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From Revd. Wendy 
Dear Friends  

H APPY 2022, as January starts our new calendar 

year, celebrated and marked by everyone in the world. Not maybe 

in quite the same way as in previous years, but there will still be a great look-

ing forward in the hope, that this year will be better than the last.  
We know everyone will look back on 2021 as being a difficult year. The 

Pandemic has dominated our lives, restricting us and perhaps giving us dif-

ferent perspectives. We have all sensed detachment from others and found 

ways to adapt. However difficult, we know the challenges of life, shape and 

mould us, as Jesus walks the journey with us.  

So as we walk our journey what are our hopes and dreams for 2022?  

How are we going to approach the new year with fresh hope? In his letter to 

the Philippians Paul wrote that he focused on, the forgetting of what is be-

hind and the straining toward what is ahead, He pressed on towards the 

goal, to win the prize for which God has called him to be heavenward in 

Christ Jesus. His hopes were on looking to God and trying his best to fulfil 

the plans God had for him.  

When we look back, we are asked to learn from the things we didn’t 

quite get right and focus on how we can keep going. In all our changing cir-

cumstances, in the missing of those we have loved, in any of our life chang-

ing circumstances, we can find hope in looking ahead, hope in the support of 

others around us, others who want to be there for us, knowing sometimes we 

have to ask and share our true feelings.  

Paul saw himself as an athlete running purposively for Christ. Eyes 

forward, which for me reminds me of the film Chariots of Fire, when the ath-

letes were running along the beach as the sun was rising, they had their fo-

cus and they kept going. Their hopes and dreams gave them that vision. 

There was always more to be done as they built on their skills and abilities. 

We too know that we have God’s forgiveness when we confess our sins and 

failings, he gives us new life and a way of looking ahead.  

Something we can all do with Jesus at the centre of our lives. Do we 

have the hope that we can be of more service to Jesus this coming year, al-

low ourselves to become deeper in our prayer life and bible reading?  

Paul looked forward to the day that he would stand before God with 

the hope that God would say well done good and faithful servant. He knew 

Jesus had really turned his life around, had been there for him in the chal-

lenges and he wanted to give his very best to Jesus.  
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So, as we stand at the beginning of 

this new year with our fresh hope for 2022 

and eyes focused on the way ahead, let us 

all ask ourselves What can I do this year 

that will help me bring glory and honour to 

God?  

Wishing you all a very happy and 

blessed new year. 

Revd Wendy 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

One Man’s Epiphany 

T HERE was a man who didn't believe in the incarnation or the spiritual 

meaning of Christmas, and was also very sceptical about God. He 

and his family lived in a farming community and his wife was a devout believ-

er and churchgoer. She did her best by her children, and she raised them in 

the faith. Her husband sometimes gave her a hard time about her faith and 

he always mocked her religious observance of Christmas. One snowy 

Christmas Eve as she was preparing to take the children to the Christmas 

Eve service, she pleaded with her husband to come but again he firmly re-

fused. Again he ridiculed the idea of the Incarnation of Christ and dismissed 

it as nonsense. “Why would God lower himself and become a human like 

us? It’s a ridiculous story.” he said. So she and the children left for church 

while he stayed home. 

After they had left, the winds grew stronger, and the snow turned into 

a nasty blizzard. All he could see out of the window was a blinding white 

snowstorm so he settled down to relax before the fire for the evening. Then 

he heard a loud thump, something hitting the window and then there was 

another. He looked out the window but couldn’t see very far, so he ventured 

outside. In the field near his house he saw a strange sight, there was a flock 

of geese, which were flying to a warmer area down south, but had got 

caught in the snowstorm. The snow had become too blinding and the winds 

too violent for them to fly any further. They were lost and stranded with no 

food or shelter. They fluttered their wings and flew around in circles, and 

then flew around the field aimlessly. 

He had compassion for the birds and wanted to help them. He thought 

“The barn would be a great place for them! It’s warm and safe; they could 

spend the night there and wait out the storm.” So he walked over to the barn 
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and opened the barn doors for them. He stood and 

waited, watching them, hoping they would notice the 

open barn and go inside. But they just fluttered 

around aimlessly and either didn’t notice the barn or 

did not realise what it could mean for them. So the 

farmer started whistling and calling to them. He then 

shouted, jumped up and down, and waved his arms. 

Still they didn’t pay attention. He moved closer to get their attention, but 

then they just moved away from him out of fear. 

