encouraging people to re-evaluate, to 

look again at our relationships, friendships, family and our health. As a 

Church community we also need to reflect on the past year but also plan the 

future in how we can reach out to our local community.  
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The message brought by the Archangel Gabriel is one of joy and good 

news, God has come to earth and the angels sing “Glory to God in heaven, 

and peace to all on earth”.  

As we make our personal preparations, with card writing, present 

choosing and menu planning. I hope that you find space to join us in our 

proclamation of the good news.  

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the gov-

ernment will be upon His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful 

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6  

Friends be assured of the continued prayers of the ministry team, we 

pray that Christmas may be a special time with family and friends and that 

you may share and receive the great message of God’s love.  

Be assured of our love and prayers that you may know God’s out 

pouring love this Christmas and during 2022.  

 
Rev Wendy, Fr John, Pamela , David and Fr David 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From Fr. John 
Dear Friends; 

T HE Latin phrase tempus fugit (time flies) certainly rings true when I 

think that I’ve been here in the United Benefice of Corringham & Fob-

bing for three and a half years. It only seems like yesterday that I wrote an 

article for the magazine, where I commented on your warm welcome and 

kindness towards me when I first arrived, back in June 2018. This kindness, 

hospitality, generosity, and love remained throughout my time here and I am 

so grateful to all of you for this and for allowing me to be part of your Chris-

tian journey over the years of my curacy. Thank you and I will miss you.  

My last official Sunday in the Benefice will be the 19
th
 of December, 

following which I shall move to Peterborough and be collated and inducted 

as Vicar of All Saints’ Peterborough on Sunday the 16
th
 of January at 3pm. 

You are welcome to attend, and the parish will be in contact nearer the time 

to get an idea of numbers. 

Finally, I am indebted to you all during my time here because you 

have all helped to shape my future ministry during my curacy, and I am es-

pecially grateful to the Clergy Team, Revd Wendy and Fr David for all the 

opportunities I have had here in the Benefice.  

With every blessing & grateful thanks, 
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Due to both our curates having completed their curacy and moving 

into their next serving role, we have two planned Benefice Services in 

December. 

Sunday 5th December 

10 am Benefice Mass  

at St Mary’s 

Celebrant and preacher  

Bp John Perumbalath, Bishop of Bradwell 

At this service Bishop John will license Revd Wendy as  

Associate Priest for our Benefice.  
 

Tea/Coffee and cakes will be served after the service. 

 
 

 

              Sunday 19th December 

          10 am Benefice Mass  

           at St Michael’s 

As Fr John celebrates and preaches at his last Mass 

with us as our curate. As we wish him every happi-

ness and success in his new role as Priest in 

Charge of All Saints Peterborough, we come togeth-

er to share our thanks as a benefice for his ministry 

with us.   

Refreshments will be served after the service. 

 

There will be 8 am Mass at St John’s on both of these dates. 
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Walsingham 2022 

I F YOU HAVE PAID YOUR DEPOSIT FOR WALSINGHAM please 

see Carol Webb or Rev. Wendy to confirm you will be attending the 

2022 pilgrimage. The dates being 10 to 13 May. 

If you have not booked but wish to join us for these wonderful, 

spiritual, holy days, please speak to Rev. Wendy or Carol Webb. 

 

Many thanks 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

13th December: St. Lucy, 
Martyr at Syracuse 

L UCY was a Christian girl who got caught up in the fierce and wide-

spread Diocletian persecutions of 303-4. She re-

fused to give up her Christian faith, and so was put to 

death. Her tomb can still be found in a Catacomb in Sy-

racuse (Sicily), and there are early fourth-century in-

scriptions bearing her name (Euskia). 

Lucy’s full story has been lost in the mists of time, 

but a romantic legend of her martyrdom grew up after 

her death. According to the legend, Lucy was arrested 

while giving to the poor at the height of the persecution. 

Her own fiancé had betrayed her, telling the authorities about her faith. 

The judge ordered that she be raped in a brothel and then burned, but all 

attempts to inflict such punishment on her went amiss, because God pro-

tected her.  At last, Lucy was killed by the sword.   

Lucy’s legend was written in the 5
th
 century, and she was hon-

oured in Rome from the 6
th
 century. The name Lucy means ‘light’, and so 

in time she became the patron saint for those with eye diseases. Her 

feast day is close to the shortest day of the year, so it is celebrated in 

Sweden as a festival of light. 

As the full details of Lucy’s martyrdom will never be known, she 

can represent all the young women who have been willing to die for 

Christ, and whose full stories will also never be known to us. 



 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing  

Page 7 

Eglantyne Jebb – founder of ‘Save the Children’ 

H ERE is a modern-day saint whose 

compassion and determination has 

saved literally millions of lives. 

Eglantyne did not begin as an obvious 

‘mover and shaker’ of people. Born in Shrop-

shire in 1876, she grew up in Ellesmere, 

studied history at Lady Margaret Hall in Ox-

ford, taught at Marlborough, and then re-

signed as she was not physically robust.   

