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From Fr. David 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?        He is 

not here, but has risen”.  Luke 24:5  

Dear Friends  

O N the weekend of Mothering Sunday, it was two years since our 

pattern of living and worship changed  due to COVID guidelines. My 

prayer is that once again, this Easter will be able to worship as we have done 

in previous years.  

During our Lent course we have been exploring a little more deeply the 

pattern of Holy week. I would like to encourage as many people as possible 

to join us for worship during Holy week, to walk with Christ following his en-

trance into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) and the events of the Triduum, the 

three Holy Days of Holy week Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Sat-

urday. all details of services in the magazine or the Lent, Easter booklet.  

This Easter, due to school holidays, many people are on vacation, so  I 

would like to encourage even those who continue to Isolate, if appropriate, to 

try and return and join us on Easter Day.  

Many of you are aware, I am an avid fan of the classic, The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe (C S Lewis). I would like to quote a passage,  after 

the wicked Queen has slain Aslan, the Lion upon the altar Lucy and Susan 

run to his side;  

At that moment they heard from behind them a loud noise—a great 

cracking, deafening noise as if a giant had broken a giant's plate.... The 

Stone Table was broken into two pieces by a great crack that ran down it 

from end to end; and there was no Aslan.  “Who's done it?" cried Susan. 

"What does it mean? Is it more magic?”  

"Yes!" said a great voice from behind their backs. "It is more magic." 

They looked round. There, shining in the sunrise, larger than they had seen 

him before, shaking his mane (for it had apparently grown again) stood Aslan 

himself.  

"Oh, Aslan!" cried both the children, staring up at him, almost as much 

frightened as they were glad....  

"But what does it all mean?" asked Susan when they were somewhat 

calmer.  

“It means," said Aslan, "that though the Witch knew the Deep Magic, 

there is a magic deeper still which she did not know. Her knowledge goes 

back only to the dawn of time. But if she could have looked a little further 
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back, into the stillness and the darkness before Time dawned, she would 

have read there a different incantation. She would have known that when a 

willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a traitor's stead, 

the Table would crack and Death itself would start working backward.”  

I hope that the link with Christs death and resurrection is clear to see. 

Christ willingly offered himself upon the Cross and God raised him to new 

life.  

One of the great privileges as a priest is to walk alongside those who 

are preparing for death. Often those with Christian faith are able to embrace 

that death in certainty of the resurrection, for their fears are the fears of the 

dying process, not death itself and for those left behind. For Christians to 

embrace death is to embrace the idea of resurrection that we will be invited 

to come and dwell with God. The Easter message is that very message that 

we who walk with Christ are invited to share in the Resurrection through our 

faith.  

The familiar symbols of Easter are bunnies and eggs , signs of new 

life.  As we travel through the lifecycle, Easter is a reminder to us all that 

when we die we are restored to fullness in God’s Kingdom, thus sharing in 

Christ’s glorious resurrection, for Christ’s death teaches us,  that the end is 

actually the beginning.    

The promise of Easter is that God fulfilled his pledge with the rising of 

Christ from the dead. Easter is a joyful mystery, which we can never fully 

understand but it is a mystery into which we are all invited through our belief 

in Christ as our Saviour and Redeemer.   

Let us welcome the otherness and mystery of Easter -  

Alleluia Christ is risen!    He is risen indeed Alleluia!  

A Happy Easter to one and all  

Fr David    

Returning to the use of the Chalice   

O UR understanding is that many Cathedrals and 

Churches are planning to return to the use of the 

shared Chalice from Easter Sunday.  Rev Wendy and I have 

discussed this and also would like to return to the use of the 

shared Chalice.  This is completely optional, and actual Church 

teaching is that either kind of the Eucharist Body (bread) and 

Wine (Blood) are equal. So please do not feel any pressure, 

and some have already told us that they will not return to shar-

ing the Chalice. The practice, will be, that the Eucharistic Assistant or Clergy 
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person will not pass the Chalice to you, but will tip the Chalice towards you 

to take a sip. This is more easily done from a kneeling position. You may 

find the location of the Chalice is slightly different to previous practice, to 

enable kneeling.  We would also like to encourage the continued use of 

Hand Sanitiser. At the Peace, we may ask for an indication of how many 

people would like to take the Chalice, so that we consecrate an appropriate 

amount of wine. If you have questions please do not hesitate to ask.   I 

hope this makes sense 

Fr David 

Alphabet Meals   

A S the past two years have been such a difficult time, we thought 

that it would be nice to invite everyone on our electoral rolls for a 

meal. To make this manageable and not over burdensome for those pre-

paring the meals we are going to invite everyone in  alphabetical order, 

although not strictly.  We do hope this will be a fun time to gather together 

with old friends and may be make some new ones. The meal will be two 

courses and we invite you to bring your own drink, to may be share with 

others.  We hope that this will be an enjoyable occasion and we hope you 

will accept your invite. We would ask you make a donation on the day to-

wards costs.  Your invite will be either emailed or posted to you.  