He had an idea and rushed into the house and came back with 

some bread and made a bread trail from the field to the barn. Still the birds 

didn’t catch on. The farmer was starting to get frustrated and went over 

and tried to shoo the birds, he tried to run after them, and chase them to-

wards the barn but they only scattered in every direction except towards 

the barn. None of his attempts to get them through the doorway succeed-

ed. Nothing he did could get them to go in where there was warmth and 

shelter; the one place where they could survive. Feeling frustrated he sat 

down and exclaimed Why don’t they listen to me? Why don’t they follow 

me! What’s wrong with them! Can’t they see this is the only place where 

they can survive the storm! How can I get them into one place to save 

them!” he thought for a moment and realised that they wouldn’t follow a 

human.” He said “How can I save them? Thew only way would be for me to 

become like one of them. If only I could become like one of them! Then I 

could show them the way! Then I could save them! They would follow me 

and not fear me. They would trust me, and I would be able to lead them to 

safety.” He stood silently as these words reverberated through his mind. 

He though about his words, and remembered what he has said to 

his wife: “Why would God  want to be like us? That’s ridiculous!” then 

something clicked in his mind. It was like a revelation, and he began to un-

derstand the Incarnation. We were like the geese; blind, gone astray and 

perishing. God became like us so that He could show us the way and 

make a way to save us. That is the meaning of Christmas, he realised in 

his heart. As the winds and blinding snow abated, his heart became quiet 

and he pondered on this epiphany. He suddenly understood what Christ-

mas was all about. He suddenly knew why Christ had come. Suddenly all 

years of doubt, and disbelief were shattered, as he humbly and tearfully 

bowed and embraced the true meaning of Christmas. 

Author unknown. 



  The Link: January 2022  

Page 6 

Walsingham 2022 

I F YOU HAVE PAID YOUR 

DEPOSIT FOR WALSING-

HAM please see Carol Webb or 

Rev. Wendy to confirm you will be 

attending the 2022 pilgrimage. The 

dates being 10 to 13 May. 

If you have not booked but 

wish to join us for these wonderful, 

spiritual, holy days, please speak 

to Rev. Wendy or Carol Webb. 
 

Many thanks 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Get fit for 2022! 

M ORE people join health and 

fitness centres each January 

than at any other time of the year. And 

well over half the newcomers will be 

gone again – within a month. 

Perhaps there’s not much com-

mitment to begin with. Or maybe, they 

lack motivation because they haven’t 

made themselves accountable to a per-

sonal trainer. (One incentive many clubs 

are now bringing in.)   

But Christians have been called 

by God to become spiritually fit, and we DO have a personal trainer! We 

have only been able to join our ‘club’ through the precious, priceless 

blood of Jesus, and our ‘spiritual fitness’ goal is to be holy and to be lov-

ing, caring people.   

The heavenly Father will be pleased and glorified as we simply 

keep on coming to the ‘gym’ of personal and corporate worship, and 

keep faithful to the spiritual disciplines, and our service together in the 

Body of Christ.   
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God’s fragrance 
do people catch a whiff of it on you? 

 

‘…and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.’ John 12:3 

A  STORY runs of how a lady was having tea outside a tea shop 

late one afternoon, when she became aware of a pleasant scent 

filling the air. She asked the waiter the source of the scent and was told 

that it came from the people passing by.  He explained that they worked 

in a perfume factory down the street and were on their way home. When 

they left the factory, they always carried with them the fragrance that had 

permeated their clothes during their day’s work. 

As the perfume workers leave the factory full of the fragrance of 

where they have been, so we, as we leave our churches and chapels and 

wherever we spend time with God, are meant to carry the perfume of His 

presence with us. We are called to spread everywhere the fragrance of 

the knowledge of Him (2 Corinthians 2:4). If we allow ourselves in wor-

ship to be permeated with Christ’s love and the sweetness of His pres-

ence, then we will be able to take the Jesus in us out into the world.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Don’t cover over your garden  

T HE TV presenter Monty Don has 

said that having pavement or tar-

mac on your property is one of the ‘worst 

contributions’ that homeowners can make 

to climate change. 

The Gardeners’ World presenter 

points out that hard surfaces prevent water 

from being absorbed into the ground, which is a growing problem be-

cause of increased flooding.  

Instead, Don urges people to consider having as many absorbent 

surfaces in their gardens as possible. Writing in the BBC Gardeners’ 

World Magazine, he explains: “We need for excess water to slowly work 

down into our underground aquifers and make its way gradually to our 

rivers and out to the sea.” 
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Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester 1095 

W ULFSTAN, Bishop of Worcester from 1062 to 1095, occupies 

a unique place in British church history. 

He was the last surviving pre-Conquest bishop, the first bishop to 

pay homage to William the Conqueror after the battle of Hastings, and 

one of the few Saxons to keep high office to the end of William’s reign. 

On top of that, he seems to have been a truly good and holy man. 

Wulfstan was born about 1008 at Long Itchington, Warwickshire. 

His uncle was Archbishop of York, and through his help, Wulfstan stud-

ied at the monasteries of Evesham and in Peterborough. Because of his 

Christian dedication, his superiors recommended him for the priesthood. 

Wulfstan was ordained in 1038 and joined a Benedictine monastery at 

Worcester. 

Wulfstan was appointed prior of the monastery and from 1034 also 

served as the parish priest of Hawkesbury, Gloucestershire. He was 

made bishop of Worcester in 1062.  