Eglantyne moved to live with her 

mother in Cambridge, and it would have been so easy to settle for a life of 

peaceful obscurity. But she was a Christian, and at Oxford she had devel-

oped a passion for social concerns, so this compassion now drove her to 

take action. 

She began in 1906 by publishing research on the poverty she’d 

found in Cambridge. 

Then in 1912 the Balkan Wars broke out, and Eglantyne left Cam-

bridge for Macedonia. Her months among the refugees led her to decide 

that long-term constructive aid was more effective than short-term 

handouts.   

The First World War left Eglantyne horrified by the prolonged Allied 

blockade on Germany and Austria-Hungary, which even after Armistice 

meant starvation for millions of civilians, especially children. 

And so in1919 Eglantyne and her sister Dorothy Buxton helped 

found the ‘Fight the Famine’ Council, which wanted to end the blockade 

and establish a League of Nations. 

One day during a rally in Trafalgar Square, Eglantyne was arrested 

for distributing a leaflet showing starving children which read: “Our block-

ade has caused this – millions of children are starving to death.” 

She ended up in court and was fined, but the judge was so im-

pressed with Eglantyne’s commitment to children that he himself paid her 

fine. His money became the first donation to Save the Children, the new 

charity just set up by Eglantyne and Dorothy.  

Save the Children was officially launched at the Albert Hall in May 

1919, with the aim of helping the starving civilians of central Europe. It 

was a success, raising £400,000 in that first year alone. 
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When in the autumn of 1921 Russia was facing famine, Save the 

Children chartered a cargo ship, the SS Torcello, to carry 600 tons of 

lifesaving food and medical supplies to Russia – saving hundreds of 

thousands of lives.  

By 1922 Save the Children had become one of Britain’s biggest 

charities.  Eglantyne’s Declaration of the Rights of the Child, written in 

1923, was adopted by the League of Nations the following year. The pre-

sent-day UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is derived from it.   

But ten years of running Save the Children had sapped Eglan-

tyne’s fragile strength, and she died in Geneva in 1928, aged only 52. 

Eglantyne Jebb is commemorated in the Anglican Calendar on 

17th December. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Why the world was ready for Christmas 

E VER wonder why Jesus was born when He was? The Bible tells us 

that “when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son…” The 

Jewish people had been waiting for their Messiah for centuries. Why did 

God send Him precisely when He did?   

Many biblical scholars believe that the ‘time had fully come’ for 

Jesus because of the politics of the time. The Roman Empire’s sheer 

size and dominance had achieved something unique in world history: the 

opportunity for travel from Bethlehem to Berwick on Tweed without ever 

crossing into ‘enemy territory’ or needing a ‘passport’.    

For the first time ever, it was possible for ‘common’ people to trav-

el wide and far, and quickly spread news and ideas. And all you needed 

were two languages - Greek to the east of Rome, and Latin to the west 

and north. You could set sail from Joppa (Tel Aviv) and head for any port 

on the Med. And the Roman roads ran straight and true throughout the 

empire.    

So, the Roman Empire achieved something it never intended: it 

helped spread news of Christianity far and wide for 400 years. After that, 

the Empire crumbled, and the borders shut down. Not until the 19
th
 cen-

tury would people again roam so freely. The time for Jesus to be born, 

and for news of Him to be able to travel, had indeed ‘fully come’.   
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What a Christmas 

T HE Bethlehem manger, shepherds, 

wise men, Jesus, Mary and Joseph – 

it’s all so familiar to older people, who are 

shocked to hear that younger generations may 

be hazy or ignorant of them.  Aren’t they part of 

everyone’s education? 

Yet the first Christmas was restricted to 

just a few. What 21st Century Christians pro-

claim as the most significant event in history 

began in a remote corner of the Roman Empire, 

without the pomp and publicity we associate 

with kingship and power. What modern media have called ‘The Greatest 

Story Ever Told’, escaped everyone’s attention in first century Palestine. 

This year, Christmas is going to be a busier celebration than last year, 

but probably not yet back to the normal fuss we usually make each Decem-

ber.  The streets will be crowded, but shops may struggle with supplies.  

Parties will take place, but many people will feel reluctant join in. Family 

gatherings are allowed again, but the vulnerable may hesitate. Christmas 

services will be held, but carols will be sung with masks on.  

Many will struggle to hold their ‘usual’ Christmas. Yet God does not 

neglect us. This may be the very opportunity to 

rekindle or deepen our faith in what really mat-

ters about Christmas.  Away from the hordes, 

perhaps completely alone this Christmas, we 

may sit quietly and allow our heavenly Father to 

draw near to us. We may picture Mary inviting 

us to gaze with her at her Son, born to save us 

from our sins. In the silence of our imagination, 

we may join the chorus of angels announcing 

His birth to the shepherds: 
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom His favour rests.” 