Fr David 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Save the date: Saturday 9th July 4pm 

I N the cold of winter do you fancy something nice 

to look forward to? Well... save the date.  

There will be a High Tea on Saturday 9th 

July starting at 4p.m. Hopefully it will be a nice 

warm day and Father David has kindly agreed to his 

garden being the venue.  

Proceeds will be to go toward our United 

Benefice's commitment to Building Better Futures 

International (BBFI) and in particular their sewing 

economic empowerment project. More details later.  

Pamela Draycott. 
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Prayers across Europe for peace in Ukraine 
 

The Bishop in Europe, Bishop Robert Innes, writes:  

“O UR little church in Kyiv are right at the centre of this crisis,” he 

explained. “Some of them have fled the city by car, others are 

still there. These are our people, our brothers and sisters, and of course 

we are very concerned for their wellbeing and safety.  

“In the face of military action and aggression, we feel powerless. 

What can we do? One thing that we can all do is pray.”  

“The situation in Ukraine is very deeply troubling. President Putin 

is leading a completely unjustified and aggressive war against Ukraine, a 

war which many ordinary Russians deeply deplore.  

Leaders from many Christian churches, including the Ukrainian 

Orthodox (Russian Patriarchate) Church have condemned the invasion 

of Ukraine. Our hearts cry out for justice and peace. We are most espe-

cially concerned for the wellbeing of those in Ukraine who are directly 

affected by the war.  

This includes particularly the members of our own congregation of 

Christ Church, Kyiv. The Churchwarden there, Christina, messaged us 

this morning saying: ‘Please pray for us as we are standing here for our 

land and for our roots.  The battle for Kyiv has begun; it is fierce and in-

tensive. Pray for us.’ 

In the face of military action, we can easily feel powerless and 

fearful. But one thing we can do is pray. We can pray in solidarity with 

those most affected. We can pray that God will yet overrule in the hearts 

and minds of those with power and authority. We can pray that the vic-

tims will be few and that the innocent will be protected. We can pray that 

peace will come through justice and not through the infliction of the will of 

a stronger party on a weaker.  
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14th April: What about Maundy Money? 

E VERY year the Queen distributes silver coins at a special service 

on Maundy Thursday. It is part of a tradition dating back many cen-

turies, where the Royal Family took part in ceremonies washing the feet 

of poor people and giving gifts. 

The Royal Maundy Service itself began in 1662, when Charles II 

gave out coins. The ones that the Queen gives out each year bear the 

portrait of Her Majesty designed for her coronation in 1953, even 

though the image on ordinary circulating coinage has since been 

changed four times. 

According to the royal.uk website, the Queen decided early on in 

her reign that Maundy money should not just be distributed to the 

people of London. And so, for many years she has visited various 

cathedrals or abbeys to give gifts to local people. Recipients of 

Maundy money are nominated by their local dioceses for contribu-

tions to their local church and community.   

During the service, the Queen distributes gifts according to the 

number of years she has lived: for example, when she turned 80 she 

distributed 80 pence worth of Maundy money to 80 men and 80 wom-

en in recognition for their contribution to community and to the 

church.  

Last year, in 2021, the service was cancelled because of Covid. 

Instead, the Maundy money was blessed at the Chapel Royal, St James's 

Palace, before being posted to recipients alongside a letter from The 

Queen.  
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Handel’s Messiah  
The Ven John Barton considers the most famous of all Handel’s works. 

T HE original idea was not Handel’s, but his collaborator’s, Charles 

Jennens, a passionate Christian who wanted to demonstrate that 

Jesus really was the ‘Christ’, or Messiah.  This was being denied by De-

ists in the 18th Century, who believed God created the world and then 

stayed distant from it. 