As a bishop, Wulfstan made some significant contributions to the 

English church. He had a passion for pastoral care and was the first Eng-

lish bishop to be known to have made a complete visitation of his dio-

cese. He was a gifted administrator, increasing the effectiveness of his 

archdeacons.   

He was highly influential in monastic reform, overseeing laws and 

canons to reform the role of the clergy.  

He was a powerful preacher – with a great gift for explaining the 

teaching of Christianity.  He encouraged a wider understanding of public 

penitence and taught against the many pagan customs throughout the 

land. 

He had a strong social conscience, and soon became a bitter op-

ponent of the slave trade.  Together with Lanfranc, Wulfstan was mainly 

responsible for ending the slave trade in Bristol, and also for abolishing 

the slave trade between Worcester diocese and Ireland.   

He had a passion for buildings, and founded Great Malvern Priory, 

as well as overseeing the large-scale rebuilding of Worcester Cathedral, 

Hereford Cathedral, and Tewkesbury Abbey.   

Wulfstan died in January 1095, apparently during his daily ritual of 

washing the feet of 12 of his parishioners. He is remembered on 19th 

January. 
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The Rev Dr Herbert McGonigle looks to Psalm 23 as the New 

Year begins.... 

The reality of faith in God 

A S we enter this New Year of 2022 even the most devoted Chris-

tians can’t ignore the uncertainties we face. The whole world 

was caught up in the persistent spread of Coronavirus. It is shaking na-

tional economies and causing untold stress and harm. Many people fear 

that their lives and families will never be the same again. 

Almost daily the news has been gloomy and economic experts 

say the situation is the worst in living memory. How do we, as Christians, 

react to all this? What do we trust in? Has God something to say to us in 

these days? 

An answer may be found in a well-loved passage from the Bible – 

Psalm 23:  ‘The Lord is my shepherd …He restores my soul …he leads 

me …I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.’   

But in the middle of this lovely psalm there are three reminders 

that Christians are NOT exempt from the realities of life.  The psalmist 

speaks of ‘the paths of righteousness’, ‘the valley of the shadow’ and 

‘the presence of my enemies.’   

The mention of ‘the paths of righteousness’ is a reminder that we 

are called to love the Lord and live our lives in righteousness. The won-

derful promises in this psalm come with a condition; they are given to 

those who determine by God’s grace to live righteously.  And that must 

be our first resolution for 2022.   

The ‘valley of the shadow’ may refer to death, but generally the 

reference here is wider.  It means all those occasions when fear and sor-

row and heartbreak and loss come to even the best Christians.  

Then there are our ‘enemies.’ Originally that probably meant those 

wanting to kill the psalmist. For us it may be the seduction of old tempta-

tions, the fears that paralyse us and the memories of sins that still haunt 

us. 

The psalmist is a realist!  As Christians we live our lives in the real 

world! We are not floating on cloud nine; we are rooted in a fallen world 

and surrounded by temptations and sins and infirmities. Any day, pain, 

an incurable disease, even death itself, may come to us or to those we 

love. How do we face these realities?   
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Psalm 23 has the answer. If we, by God’s grace, will walk in ‘the 

paths of righteousness,’ then all the promises are ours! The Lord will be 

our Shepherd. He will lead us by the still waters; He will restore our souls, 

prepare a table for us in the wilderness, protect and guide us with His rod 

and staff and, at the end, bring us into the house of the Lord forever. Let’s 

make Psalm 23 our charter of faith for 2022! 

Dr Herbert McGonigle is a former Senior Lecturer in Historical Theolo-
gy, Church History and Wesley Studies in Nazarene Theological Col-
lege, Manchester, England. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the year ahead. 

A New Year’s Resolution from Micah 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression…? He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good, and what does the Lord require of you: To act justly and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:7-8) 

I  QUITE like olive oil; not the Popeye character but the cooking ingre-

dient. Although I am not sure what I would do with even one river of 

oil, and I have nowhere to put a ram.  

Still, this is one of my favourite Bible passages, and it is an ideal 

one for lawyers. It sums up in a very simple but helpful way what true reli-

gion should be. That makes it a good verse to start the year. The mes-

sage is simple: God does not want empty promises or lip service, but our 

real devotion, from our heart. 

What does it mean for us?   
 

Do justly - Be honest and open in our dealings with others this year. Be 
dependable. We should say when things are going wrong and be appre-
ciative when they go well. Be fair in our dealings, whether at home or at 
work or in church. Keep confidences and never pass on gossip.  

 

Love mercy - Give people the benefit of doubt, do not take advantage of 
others and do not always criticise or complain. Accept apologies and ex-
planations where we can, and be generous.  