 

It was that chorus which inspired an American Minister, Edmund 

Sears, to write the Christmas hymn, ‘It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear’.  Sears, troubled by the world’s turbulent history and failure to hear 

the Christmas message, was himself recovering from a breakdown.  Written 

in 1849, his words have a timeless ring about them: 
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Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

Two thousand years of wrong;  

And man, at war with man, hears not 

The love-song which they bring; 

Oh, hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

And hear the angels sing. 

By the Ven John Barton  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The great work of St Columba 

I T WAS 1500 years ago, on 7th December 521, that 

St Columba, an Irish missionary who spread Christi-

anity in Scotland and the North of England, was born in 

what is now County Donegal. 

Columba – also known as Columcille – was one 

of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland, who studied under St 

Finnian in his monastic school, Clonard Abbey. He was 

also a great-grandson of the Irish King Niall, and he was 

said to have left Ireland primarily because he had 

caused considerable bloodshed at a battle stemming 

from his illegal copying of the Gospels. 

But he became a missionary after he landed on 

Iona – a tiny island off the west coast of Scotland – and, 

with his 12 followers, built a Celtic church and established a monastic com-

munity. 

Iona quickly became known throughout Europe as a missionary centre 

and school: it turned into a place of pilgrimage for centuries to come – and 

still is, though none of Columba’s original buildings have survived. His cell 

and outlines of the original monastery were uncovered by excavations in 

1958 and 1959.  

He spent much time in Scotland, but Columba’s final years seem to 

have been spent mainly on Iona, where he was already revered as a saint. 

He is now the patron saint of Derry. He and those associated with him spread 

the gospel more than any other religious pioneers in Britain. 

In the Irish language his name means “dove”, which is the same as 

Jonah in Hebrew. The word ‘Columba’ is also Latin for dove.  
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Music for the Messiah 

H AVE you noticed that, in the Christmas story, singing is featured 

on three occasions?  

Firstly, after Mary was given a message from the angel Gabriel, and 

was visiting her elderly and pregnant relative, Elizabeth. Mary was so 

overwhelmed with happiness at the forthcoming miraculous births, she 

started to sing. 

Over the years, her words, known as The Magnificat, have been set 

to music by various composers. The hymn Tell out, my soul, the greatness 

of the Lord is one example of it. Of course, we don’t know Mary’s melody 

line, but her words express God’s promise that He would rescue His peo-

ple and through them save the world. Mary sings of God’s mercy and be-

nevolence on the helpless, the humble and the hungry. 
 
 

Months later, in the fields of Bethlehem, shepherds were confronted 

with an angel and given an incredible message: the Saviour, the Messiah 

had been born. This was followed by a host of angels who could not help 

but sing Glory to God. Later, the shepherds saw the baby Jesus. They 

then returned home: not in silence and awe, but in song. They were over-

whelmed with an encounter with Almighty God! Heaven and earth had 

been brought together. They simply couldn’t stop themselves from praising 

and glorifying God. 
 
 

For Mary, the Shepherds and the Eastern Men too, that first Christ-

mas brought in a time of hope: hope for the helpless, pardon for the guilty, 

and forgiveness for the conscious stricken. Good news for those who had 

had nothing but bad news! 

From that time on, people have tried to express their gratitude, 

thanks and wonder at God’s love and mercy. Over the centuries, countless 

poets and musicians have composed music for us to sing. At no other time 

in the year, is so much music used to describe and express one moment 

in history. 

Traditionally, December is a time for concerts and services of 

Christmas music. We come together to sing carols and other songs that 

express the wonder of God’s Gift to us. Unfortunately, last year, the coro-

navirus restricted or even cancelled our musical festivities. This month, we 

may be in a better position to worship together. 

Jesus has given us hope; forgiven our sin; and continues to impart 

faith and heal our spiritual wounds. Isn’t that something to always sing 

about?    O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!  
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Are you tired? 

H OW tired are you? As this Christmas approaches, many of us 

feel more than tired – we feel utterly drained. We have found 

that despite being less active than we used to be, we have far less ener-

gy. Months of anxiety, rising bills, Covid confusion, and erratic sleep pat-

terns have not helped. Here are some tips of how to improve things: 

Increase your light, especially in the morning. Scientists say that 

daylight clears melatonin, the tiredness hormone, and produces instead 

the brain’s happy chemicals, dopamine and serotonin. As one scientist 

from Sleepstation.org.uk advises, “Throw open your curtains the minute 

you wake up, and don’t start work without exercising outside first.” 

Increase your joy through human contact.  A German study found 

that people who are most socially isolated are also the most exhausted. 

Social media doesn’t count – it can make you feel even more tired. In-

stead, get out and meet up with some friends, and “do whatever makes 

you smile, or simply feel good.” 

Eat right. Nutritionists warn that diets high in starchy carbs and 

sugar mean fluctuating energy levels. At least half of each meal should 

be vegetables, fruit or salad.  And keep your alcohol intake under control 

- it can compromise your sleep quality. 

Consider vitamins - new research from the Health and Food Sup-

plements Information Service (hsis.org) advises that Vitamin B can help 

reduce tiredness and fatigue. Make sure you are eating eggs, dairy prod-

ucts, legumes and seeds regularly. If you are still really exhausted, con-

sider a blood test to check your iron levels. 