Jennens combed the Old Testament for texts which anticipated 

God’s continuing activity in the world, with the expectation of greater 

things to come: Comfort ye my people; Every valley shall be exalted; And 

the glory of the Lord shall be revealed ... and so on. Then there were 

poignant passages anticipating suffering, with deep significance for 

Christians: Behold the Lamb of God; He was despised; Surely He hath 

borne our griefs.   

Throughout the work, there is the strong sense that God is both 

omnipotent and also intimately involved with the human race: How beau-

tiful are the feet; the kingdom of this world is become the Kingdom of our 

Lord, and of His Christ. The Hallelujah Chorus, the best known of the 

work, concludes the second part of ‘Messiah’, before the focus shifts 

mainly to the New Testament and Christ’s resurrection and triumph: The 

trumpet shall sound; Death where is thy sting; and finally, Worthy is the 

Lamb. 

Handel composed the music in 24 days, writing across the final 

manuscript, “To the glory of God”. As he finished the Hallelujah Chorus, 

he said, "I did think I did see all Heaven before me, and the great God 

Himself.” 

The work caused a stir by being presented in concert halls, rather 

than churches where some felt sacred works belonged. The first perfor-

mance was in Dublin in 1742 and raised funds for charities. One of the 

soloists was Susanna Cibber, a woman of questionable reputation, 

whose rendering of “He was despised” so moved the Revd Patrick 

Delaney, that he cried out, “Woman, for this be all thy sins forgiven thee”. 

German-born Handel, who became a British subject and whose 

finances were sometimes precarious, didn’t always get on with the 

wealthy Jennens, but the two men shared a single mission. The oratorio 

‘Messiah’ is the result. 
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Getting ready for the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 2nd – 5th June 

T HE UK and Commonwealth will celebrate the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a four-day 

Bank Holiday from 2-5 June 2022, and churches 

throughout the country will join in on the celebrations.  

Here’s the programme of coming national events: 
 

Thursday 2nd June 

The Queen’s Birthday Parade - Trooping of the Colour - London 

Lighting of beacons – around the country and Commonwealth 
 

Friday 3 June 

St Paul’s Cathedral Service of Thanksgiving - London 
 

Saturday 4 June 

The Derby at Epsom Downs, attended by members of the Royal 

  Family. 

Platinum Party at the Palace – a concert broadcast from Bucking

  ham Palace. 
 

Pentecost Sunday 5 June 

Pentecost Sunday services in churches around the country –  

  linked to the Platinum Jubilee. 

Platinum Jubilee Street Parties / Big Jubilee Lunch – around the 

  country 

The Platinum Jubilee Pageant on The Mall - London 

 
Two special books have been produced by HOPE Together, to  

  commemorate the event, and you can order them now: 

Our Faithful Queen - a gift book using rarely-seen prayers the  

  Queen prayed as she prepared for the Coronation. 

The Girl Who Grew Up To Be Queen (for under 5s) 
 

You can order copies of both from cpo.org.UK/Queen 
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3rd April – the Boat Race 

T HIS month begins with one of the world’s oldest and most famous 

amateur sporting events: The Boat Race.   

First raced in 1829 by crews from Oxford and Cambridge Universi-

ties, it is considered the epitome of amateur sport, and each year attracts 

more than 250,000 spectators to the banks of the Thames, as well as 

many millions more on television.  

The Boat Race is raced along what is called the Championship 

Course, which is over 4.25 miles of tidal Thames in West London, be-

tween Putney and Mortlake. This year will see the 167
th
 Men’s Boat Race 

and the 76
th
 Women’s Boat Race. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

75 years since the school age was raised  

I T was 75 years ago, on 1st April 1947, that the school leaving age in the 

UK was raised to 15. 

This had been planned in 1939 but was delayed because of the out-

break of war. The Education Act of 1944 put it on the Statute Book, and it was 

brought into effect in 1947.   

The same Act created the grammar school / secondary modern sys-

tem, although grammar schools had existed for many years before that. The 

1944 Act meant that 11-year-olds would sit exams to decide whether they 

were suitable for an academic or practical education. This was a good idea 

but poorly executed, which led to those not in grammar schools being regard-

ed as “failures” instead of differently gifted; this was exacerbated by many 

from poorer schools who passed the exam not being able to take up their 

places in grammar schools. 

In due course this imbalance led to the comprehensive system, with 

most grammar schools being abolished. The school leaving age was raised to 

16 in 1972.  