 

Walk humbly - Quietly get on with things. Do not make a big show of 
what we do.  
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Lastly, we are required to do these things. They are not options or 

choices but requirements. Like many requirements in the Bible, they are 

simple to understand, but not always simple to do. Happy New Year.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The music you love best – and when you love it 

I F YOU enjoy listening to music, ever notice how the kind of music that 

you like changes throughout the day? According to research published 

in the journal Royal Society Open Science, our tastes over just one day 

will vary in preference to a perceived tempo, loudness, bounciness, and 

danceability. 

In late morning, we tend to go for loudness and energy in our music. 

By afternoon, the tempo begins to increase, and the beat and danceability 

also increase. 

The highest tempo is preferred in the evening, between 8pm and 

11pm. After that, we tend to prefer softer, slower music. But by 4am, the 

picture is muddled, as “the handful of people awake at this hour are often 

up to very different activities.” 

According to a scientist at Aarhus University in Denmark, it all 

seems to point “to there being a circadian rhythm, even in our preference 

for music.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Call for action to free Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 

T HE BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD, Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, is call-

ing upon the British Government to repay its £400-million debt to 

Iran, and take immediate action to secure the release of Nazanin Zaghari-

Ratcliffe. 

Mrs Zaghari-Ratcliffe was first jailed in Iran five years ago, accused 

of crimes that involved plotting against the Iranian government. Last year 

she lost her appeal against a second prison sentence and was then or-

dered to return to prison for another year, with a further year of a travel 

ban. Late last year her husband engaged in a 21-day hunger strike outside 

the Foreign Office, to try and persuade the British Government to take ac-

tion. 

Britain owes Iran £400 million over the purchase of Challenger 

tanks. It is an acknowledged historical debt. It is widely assumed that the 

debt is linked to the continued imprisonment of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe. 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – 
18th to 25th January 

T HE Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 

traditionally observed from the 18th to 

25th January – the octave of St Peter and St 

Paul.  

This year, the Week of Prayer for Chris-

tian Unity has been prepared by the churches 

of the Middle East. The Christians of the Middle East say that they offer 

these resources “conscious that the world shares many of the travails 

and much of the difficulties that it experiences”, and that it also “yearns 

for a light to lead the way to the Saviour who is the light that overcomes 

darkness.” 

More at: https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sitting down in church 

D ID you ever wonder how our churches first acquired pews? Dr 

Nicholas Orme, Emeritus Professor of History at Exeter Univer-

sity, has written a book, Going to Church in Medieval England (Yale Uni-

versity Press), in which he points out that “no medieval church pro-

nouncement ordered the provision of seating in churches other than for 

the clergy. General seating was a lay invention.” 

It is easy to understand those laity of long ago: the services could 

go on for hours. And so, as   Dr Orme explains, general seating “seems 

to have begun with the nobility and gentry who wished for comfort …. 

The desire spread downwards to the congregation during the 14
th
 and 

15
th
 centuries.”   

https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/
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Remembering Sir Ernest Shackleton 

O NE hundred years ago, on 5
th
 January 1922, 

Sir Ernest Shackleton, the Irish-born British 

Antarctic explorer, died of a heart attack in his bunk in 

South Georgia. He had led three British expeditions to 

the Antarctic. He was 47. 

It is now believed he may have had a hole in his 

heart. His feats of bravery and endurance were mixed 

with sudden illness, but he was never willing to have his 

heart properly examined. 

He set a Furthest South record when he commanded the Nimrod 

expedition in 1907-09. On that occasion he showed acclaimed leadership 

by refusing to try for the Pole because of the likelihood that he and his 

men would die on the return journey. 

But his greatest achievement was to enable the rescue of his crew 

after the Endurance became trapped and then crushed by ice in the Wed-

dell Sea in 1915. A long trek, hauling lifeboats over ice, was followed by 

Shackleton and two companions reaching South Georgia in a small boat 

– followed by a trek over mountains and glaciers to a whaling station, 

from where a rescue ship was launched to bring home the remainder. 

This has been described as “an utterly unbelievable story of brav-

ery, heroism and endurance”. Shackleton was not known to be a Chris-

tian, but he and his men said they felt Providence was guiding them, es-

pecially during the 36-hour march across South Georgia, when all three 

said they felt sure there were four of them, and not three, making the jour-

ney. 

Tim Lenton 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Remembering Ralph Vaughan Williams 

O NE hundred years ago, on 16
th
 January 1922, Ralph Vaughan 

Williams’ A Pastoral Symphony was performed for the first time, 

in London. 

Later designated Symphony No. 3, it was said to be inspired by the 

composer hearing a bugler practising and is frequently thought of as a 

memorial for the fallen of the First World War, many of whom Vaughan 
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Williams knew. He later said he saw music as an 

antidote to a war-torn world. 

He had been born in 1872: his father was 

vicar at Down Ampney in Gloucestershire, but 

he died two years later. His mother, an evangeli-

cal Christian, was also the niece of Charles Dar-

win. This combination of events may have led to 

his uncertainty in questions of faith: his second 

wife Ursula said he “drifted into a cheerful ag-

nosticism, but he was never a professing Chris-

tian”. 