Exercise.  We all know this is good for us, but it is also important 

to stay hydrated as you do it. Water makes an enormous difference to 

your energy levels. 

Take time to stop and breathe deeply, and slowly. Anxiety can 

keep us in a chronic fight-or-flight mode, which drains our energy. Calm, 

deep breathing can halt the stress response.  

Be grateful.  Make a list of things that you have to be thankful to 

God for – practise a mental attitude of praise and gratitude towards Him. 

You will be amazed at the difference it makes! 
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Remembering Dorothy Wordsworth 

T WO HUNDRED AND FIFTY years ago, on 25
th
 December 1771, 

Dorothy Wordsworth – writer, poet and diarist – was born. She 

was sister to the poet William Wordsworth. 

She had no ambitions to be a published author herself, but her dia-

ries – particularly the Grasmere Journal, eventually published in 1897 – 

reveal her to be a talented, poetic writer, from whom her famous brother 

borrowed freely, and without attribution. 

She was born in Cockermouth, one of a family of five, and her early 

childhood was happy until her mother died, followed by her father when 

she was 12. She was sent to live with an aunt in Halifax while her four 

brothers remained together, but she was reunited with William 12 years 

later, and they became extremely close. 

In the intervening years she had lived for about six years in the 

isolated village of Forncett, in Norfolk, where her uncle, the Rev William 

Cookson, was vicar – and where she set up a small school. 

Later, it seemed that she was in love quite passionately- – though 

probably not sexually – with her brother William, and she continued to live 

with him after his marriage to Mary Hutchinson in 1893, when Dorothy 

was 31 and regarded herself as too old to marry herself. She never did 

marry, though she may have had a brief liaison with poet Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge, a friend of William’s. 

In later life she was chronically ill – possibly from the after-effects 

of opium – and she remained an invalid in what her biographer described 

as “a deepening haze of senility” for at least the last 25 years of her life, 

dying near Ambleside at the age of 84.  

Her journals describing walks with William and others in the Lake 

District reveal her importance to her brother’s work and her own extraor-

dinary talent. 

Tim Lenton  
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Christmas Presence 
(Isa 9:6, 7:14) 

 
Unto us a child is born 

To us a son is given… 
 

And you will call Him Immanuel, 

God with us. 
 

Jesus, God actually with us. 

God’s greatest gift, 

Born into weakness and vulnerability, 

Sharing life’s raw reality, 

Family rows, family rejoicing, 

Broken relationships, broken hearts, 

Grief and great suffering, 

Rejection and injustice, 

Despair and death. 

 

Yet through it all 

Still the gift goes on 

Revealing God’s grace and power  

And peace to overcome. 

This is a gift that cannot be wrapped, 

That will never break 

Or pass its sell-by date. 

This is Jesus, 

The greatest gift. 

 

Receive God’s Christmas presence 

And walk on with Him. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Bells Never Sound Any Sweeter 
Nigel Beeton writes: “At St Mary’s in Bury St Edmunds, many years ago they 

found, sadly, that the tower could no longer support the bells swinging as most bells 

do, so they were fixed in the downward position, and they are rung with hammers as a 

carillon. At Christmas, they ring out Christmas carols – O Little Town of Bethlehem, 

Silent Night – all the favourites. As I listened to them, I was reminded of an old Ger-

man carol, Susse die Glocken nie klingen (Bells never sound any sweeter). This year, 

I felt it was high time that I attempted an English version!” 

 

Bells never sound any sweeter 

Than when at Christmas they ring; 

Angels on wings never fleeter – 

Message of gladness they bring! 

                As they once sang on that first Christmas night 

                Bells sing of God’s Holy birth 

                Ringing throughout the whole earth! 
  

O, when those sweet bells are ringing 

Even in Heaven they’re heard; 

Angels soon join with their singing 

Bringing us God’s Holy Word. 

                Sing of the father, the mother, the child 

                Bells sing of God’s Holy birth 

                Ringing throughout the whole earth! 
  

Ring with those beautiful tones 

Across the far ocean wide 

Joy to all folk in their homes 

This blessed Christmastide! 

                All sing with joy the wonderful song – 

                Bells sing of God’s Holy birth 

                Ringing throughout the whole earth! 
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Advent and Christmas Services 
 

Carol Services 

Sun 5th Dec  6pm. Advent Carol Service St Mary’s 

Sun 19th Dec 6pm. Carol Service   St Michael’s 

Thurs 23rd Dec 12 noon  Lunchtime Carols St John’s 

 

Christingle Services 

Sunday 12th December    4pm   St Michael’s  

Fri 24th Dec (Christmas Eve) 4pm   St John’s 

 

Christmas Services  

 

24th December    Christmas Eve 

9.30 pm  Vigil of Midnight Mass   St Mary’s 

        (zoomed) 

11.30 pm  Midnight Mass      St Michael’s 

 