The architect of the 1944 Act, Rab Butler, pushed it through despite 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s objecting to getting involved in all the intri-

cacies and “party politics” of it in wartime. The main problem was the integra-

tion of church schools into the state system, which had been attempted un-

successfully before. But Butler persisted, writing later that, having seen the 

Promised Land, "I was damned if I was going to die in the Land of Moab”.  

One result was the establishment of voluntary aided and voluntary 

controlled church schools, both of which had at least some of their costs met 
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by the local authority, but differed in the amount of control the authority had. 

The Act also stipulated a daily act of worship in all schools – although it is still 

required, this rarely happens today.  

Tim Lenton  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Remembering Samuel Morse of Morse Code 

S AMUEL MORSE died 150 years ago, on 2
nd

 April 1872. The Ameri-

can artist and inventor is best known for developing a commercial 

single-wire telegraph system - and the Morse Code, with his friend Alfred 

Vail.  

He was born in 1791 in Charlestown, Massachusetts, the son of 

Calvinist preacher and geographer Jedidiah Morse. He found a great deal 

of interest in lectures on electricity, which was then poorly understood. His 

parents were somewhat disconcerted that he also enjoyed painting minia-

ture portraits. 

It was in 1832, while returning by ship from Europe, that Morse had 

the idea of a commercial electric telegraph – after hearing a conversation 

about the newly discovered electromagnet. The idea of an electric tele-

graph had been put forward in 1753, but Morse believed it could be put 

into action.  

His eagerness stemmed partly from an early tragedy. His first wife 

Lucretia was taken seriously ill in 1825 while he was working on a portrait 

of the Marquis de Lafayette in Washington, but the message took ages to 

reach him by horse messenger. By the time he got home to Connecticut, 

his wife was not only dead, but buried. 

By 1838 he and Vail had developed the system of dots and dashes 

that became known throughout the world as the Morse Code, and by 1844 

the first telegraph line in the United States, from Baltimore to Washington, 

was completed, and he sent the first message: “What hath God wrought?” 

This had been suggested to him by Annie Ellworth, the teenage daughter 

of the commissioner of patents. 

In 1871 there was a huge celebration of the telegraph in Central 

Park, New York, and Morse sent the final nationwide message on the day, 

part of which read: “Glory to God in the Highest; on Earth peace, goodwill 

to men.”  

Tim Lenton  
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Easter Prayer 2022 
 

Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God, 

You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You brought life 
out of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter Day. Thank you that 
the tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive!  

No matter what is going on, no matter how little we understand, help us 
to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive today and in 
Him we can put our trust, completely and confidently. 

Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best is yet 
to be. Love wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus name, Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

He too 
When the blackest clouds enfold us 
When the strongest winds may blow; 
When our dearest friends have sold us 
And we have nowhere to go, 
In the depths of great despairing 
Through the sharpest jabs of pain 
There we find our Father, caring 
Giving shelter from the rain. 

 

For He too, one dreadful Friday 
Saw His most beloved Son 
On a cross, raised by a highway 
Naked, bleeding, cruelly hung. 
Yes, He too has felt the starkness 
And He too has been betrayed 
For He too has known the darkness 
And the price which must be paid. 

 

As you weep, reach out your fingers 
Feel His gentle, loving hand, 
Feel the care just He can bring us 
For your life is known and planned. 
He too knows the path before us 
And He too has fought the fight 
Only Jesus can assure us 
On our journey to the light. 

By Nigel Beeton 
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1st April: All Fools’ Day 

I N years gone by, the rules surrounding April Fool were this:  be-

tween midnight and noon on 1
st
 April, everyone is ‘fair game’ to be 

made a fool of.  It is the morning of the practical joke.  But the aim is not 

just to discomfort the victim: he must be tricked into taking action him-

self, sent on a ‘fool’s errand’.  

And so children would be sent to the dairy for a pint of dove’s 

milk, or to the bookseller for The Life of Eve’s Mother.  Practical jokes 

on a bigger scale were played: in 1860 a vast number of people re-

ceived an official looking invitation to the Tower of London that read: 

‘Admit the Bearer and Friends to view the Annual Ceremony of Wash-

ing the White Lions.’  Precisely the same trick had been played in 1698. 