Nevertheless, Vaughan Williams frequent-

ly attended church, where he found musical in-

spiration. His first job after graduation was as a 

church organist, and he wrote many composi-

tions for the Anglican Church, including well known hymn tunes. He edited 

The English Hymnal in 1904 and wrote an opera of The Pilgrim’s Progress. 

But he said there was “no reason why an atheist could not write a good 

Mass”. 

A Pastoral Symphony received some criticism at first but was later re-

garded as stunningly beautiful, combing the grace of the wildly popular The 

Lark Ascending with the deep sadness of war. 
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The Baptism of Jesus 
(Mt 3:13-17; Mk1:9-11; Lk3:21-22; Jn1:31-34) 

He came to John 

In the Jordan  

That day,  

Jesus, 

Man that He was, 

Purer than the water that washed Him. 

In His Baptism 

Man before God, 

God before man. 

 

He came to Jesus 

In the Jordan 

That day  

Spirit, 

God that He is, 

Affirming son-ship, 

In a love 

That asks painful questions 

And answers with an empty tomb.  

by Daphne Kitching 

New Year Prayer 2022 
Lord of all creation, 

Lord of all the years, 

Thank you for steering us through the fragmented landscape of two pan-

demic-riddled years. Here we stand at the beginning of a new year, not 

knowing what lies ahead. Our only security lies in you, Lord.  

Please take our hands and guide us, day by day, into January and be-

yond. We will not be afraid, Lord because you have promised never to 

leave us, never to forsake us. And you keep your promises. We are safe. 

2022, here we come… expectantly, 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen  

By Daphne Kitching  
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World War II Memorial, 

St. Mary’s Church, Corringham, 
Essex 

Eric Edward Copping 

E RIC COPPING was born on 30 November 1908 in Clacton on Sea, 

Essex.  He was the only child of Ernest Edward Copping and Ethel 

May Copping née Davey.  Whilst undertaking the research for Eric's ances-

tors I realised that I already had information on his mother's family, the 

Davey's.  I discovered that Eric Copping and Cecil Davey, who is also re-

membered on the memorial in St. Mary's church, were cousins. Cecil's fa-

ther and Eric's mother were brother and sister.  Surprisingly when Ethel 

died in Tilbury Hospital in 1966, she left everything to her two brothers Al-

bert and Edward Davey rather than to her grandchildren. 

On 7 August 1933, Eric married Evelyn Miriam Meen at St. Mary the 

Virgin Church, Corringham.  Eric was aged 24 a labourer and living at 7, 

Billet Road, Stanford le Hope his father was Ernest George Copping also a 

labourer.  Evelyn was 23 and living at 4, Grove Terrace, Corringham. Her 

father was Lionel Meen a Greengrocer.  Grove Terrace is in Fobbing Road, 

the row of terrace houses between Recreation Avenue and Digby Road. 

In the 1939 Register, Eric, a telephone operator his wife Evelyn and 

their daughter Doreen Evelyn Copping, born 3 August 1934, are living at 8, 

Clarence Road, Corringham. I could not find the family at first because their 

surname had been spelled 'Coppin'.   They later had a son, Roy Eric, born 

in 1942 and baptised at St. Mary's church, he married but had no children.  

Roy died in January 2020 he was still living at 8 Clarence Road.  I went to 

the family home and met up with Doreen's son and daughter in law they 

were interested in my research and gave me some information on Eric and 

his war service. 

 
1939 Register - 8, Clarence Road, Corringham. Name should be 
Copping not Coppin 



 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing  

Page 17 

Going back through the census records for 1911 the Davey family were 

living in Scole, Norfolk, Eric's grandfather, William Steggles Davey was a Farm 

Labourer.  Eric Copping and his parents,  when the 1911 census was taken, 

were living in St. Mary's Road, Clacton, Ernest was a Carman for a Mineral 

Water Company.  Going back 10 years to the 1901 census Ernest was living 

with his widowed father, William a Wheelwright. and his siblings in Oxford 

Road, Clacton.  In the 1891 census we find William, a wheelwright with his wife 

Sarah and six children living in Weeley.  Ten years previously the family were 

living in Trimley St. Mary, near Felixstowe, Suffolk. 

The United Kingdom and France declared war on Germany on 3rd Sep-

tember 1939 and Eric enlisted in the Army.  He served in the 4th Battalion, Roy-

al Norfolk Regiment.  Their first role was based in Norfolk guarding airfields 

and other vulnerable locations.  They moved around various locations in the 

county until November 1940, when the battalion moved to Cambridge.  In early 

1941 they moved to Scotland and then in April moved to Blackburn and in July 

a further move to Ross-on-Wye.  On 29th October 1941 the 4th Battalion sailed 

from Liverpool for Nova Scotia, Canada.  They than transferred to the  USS 

Wakefield where they sailed to Bombay calling at Trinidad and Cape Town.  