25th December    Christmas Day 

9 am   Nativity of the Lord Mass  St Mary’s 

10.15 am. Nativity of the Lord Mass 

     St Michael’s (zoomed) 
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Sunday 26th December St Stephens Day 

10 a.m. Benefice Mass St Mary’s (zoomed) 

Octave of Christmas 

Monday 27th  8 am Patronal Festival  St John’s 

Wednesday 29th 10 am. Mass      St Mary’s 

Thursday 30th  10 am Mass St Michael’s (zoomed) 

 

 

Sunday 2nd January Epiphany  

8 a.m.  Mass St John’s 

9.15   Mass  St Michaels   

    (zoomed) 

10.45  Mass St Mary’s 
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Daily Hope phone line receives more than 
550,000 calls 

D AILY HOPE, a free phone line which offers prayers and support 

for callers, receives nearly 20,000 calls every month. The service, 

which was launched during the Covid-19 lockdown, has spent more than 

7.15 million minutes on more than 550,000 calls. 

The phone line originally launched in April 2020, only to continue in 

response to ongoing demand once restrictions were eased.  

Daily Hope set up by the Church of England nationally, has also been 

supported by Connections, a Missional Programme to older people based at 

Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith in Later Life. 

Over the year and a half of service, Daily Hope has continued to en-

courage people across the country and beyond including Australia, Japan, 

and the United States.  

Since the phone line launched, users have been able to listen to a 

range of audio, including the Church of England’s national weekly service, 

hymns and daily prayer. 

Many have messaged Lambeth Palace to express their thanks for the 

introduction of the phone line, particularly for elderly people.   
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Your Gift of Life – at Christmas 
 

Creaking on the staircase - 

Noise outside my door - 

A rustle in the chimney –  

It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more. 

St Nicholas is on his way 

With all his Christ-life gifts 

To fire every child-light with 

The loving Christ-mass kiss. 
 

In some he’ll place the gift of gold - 

In others frankincense - 

While others will be given myrrh - 

All signs of God’s presence. 
 

For in each earthly crib or bed 

In squalor, comfort, splendour -  

The Christ child has been placed again 

To call the world to wonder.   
 

So come you kings, come one, come all, 

Come shepherds to the cradle stall 

And hear the angels sing a-new 

The heavenly song they sing for you. 
 

Your God is in your gift of life - 

The life He gives with love – 

So take the gift and use it, 

Use it wisely, don’t abuse it, 

Let the Christ-life fire your spirit 

That God in you may LIVE. 

By Sam Doubtfire 
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World War II Memorial, 
St. Michael’s Church, Fobbing, Essex 

Clarence Frank Norton Young 

C LARENCE YOUNG was born on 22
nd

 November 1918 the sec-

ond of five children of Frank Arthur Young and Florence Annie 

Young née Hollinshead.  He was baptised on 15
th
 December at Holy 

Cross Church, Basildon, the family lived in Basildon.  In the 1939 Regis-

ter Clarence was recorded as living at Trellyn, Wharf Road, Stanford le 

Hope and his occupation was a Butcher's Shopkeeper.  In 1941 he mar-

ried Gladys Patricia Ellen Boughen, I can't find any record of them hav-

ing any children.   

The 1939 Register was taken within a few weeks of the outbreak 

of the Second World War.  It recorded the population showing their 

names, date of birth, marital status and their occupation.  Its primary 

use was for the issuing of Identity Cards and Ration Books. In 1948 the 

NHS took over the register and was still updating women's marriages 

until 1991.  When a woman married their surname was crossed through 

and their married name entered using red or green ink. When Gladys 

Boughen married Clarence Young her surname was changed from 

Boughen to Young, when I looked at Gladys on the register she was 

living with her widowed mother and sister at Oak Road, Billericay.  Her 

married name, Young, had been crossed out and Stacey entered, re-

search showed that after the death of Clarence, Gladys had married 

Cyril Stacey in 1946 in the Brentwood Registration district.  Sadly her 

death was recorded in Southend in September 1948, age 25. 

Extract from 1939 Register, Trellyn, Wharf Road, Stanford le Hope. 
Frank and Florence Young  and family. 

 

Having so many records online it can be relatively easy to find 

ancestors.  Clarence Young's father was Frank Arthur Young, 1892-

1974, an only child of Frank George Young, 1869-1943.  Frank Arthur 

was employed at the munition works in 1915, a Gunner in The Great 



 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing  

Page 21 

War and employed at the Oil Refinery in 1920.  Frank George Young and 

his younger brother Harry, were undertakers, following their father George 

Young, 1842-1902 and grandfather Joseph Young 1817-1886.  Their fami-

ly business was at 15, West Smithfield, London, two of George's sisters 

were also employed there as shroud makers, I found this information in the 

Post Office Directory for London 1860 edition.  In the 1911 census Frank 

George Young, occupation, Undertaker, his wife Harriett Emma Young and 

their 19 year old son Frank Arthur Young are living in Basildon Road, 

Laindon  I did trace Clarence Young's ancestors back to his 3x Great 

Grandfather Thomas Young, 1786-1838, a Coachman in London.  Please 

see the family tree chart and census returns, which are in the file in St. 