Then, on the stroke of noon, tradition decrees, April Fools is fin-

ished.  If anyone attempts devilry thereafter, even while the clock is still 

striking, it recoils on his own head.  A child would then race through the 

sing-song formula: ‘April-Fool-Day’s-past-and-gone-you’re-the-fool-and-

I-am-none!’ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus’ grannie 

T HE little boy came home from his first day at Sunday School 

and casually told his mother that the Sunday School teacher 

was Jesus' grannie. Astonished, his mother asked: “Whatever makes 

you think that?” 

"Well, it’s pretty obvious,” said her son. “She never stopped talk-

ing about Him all morning.  She told us Jesus is smarter and stronger 

and better-behaved than anyone else she knows.  She even showed us 

a picture of Him. Who but a grannie would do that?” 
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Holy Week and Easter Services 
 

Palm Sunday - 10th April 

 

 

 

 

 

  8am   St. John’s Church 

  9am   St. Michael’s Church - Gather at Gardner Hall 

  10.30am St. Mary’s Church - Gather at The Rectory 

 

 

Monday 11th April 

  12 noon Mass at St. John’s 

Tuesday 12thApril 

  7pm Mass at St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 13th April 

  10am Mass at St. Mary’s 
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Holy Triduum 
 

Maundy Thursday - 14thApril 

11am - Chrism Mass at Chelmsford Cathedral (Blessing of 
oils) led by the Diocesan Bishops 

5pm - Seder Meal in Gardner Hall 

7.30pm - Mass of the Last Supper at 
St. Mary’s Church, with Washing of 
Feet and Vigil until 10pm 

 

Good Friday - 15th April 

9.30am - Stations of the Cross at St. Mary’s Church 

11am - Children’s Activity in St. John’s Hall 

2pm - Liturgy of Good Friday at St. Michael’s Church. 

7pm - Tenebrae Service at St. John’s Church 

 

Holy Saturday - 16th April 

7pm - Liturgy of the Easter Vigil at St. Mary’s Church. 

 

Easter Day - 17th April 

8am Said Mass at St. John’s Church. 

9.15am Sung Mass at St. Michael’s Church 

10.45am Sung Mass at St. Mary’s Church 
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World War II Memorial 

St. Mary’s Church, 

Corringham, Essex 

John Freeman 

T HIS month my research is for John Freeman, the son of John Henry 

Freeman and Jessica Louise Freeman née Reeves he was born in 

March 1921 and was baptised privately on 24th March, John's baptism is 

recorded in the Baptism Register of St. Michael's Church, Fobbing, the fam-

ily lived at Knoch House, Kynochtown,   The register entry says that he was 

publicly received on 24th April 1921.  John Henry Freeman and Jessica 

Louisa Reeves were married at St. Michael's Church, Fobbing on 14th Feb-

ruary 1912.  John's occupation was an Analytical Chemist living in Stanford 

le Hope, Jessica had no occupation and her address was given as Fobbing.  

John Henry's father, Frederick William Freeman's  occupation was a Builder 

and Jessica's father, Frederick Ernest Reeves was a Gunsmith. 

In the 1939 Register, taken just after the outbreak of the Second 

World War, John Henry Freeman is living on his own at Cory House, Fleet 

Street, Coryton, Essex.  When Kynoch Ltd. closed down in 1919,  the land 

was sold off and reverted to farmland until 1923 when the Cardiff based 

company,  Cory Ltd bought the site and it became an oil refinery and the 

village renamed Coryton.  During the Second World War, oil refining ceased 

and the site was used for storing oil only.  Many residents were evacuated 

to Corringham so that the houses could be used for the Territorial Reserves.  

The only civil casualty was Samuel Jordan of Oil Mill Farm who was killed in 

1940 by a bomb while tending his cattle.  The site was later taken over by 

Mobil for oil refining.  There were people still living at Coryton until 1969 

when they all had to leave as Mobil required the land to expand the refinery.  

There is a very interesting book, 'Coryton, The History of a Village' by Win-

ifred N. Scott, (née Tinworth) which was published by Mobil Oil Company 

Limited, in 1981.  The book records its early times as farmland, the first fac-

tory, Kynoch in 1895 through to 1969.  There are many photographs, lists of 

residents and many historical facts, it is well worth reading. 