They arrived at Bombay on 29th December and transferred to a camp at Ah-

medngar.  On 19th January 1942 they embarked at Bombay sailing for Keppel 

Harbour, Singapore, where they arrived on 29th January.  It was at this time 

that Singapore was being raided day and night by Japanese aircraft.  The Roy-

al Norfolk's were defending the north east of the island when the enemy landed 

on the north west coast.  On February 11th, the allies were defending Singa-

pore city, the enemy continued heavy bombardment and as food and water 

supplies were abandoned along with ammunition and had run out by February 

15th the order to surrender was received.  The Battalion were moved to a 

crowded area near Changi, this was the site of the notorious Changi Jail,  all 

the allied forces were captured and kept in Prisoner of War Camps.  Virtually 

all the men were forced to work on the Burma-Thailand Railway a distance of 

260 miles. The conditions suffered by the prisoners was very harsh and the 

daily food rations consisted mainly of rice and the punishment handed out to 

the men was brutal with beatings and torture.  The death rate in the PoW 

Camps was one in three, about 61,000 prisoners worked on the construction of 

the railway, and about 13,000 prisoners died  along the railway.  There were 

also an estimated 80,000-100,000 civilians who died during the construction 

work  Eric Copping may have been held prisoner at Kanchanaburi Camp, the 

same camp as Eric Lomax who was badly beaten when a radio was found by 

the camp guards.  Lomax went on to write a book 'The Railway Man', which 

was later made into a film in 2013 starring Colin Firth as Eric Lomax.  Another 

film 'The Bridge On The River Kwai', 1957, covers the building of the railway.  

More information on the railway is in the folder in St. Mary's Church.  I have 
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downloaded Eric's prisoner of War record card which gives details of him 

and his family. On the reverse, all written in Japanese must be his war 

camp and death details.  Another document I found, stated that he was in 

Malai 1 PoW camp also one in Thailand, possibly Kanchanaburi. 

Eric Copping's Japanese Prisoner of War Card 

Sadly, Eric Copping succumbed to Malaria and died at the camp on 

11 August 1943, he was buried at Kanchanaburi Cemetery, Plot 8, Row H, 

Grave 15.  Eric died intestate and Letters of Administration was granted to 

Evelyn, the value of his estate was £166 18s 9d (£166.94).  There are ap-

proximately 5,085 Commonwealth casualties buried in the cemetery.  Er-

ic's widow, Evelyn would have received his medals, the War Medal 1939-

1945 and the 1939-45 Star. 

Peter Craggs  December 2021 
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
Bad news 

6 PM.  FRIDAY EVENING.  My mobile buzzes 

on the kitchen table at Mum & Dad’s, disturb-

ing our end-of-week wind-down drink and natter.  

Grasping my beer by the neck I make my way to 

the office (the sole room with phone reception) to 

take the call.  I glance down at my iPhone: the dis-

play flashes up ‘Westpoint Veterinary Group’, and I know that my vet, 

Mia, is at the other end with the important results of the previous 

week’s blood tests on my cattle herd.  Will it be a good or a bad start 

to my weekend…? 

It was a bad start.  Obviously.  As the title of this article forbade. 

There are five main diseases in farmed cattle, four of which we 

were testing for here (my animals have already been checked for bo-

vine tuberculosis).  The diseases in question are BVD, IBR, Johne’s 

and Leptospirosis.  My results showed that from the 27 cows tested 

(we didn’t take bloods on the calves) one had BVD, two had IBR, and 

one had a maybe result for Johne’s.  But as Mia joyfully proclaimed: 

“you’re all clear for lepto!”.  Bugger. 

We also opted to test for neosporosis, which threw up a curve-

ball.  One of my favourite cows, 251, mum to the most spectacular 

heifer calf, Camellia, has managed to contract neospora whilst at the 

farm here in Fobbing.  She was definitely clear last year when she 

was tested, which shows that there is neospora in the local area, 

spread by dogs and foxes. 

It really shines a light on the importance of picking up dog poo 

and ensuring dogs are kept on leads at all times whilst on farms.  It 

also shows how surging wildlife populations through public interfer-

ence via feeding also has a devastating impact on disease in other 

animals.  So to emphasise again to those who think it is cute to feed 

foxes / badgers / other wild animals:  please don’t.  Supplementary 

feeding alters wild animals within the natural ecosystem with large 

ripple effects and unexpected consequences. 

On neospora, the presence of the disease in Fobbing means 

that my management has to change.  It isn’t viable for me to attempt 
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to rid my herd of it if animals are being in-

fected here, and I won’t be able to nullify the 

host animal when many foxes are fed, plus 

the landfill serves as an additional breeding 

ground.  I will just have to manage for neop-

spora in my animals.  Neospora reduces 

fertility and increases abortion in cattle, but 

some cows seem to manage fine.  There-

fore I will continue to breed from mine.  If 

they fail to get in calf, or abort their calf then 

they will be culled from the herd at that stage. 