Michael's Church, for more information. 

When Joseph Young died in 1886 the gross value of his personal 

estate was valued at £6990 15s 10d (£6909.80), he left his business to his 

son George.  A copy of his will is also in the file and it makes for interesting 

reading listing all the bequests to his family.  When George Young died in 

1902 his personal effects were valued at £13,204 9s 4d, so he had a very 

profitable undertaking business. 

Clarence Young served with the 9
th
 (Eastern and Home Counties) 

Battalion Parachute Regiment AAC (Army Air Corps).  This was an air-

borne infantry battalion of the Parachute Regiment raised by the Army in 

WW2.  The 9
th
 Battalion took part in two major parachute landings in Nor-

mandy in June 1944.  They were based in Kiwi Barracks, Bulford Camp, 

Salisbury, Wiltshire.  There were only 556 men in the battalion and their 

training was very tough and demanding to earn their maroon beret and 

wings the soldiers had to undergo a twelve day parachute training course, 

jumping from a barrage balloon and then five parachute jumps from an air-

craft, anyone failing would be returned to their old unit.  The 'Paras' as they 

are known are still highly respected.  There is very little information on 

Clarence's military career, his next of kin would be able to obtain his ser-

vice record. On 16
th
 March 1945 Clarence died as a result of a road traffic 

accident.  I can't find any details in the newspapers of the time, during the 

war there was often a news blackout so nothing would appear in the press.  

His funeral was at 12 noon on Thursday 22 March at St. Mary Magdalene's 

Church, Great Burstead, Essex.  His address in the burial register is give 

as The Hermitage, Barleylands, Billericay, Essex.  His widow, Gladys 

would have received his medals, the War Medal 1939-1945 and the 1939-

45 Star. 
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Burial Register St. Mary Magdalene, Great Burstead, Essex. 

Grave of Clarence Frank Norton Young, St. Mary Magdalene, 
Great Burstead, Essex. 

 

Websites used to obtain this information are-, Ancestry, Find My 

Past, The Genealogist, Essex Record Office, General Register Office, 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

Peter Craggs November 2021 
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
Pregnancy Detecting 

O CTOBER has happened, and actually 

contained some timely farming for once. 

The start of the month is deemed the best time of 

year to sow winter wheat, but the weather hasn’t 

played ball the past couple of years. So it was very 

pleasing to get 50 hectares of wheat established 

pretty nicely in the second week of the month. What’s more, nearly 

half of that is now my heritage wheats. It feels super exciting to have 

established decent areas of these varieties to have a genuine quantity 

of wheat to put through my flour mill next year.  

Much as though the weather has been pretty good, I have held 

back on sowing a different block of wheat. The variety, Mulika, is hap-

py to be seed-drilled in either Winter or Spring. Consequently if I can’t 

get it in this side of Christmas, there is no worry establishing it later. 

There is a potential issue with Spring sown cereals though: one 

that has bitten pretty hard for harvest 2021 (currently in the grain 

store). That issue is the fungal disease, ergot. Ergot looks like black 

infected curled-up toenails in the wheat sample (lovely analogy I 

know!) and is poisonous if ingested. It often occurs if the weather is 

especially wet at the time in Spring when the wheat flowers. Spring 

wheat tends to flower at the same time as when spores from ergot are 

floating around, and so it is easier for spring varieties to be infected.  

It is not the end of the world if the crop gets hit with ergot. But it 

does involve more expense and messing around. The ergot must be 

removed before the crop is sold, which requires a snazzy piece of kit 

called a ‘colour sorter’. There are only two mobile lorries in the UK 

with this machine on – not ideal when you have 250 tonnes of high 

quality wheat which is unsaleable until cleaned. But hopefully come 

December that will be done! 

In the first week of October I managed to take a morning to visit 

Quentin Edwards and his Cools Farm herd of cows near Salisbury. I 

visited him previously when I had been on the look for a bull and liked 

his stock, so I was travelling back up to see ten yearling heifers that 
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he had for sale. This will be the final cattle 

purchase before I close my herd (or that is 

the plan at least). 

Closing the herd means that I will not 

be importing any more cattle to my farm, 

and will just work with what I have. The only 

exception will be changing my bull every 

three years, which will be performed under 

strict quarantine and testing protocols. The 

point of closing a herd means that you 

shouldn’t be importing any new disease, with the aim of avoiding the 

requirement to vaccinate. I liked Quentin’s cows and bought the cattle, 

on the proviso that their bloods were tested for cattle diseases BVD, 

IBR, Johne’s and neospora. I wish I’d understood the importance of this 

before purchasing my first in-calf cows last year when I imported ne-

osporosis to the farm and lost two calves to abortion.  

Quentin has never had issues with abortion, yet much to his sur-

prise four of the heifers came back with a positive result for neospora. 