In the 1921 census, which was only released on 6th January 2022, 

the Freeman family address is recorded as Kynoch Villa, Kynochtown, Cor-
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ringham, Essex.  Head of the household is John Henry Freeman age 32 years 

3 months, born in Northampton, his occupation was Explosives Works Manag-

er, at Messrs. Kynoch Ltd., Explosives Manufacturer, Kynochtown.  This was 

the first census where the question was asked for the person's employer.  Also 

listed was Jessica Louisa Freeman age 31 years 7 months, born in Aston, Bir-

mingham, Warwickshire, John Freeman age 3 months born in Kynochtown.  

There was also a servant, Lucy May Lord age 15 years 3 months, she also had 

been born in Kynochtown.  As well as asking for a person's place of work other 

questions asked for the first time in 1921, was the person's age in years and 

months, whether their parents were both alive or dead or mother or father 

dead, this was because of all those who had lost their lives in tne Great War 

1914-18. 

Going back to the 1911 census, Frederick William Freeman age 47. his 

wife Emily Marie, and their two sons, John Henry age 22 and Alyne Sydney 

age 17 were living at 163, Bristol Street, Birmingham. John Henry's occupation 

was a Chemist.in a Manufacturers Laboratory.  Frederick and Emily had been 

married for 23 years had 3 children and one had died. 

In 1911 the Reeves family were living at 3, Hill Terrace, Corringham, 

Essex.  In the house were Frederick Ernest Reeves age 47, a Stationary En-

gine man at, Explosive Works, his wife, Louisa Alexandra Reeves age 47, and 

three of their children, Albert Edward age 23, a Clerk, Jessica Louisa Reeves 

age 24, an Assistant Chemist and Amy Alexandra Reeves age 19, with no oc-

cupation. Frederick and Louisa had  four children so one must have left home 

by 1911. 

I have found records of the Freeman and Reeves families in earlier cen-

sus returns copies can be found in the folder in St. Mary's Church. 

I do not have access to records of John Freeman's service record in the 

Merchant Navy. An Act of Parliament of 1880 made education compulsory until 

the age of 10.  This was increased to 11 in 1893 and to 13 in 1899.  The Fisher 

Education Act of 1918 increased the school leaving age to 14 where it re-

mained until 1947 when the leaving age was raised to 15.  It wasn't until 1972 

when the school leaving age was 16.   So John may have signed up for the 

Merchant Navy at only 14 years of age in 1935.  The Merchant Navy played a 

very important part in the Second World War, ships carrying food, munitions, 

fuel etc. to and from and within the UK.  They usually travelled in a convoy with 

Royal Navy ships offering some protection. A Merchant Seaman was looked 

upon as a civilian but this changed during the war, when many merchant ships 

were fitted with guns.  Attack by enemy U Boats was difficult to avoid as the 

merchant ship crew did not know that they were being attacked until their ship 

was hit by a torpedo.  They also had to avoid mines, attack by warships and by 

plane, the merchant ships were always on the lookout and were often in great 

danger.  In the Second World War, the British Merchant Navy was the world's 
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largest fleet with about 185,000  serving men.  Altogether 4,786 ships were 

sunk with 32,000 men who lost their lives between 1939-1945, the highest 

rate than any of the armed forces.   

John Freeman was a Radio Officer on the SS Thorold.  The ship 

was built in 1922 at Swan, Hunter & Whigham Richardson Ltd., Wallsend 

on Tyne, Northumberland.  It was first owned from 1922 – 1933 by Ontario, 

Transportation & Pulp Co. Montreal and named SS Chicago Tribune.  It 

was then owned by Quebec and Ontario Transportation Co. Ltd. Montreal 

and renamed SS. Thorold.  On the 22nd August as SS Thorold was sailing 

from Cardiff to London with a cargo of coal it was attacked and sunk by 

three German aircraft South of the Smalls in the Irish Sea,.  Ten of her 

crew of 24 were killed including John.  The St. David's lifeboat had been 

called to the Thorold and they rescued 15 men from the sea.  He is re-

membered on the Merchant Navy memorial at Trinity Square Gardens, 

Tower Hill, London Panel Number 107.  The Mercantile Marine Memorial 

was unveiled in 1928 at Trinity Square Gardens to commemorate all Mer-

chant Seamen who had died in The Great War of 1914-18.  In 1955 The 

Queen unveiled the memorial for the Merchant Seamen who lost their lives 

in the Second World War.  I do not know if John's family would have re-

ceived a posthumous medal as the Merchant Navy was classed as civilian, 

a medal was not automatically awarded to all Merchant Seamen.  As stat-

ed above, out of 85,000 men who served only 9,000 medals were award-

ed. 