The other diseases are a little tougher to get my head around, 

and cannot be kept in the herd.  Each infected animal must be re-

moved.  Thankfully, due to my animals being outside all year round, 

diseases are less readily conveyed between the herd (hence the low 

infection rate).  Had I put all my cattle in a shed over winter, there is a 

much higher chance of disease spreading. 

For IBR, luckily there is a marker vaccine which can be adminis-

tered.  Most vaccines are indistinguishable from an infection, so you 

wouldn’t be able to tell if your animals have the disease or protection 

against the disease.  With IBR, this slightly more expensive marker vac-

cine enables that determination, so I had to run my herd through the 

race and crush again to vaccinate them up the nose (intranasally).  This 

is considerably easier said than done, and required me wrestling each 

animal’s head up to ensure I could blast the 2ml of liquid up an open 

nostril! 

The vaccine is by no means a quick fix.  It only has longevity for 

six months (and will need readministering at that stage).  And whilst it 

makes an infected cow less transmissive, that cow still has the disease.  

The infected animals will have to leave the herd soon, and I will contin-

ue testing six-monthly for a time until I am certain that disease is irradi-

cated. 

When it comes to BVD, there is no equivalent marker vaccine 

(although there is a non-marker).  Since I don’t wish to be continually 

prophylactically vaccinating my entire herd, I have to take the risk that 

the infected cow, 97, won’t begin spreading the disease.  Unfortunately 

she is in-calf, and won’t be finished nursing that calf for around 12 

months.  Consequently there is no chance of being BVD-free for at 

least that time. 
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And then Johne’s.  One of my 

heifers pinged up as a maybe for that.  

However, she was a heifer who had 

been recently TB tested, and apparently 

that can sometimes cause false posi-

tives – fingers are crossed that this is 

the case here. A re-test in six months to be sure. 

I am attempting to achieve a high health status for my herd in the 

next couple of years, such that they are clear of all these diseases (with 

the exception of neospora).  It’s amazing how much I have learned 

about cows in the past year, and how differently I would go about grow-

ing my herd if I were starting from scratch now.  However, hindsight isn’t 

particularly useful here.  And an important point to make is that, whilst 

these diseases in the herd aren’t ideal, it doesn’t mean there are any 

safety concerns for consuming meat from animals which had these dis-

eases when they were alive. 

Whilst the livestock side of my business has been challenging of 

late, we have had a rather better time of seeding our wheat.  I had ear-

marked a 270-acre block for wheat to be sown in the Spring.  Spring 

wheat will tend to yield less than if it is sown in the Winter; however, it 

often enables better weed control.  As discussed in my previous article, 

there are also potential pitfalls.  The November weather has been quite 

simply magnificent though!  Meaning that 185 acres of Mulika Spring 

wheat have been established really nicely, and are just thinking about 

poking their little green shoots through the soil surface.  We also got our 

Winter beans in.  From an arable perspective I am pretty tickled pink! 

Of course, we still had our niggles on this front.  The primary one 

being with applying the pre-emergent spray on the last wheat field.  This 

spray helps prevent weeds from growing in amongst the crop, whilst not 

damaging the growing crop itself.  First of all the sprayer had an engine 

issue, so we couldn’t get out to the field.  A 6am visit from Jonny at G-

Engineering got us back up and running for first thing the next morning.  

Only for Paul to unfold the boom in the field, 

begin work, and then a section of boom to 

clean shear through!  This time it was my 

friend Mitch to the rescue with a welder, and 

finally we got the field finished and put to bed 
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for Winter.  Phew!  I can’t wait to be organic across my entire holding and 

to be able to sell the sprayer! 

In the middle of the November I had my annual visit from the first 

year students at Writtle Agricultural College, studying Regenerative Agri-

culture.  I really feel like the farm has a lot to show and demonstrate for 

RegenAg, and it was all the more enthralling to show the farm to such an 

engaged group of students.  I have my fingers crossed that at least one 

new employee / co-farmer may come out of this batch. 

In and amongst the late freneticism of arable and livestock work, we 

have also been working hard ring-fencing the farm.  Paul and a second-

year student from Writtle, Morgan, are the ones putting in most of the 

graft.  I am ecstatic at how good the finished product looks up the High 

Road: 1.4m high mesh, yet to be topped with a single strand of barbed 

wire.  I have a phrase when it comes to cattle: “It’s not a problem if they 

are out, so long as they aren’t out out”.  By which I mean, provided they 

are still on the farm, it doesn’t matter if they aren’t in the paddock they are 

supposed to be.  This ring fence will provide me with a huge amount of 

peace of mind.  This year’s project is still only two-fifths of what needs do-

ing though, with another 6km planned for next year. 