The hunt runs through Quentin’s farm, as too do some well-trodden 

walking routes, so the chance of infection from dogs is unfortunately 

high. I was gutted not to get these four animals, and for Quentin too 

(who is now planning on testing his entire herd and culling those who 

are positive), but I’m pleased to know that the animals that arrive have 

a clean bill of health. They are due to arrive at the start of November 

and will go to the bull in July with the rest of my herd.  

The end of October saw my cows needing to be moved off the 

conservation grazing on the Essex Wildlife Trust Fobbing Marshes and 

back onto mob-grazing. I don’t have time for daily moves currently 

(unfortunately), so I will be moving approximately once a week. Since I 

was moving the cows to new grazing, I thought it a sensible time to run 

the cows through the crush in order to check who was in calf. We also 

took bloods on all the adults in my existing herd to test for the afore-

mentioned diseases. At least that way I’ll know what I have in the herd 

and can manage appropriately and cull as required to end up without 

any disease (hopefully!). As with anything new, if I were to buy a new 

herd again I would do things very differently! But I have learned a lot in 

a year.  

Mia from Westpoint Farm Vets did the pregnancy testing, and a 

final year student from Surrey Vet School (Ellie) also came along to get 
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more experience taking bloods from 

cows (which is done by lifting the tail 

high in the air and using a vacuum tube 

to extract blood from the tail vein on the 

underside of the base of the tail). It also 

gave me the opportunity to try using a 

different style of cattle handling, utilising something called a ‘Bud Box’ 

as a system to naturally flow the cattle down the race and into the crush, 

keeping the cows calm and stress free. If you are interested it is worth 

looking up on YouTube. And although my version of it needed a few 

tweaks, I was very pleased by how it functioned.  

Twelve of my cows had run with Kestrel the bull this year. And 

five of those were neospora positive (determined by testing last Febru-

ary). In theory those five had a 50:50 chance of being in calf. So I am 

very pleased that only one, cow 070, was not in calf, and I am expecting 

eleven new lives on the farm from mid-February onwards. I am also 

pleased that Kestrel performs as well as he looks! There is still a greater 

chance that the neospora-positive cows may abort, but that becomes 

much less likely in a month to six weeks time. So fingers crossed! Hope-

fully this time next year we will have a herd of 55 animals, with 31 in calf. 

That would be a good result starting with just eleven at the end of 2020! 

Mia also had the less than desirable job of surgically castrating 

my youngest bull calf, Halibert. With him being so little, we were happy 

that the head yolk on the cattle crush at least went small enough to hold 

his head securely, and we could put a pallet in the crush to narrow it. 

Mia then stood to one side to stop him moving whilst I held his tail up out 

of the way standing behind him. Once restrained he fully calmed down, 

and Mia could administer a local anaesthetic.  The operation was swift 

(although naturally uncomfortable to witness as a man!).  

As a little bit of something different, the middle of the month saw 

me travelling down to the Cotswolds to Honeydale Farm, home to 

FarmEd (owned by a good friend, Ian Wilkinson, who also owns Cots-

wold Seeds - where all my gorgeous diverse 

herbal leys are from!). FarmEd is a beautiful 

demonstration farm with an incredible educa-

tion centre at its heart, teaching about holistic 

farm management, regenerative farming, etc.  

I was there because I am helping Nikki 

Yoxall (who I visited near Inverness last 
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month) to develop an education course in agroecology. There have been a 

number of group Zoom calls through the year building up to this, but it was 

great to have an in-person session with eight of us really trying to hone the 

syllabus. Something entirely new to me, but very close to my heart.  

I was grateful to have the opportunity whilst there to sit down with 

Ian in the evening and have an in-depth chat about my business and what 

I am attempting to do. Ian is a generation older than me, but we share very 

similar passion, drive and determination for the same things. Being able to 

candidly talk though my business was exceptionally valuable, especially 

given the lack of face-to-face meetings of late.  

I’m hoping the next month will see us complete a good length of 

fencing on the farm; ring fencing the holding so I can feel happy that my 

cows won’t end up on the road. Perhaps if I’m lucky, maybe we’ll manage 

to establish the Mulika wheat and winter beans too. 
 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farmingGeorge 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Camels 

I N Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the 

inn, over which was pictured a large star.  The third camel and its rider 

were going directly away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different 

direction?” her mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to 

park.” 

New bank  

M OTHER decided that ten-year old Cathy should get something 

‘practical’ for Christmas.  “Suppose we open a savings account 

for you?” she suggested.  Cathy was delighted. “It’s your account, darling,” 

mother said as they arrived at the bank, “so you fill out the application.”  

Cathy was doing fine until she came to the space for ‘Name of your former 

bank.’  After a slight hesitation, she put down ‘Piggy’. 

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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Parish Christmas Dinner 
Date: 8th Jan 2022 at St. John’s 

Time: 6 for 6.30pm 

Price: £15.00 per person 

T HERE will be a 3 course meal, bring your own drinks. 

If you have any dietary requirements you must let us 

know when you purchase a ticket 

Tickets are limited to 30, so book early to avoid disap-

pointment , available from Bev or Peter C 

Peter and Jean Craggs 

Peter & Jean Craggs wish all their 

friends a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  We will be donating 

to church funds in lieu of sending cards. 
 

Sandra White 

As usual I won’t be sending Christmas 

Cards, I will be donating to St. Luke’s. I 

wish you all a happy and blessed Christ-

mas. God Bless, lots of love from Sandra 
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Could YOU be a Bloodrunner? 

T HE ESSEX VOLUNTARY BLOOD SER-

VICE – or Essex Bloodrunners for short, 

is a charity providing medical courier services to 

the NHS and our local Air Ambulances. We are 

one of 30 such organisations in the UK. 

From the NHS Blood Bank at Basildon, 

our unpaid volunteers deliver blood and blood 

products to A&E Hospitals in Essex and East 

London; deliver samples for analysis to a NHS 

Lab in North London, and via Princess Alexandra Hospital in Harlow, 

supply blood to the Air Ambulances at Earls Colne and North Weald eve-

ry night. Amongst many other tasks we also courier breast milk from do-

nors to the Hearts Milk Bank and Addenbrooke’s Hospital. 

We operate every weekday night, and day and night shifts at 

weekends and Bank Holidays. Our enhanced support to Hospitals during 

the Covid-19 pandemic has also introduced a weekday daytime shift. We 

now need more members. You choose in advance the days and shifts 

you work. We are looking for reliable and responsible men and women 

from all backgrounds, employed or retired, with a motorcycle, car or van, 

a mobile phone and internet access. You will receive training, documen-

tation, full support and a hi-viz uniform jacket. 

You will work alone on a delivery run with a typical round-trip dis-

tance from home of between 60 and possibly over 120 miles, and be the 

face of Essex Bloodrunners to the public and NHS staff. The work is not 

glamorous; can be tiring; you may work unsocial hours in all weathers 

and you will add thousands of miles to your vehicle. You are unpaid and 

cover all your own expenses… so not much going for it really! 

However, rather like being a First Aider or Blood Donor, this is one 

of the very few ways that an ordinary member of the public can help 

save a life. 

Most of you reading this piece will think “sounds good, but not for 

me”, which we quite understand, but just one of you may wish to enquire 

further. If so, see our website at: 

EssexVoluntaryBloodService.com 

And thank you for your kind attention. 
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Zoomed Services 

E 
ACH week we are continuing to zoom one Sunday 

service and one weekday service.  Below are the 

dates and times of our zoomed services.  
 

Thursday 2
nd

 December   10 am  St Michael’s 

Sunday 5
th

 December    10 am  St Mary’s 
               Benefice Service 

Thursday 9
th
 December   10.am  St Michael’s 

Sunday 12
th

 December  9.15   St Michael’s  

Wednesday 15
th
 December 10.am  St Mary’s 

Sunday 19
th

 December  10am  St Michael’s 
               Benefice Service 

Wednesday 22nd  December 10.am  St. Mary’s 

Friday 24th December 9.30pm St Mary’s 

Saturday 25th December 10.15am St Michael’s 

Sunday 26
th

 December  10am  St. Mary’s 

               Benefice Service 

Thursday 30
th
 December  10am  St. Michaels 

Sunday 2
nd

 January    9.15am   St. Michael’s 

Wednesday  5thJanuary 10 am St Mary’s 

Sunday 9th January 10 45 am St Mary’s 

Thursday 13th January 10 am St Michaels 

Sunday 16th January 9.15am St Michaels 

Wednesday 19th January 10 am St Mary’s 

Sunday 23rd January 10.45 am St Mary’s 



Prayer Intentions : December 2021 
 1st Charles de Foucould  Those who are homeless 

 2nd Feria        Our world leaders 

 3rd St Francis Xavier    Missionaries and their work 

 4th John of Damascus   The work of Crisis and Shelter 

 5th Advent 2 Feria    The Prophets   

 6th St Nicholas      Young people 

 7th St Ambrose     A deeper spirituality 

 8th Conception of BVM    The Shrine of our Lady at Walsingham 

 9
th
 Feria        All who live in fear 

10th Ember Day      Bishops Guli and John 

11th Ember Day      Theologians 

12th Advent 3      St John the Baptist  

13th Lucy        Our local schools 

14th St John of The Cross  The Carmelite Order 

15th Feria        The street children of the World 

16th Feria        The lonely 

17th O Sapienta      Emergency Service workers 

18th Feria        Fr John 

19th Advent 4      Mary Mother of Jesus 

20th Feria        Families in our communities 

21st Feria        All who are travelling 

22nd Feria        Those separated from their families 

23rd Feria        Little Haven 

24th Christmas Eve    Waiting on the Lord 

25th Christmas Day    The Nativity of our Lord 

26
th
 St Stephen      Those persecuted for their faith 

27th St John the Evangelist  Evangelists 

28th Holy Innocents    Bereaved parents 

29th Thomas Becket    Archbishops Justin and Stephen 

30th Feria        St Luke’s Hospice 

31st John Wycliffe     Thanksgiving for the past year 
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