Winter is meant to be quiet on a farm, but as you can tell that 

doesn’t yet appear to be the case here at Curtis Farm.  The final upcoming 

job for December is the last of the agroforestry tree planting in Spratts 

field, completing the project commenced this time last year.  The trees are 

due to arrive on Tuesday 14
th
 December.  If anyone would like to volunteer 

to help with the tree planting that would be much appreciated.  The aim 

will be to plant the 230 trees from Wednesday 15
th
 through Friday 17

th
.  If 

you wish to lend a hand, please ping me an email or WhatsApp to the con-

tact details below. 
 

 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farmingGeorge 
 

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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Reflections on God’s grace for the New Year 
NEW Year’s Day is a good time to fix one’s eyes on the only One who 

knows what the year is to hold. -         Elisabeth Elliot 

FAITH never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One 

who is leading. -              Oswald Chambers 

THIS one simple act of beginning each day with God sets each day on the 

path of wisdom. -              Elizabeth George 

ENTER the coming year with renewed hope in the power of God to do 

through you what you cannot. -          John MacArthur 

WHEREVER you are, be all there. Live to the hilt every situation you believe 

to be the will of God. -               Jim Elliot 

ALTHOUGH our New Year’s resolutions may quickly crumble, God’s plans 

never fail. -                 Charles Stanley 
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Cry Pharaoh! 

A  VISITING minister was very long-winded. Every time 

he felt he’d made a good point in his sermon, he 

would repeat it all over again. Finally, the host pastor started 

responding to every few sentences with ‘Amen, Pharaoh!’ 

The guest minister wasn't sure what that meant, but after sev-

eral more ‘Amen, Pharaohs’ he concluded his very lengthy 

sermon. 

After the service was over and the congregation had 

left, the visiting minister turned to his host and asked, "What exactly did 

you mean when you said ‘Amen, Pharaoh?’ 

His host minister replied, "I was begging you to let my people go!" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What children have to say about angels 

I T'S not easy to become an angel! First, you 

die. Then you go to Heaven, and then there's 

still the flight training to go through. And then you 

have to agree to wear those angel clothes.  -

Matthew, age 9  

Angels work for God and watch over kids 

when God has to do something else.  - Mitchell, age 7  

My guardian angel helps me with maths, but he's not much good 

for science.  - Henry, age 8 

Angels don't eat, but they drink milk from holy cows.  - Jack, age 6 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Free travel 

L IVING on earth may be expensive, but it includes an annual free 

trip around the sun. 
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Zoomed Services 

T 
HROUGHOUT January we are Zooming all our Ser-

vices from St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s. 
 

 

 

Sunday 2
nd

 January    9.15am   St. Michael’s 

           10.45   St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 5th January  10 am   St Mary’s 

Thursday 6th January   10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 9th January   9.15am   St. Michael’s 

           10 45am  St Mary’s 

Wednesday 10th January  10am   St. Mary’s 

Thursday 13th January   10 am   St Michael’s 

Sunday 16th January   9.15am   St Michael’s 

           10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 19th January  10 am   St Mary’s 

Thursday 20th January   10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 23rd January   9.15am   St. Michael’s 

           10.45 am  St Mary’s 

Wednesday 26th January  10am   St. Mary’s 

Thursday 27th January   10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 30th January   9.15am   St. Michael’s 

           10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 2nd February  10am   St. Mary’s 

Thursday 3rd February   10am   St. Michael’s 



Prayer Intentions : January 2022 
 1st Naming of Jesus    Peace in our world 

 2nd Epiphany       For all who seek Jesus 

 3rd Feria        Church outreach 

 4th Feria        All who live alone 

 5th Feria        For Fr David and our Benefice 

 6th Feria        All involved with the foodbanks 

 7th Feria        Friends and family. 

 8th Feria         Our Queen 

 9th The Baptism of Christ For all who will be baptised this year  

10
th 

William Laud     The homeless hungry and forgotten 

11th Mary Slessor      The Shrine of our Lady at Walsingham 

12th St. Ælred      Our bishops Guli and John 

13th St. Hilary      The children of our communities 

14th Feria        For all who work in the Health Service 

15th Feria        The worldwide Church  

16th 2nd Sunday Epiphany  For Christian unity 

17th St. Antony of Egypt   For the NHS 

18th Amy Carmichael    Spiritual Writers 

19
th
 St Wulfstan      Missionaries  

20th Richard Rolle     Our Pilgrim Journey. 

21st St Agnes      For all in the emergency services 

22nd St Vincent      World leaders  

23rd 3rd Sunday Epiphany  Reaching out to others 

24th St. Francis de Sales   Street children around the world 

25th Conversion of St Paul  Revelation of truth 

26th St Timothy & Titus   Discipleship  

27th Feria        A greater readership of the Bible 

28th St Thomas Aquinas   Prisoners and all in the prison service. 

29th Feria        Those who grieve 

30th Candlemas     All exploring their faith 

31st St. John Bosco    For all who work in Education 
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