Memorial at Tower Hill, London 

Peter Craggs        March 2022 
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
Trials & Tribulations 

T HE past few months have been relatively so 

dry, such that the 1
st
 February saw us out 

on the land with our seed-drill planting wheat des-

tined for bread-making.  Sowing at this time of year 

is a rarity and it was super to get some more seed 

in the ground.  Unfortunately, a couple of the fields 

had already been planted back in October / November last year, but a 

frustrating mix of rabbits, slugs and an huge excess of birds had 

caused those fields to fail (making me doubly pleased to have this 

timely chance to re-establish the crop). 

The weather didn’t quite hold out as long as I would have liked 

however.  Consequently, I am still waiting for a window to sow a fur-

ther 23ha of wheat, and then it is just lentils (in a trial being companion

-cropped with camelina) to go in after that. 

February has been a month of nail-biting inspections.  First of 

all was the visit from Thurrock Health to check that my flour milling 

operation was safe.  I was dreading this since Government guidance, 

whilst superb and all encompassing, is pretty indecipherable when it 

comes to something as simple as milling flour which produces a ‘ready 

to cook’ product of lowest risk when it comes to food safety. 

I had tried my best when it came to documentation and on the 

whole I had covered most of what I needed.  I was most pleased by 

the inspector’s usefulness and how much he was willing to help.  He is 

due to be back out at the end of March to give me the final sign off 

(once I have completed the few odd jobs to satisfy him). 

Next on the inspection side was my organic inspection with Or-

ganic Farmers & Growers.  I am just in the ‘in conversion’ period at the 

moment, which means that I can’t sell any organic produce off farm 

yet.  However that doesn’t make being inspected any easier!  And as 

someone who despises paperwork as something which takes me 

away from the more important practical jobs at hand, I was nervous!  

Everything was in order though and I was glad to be able to tick it off 

the list. 
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By the time this blog is published, the 

Crowdfunder for the documentary film I am 

working on, Six Inches of Soil, will be live.  

This is a film all about regenerative agricul-

ture: attempting to educate not just the pub-

lic, but farmers too, as to how to adopt 

these systems into their farms.  I think it is a 

really important movie to be made at the 

moment, highlighting the incredible work by 

a number of farmers in the UK to embrace 

nature-based techniques into their farming operations.  If you feel like 

you could spare some money to help us get this film made that would 

be absolutely superb.  The link is: https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/six-

inches-of-soil-film, but just Googling ‘Six Inches of Soil’ should bring it 

up, including a trailer and little video including me. 

February 2022 will seemingly be synonymous with Dudley, 

Eunice & Franklin, the unnecessary storms that ravaged the country.  

Compared with some other farmers whom I follow on Instagram we def-

initely got off lightly.  Shed rooves remained intact, with just one long 

length of fibre-cement flashing being torn off a barn.  I even copied oth-

er farmers from social media in putting straw bales up in front of the 

roller shutter doors in an attempt to prevent them blowing in.  This kind 

of worked, but only kind of!  One door partially popped out of its runner, 

requiring half an hour with an hammer and screwdriver making a lot of 

noise to bend the metal back in place and get it running properly.  A 

second door managed to shear the bolts on its runner, which looked 

bad, but meant at least that we could fix it ourselves (once the storms 

abated!) rather than having to employ the professionals.  Other than 

this, we had a couple of trees down, including one on my lovely new 

livestock fence, but I can’t complain! 

Calving on the farm has finally begun for this year.  However, it 

didn’t start in the way I wanted.  Two weeks later than the potential first 

calving date (based on when the bull was put into the paddock with the 

cows) the first cow showed proper signs of calving: she had already 

bagged up, with her udder looking full to bursting, her vulva was very 

swollen, and she finally had her tail in the air and had separated herself 

from her herd-mates. 

The cow in question was cow-238.  One of my favourites (she 

was first to calve last year and happens to be really friendly).  She has 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/six-inches-of-soil-film
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/six-inches-of-soil-film
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tested positive for neospora, but that 

didn’t cause her to abort last time or 

prevent her from becoming pregnant 

this time. 

As I was in the field with her, she 

actually lay down and I saw her waters 

break, so I knew for sure things were happening.  Over the course of the 

day I went to watch her regularly, never leaving her for more than 30-45 

minutes.  Having new lives on the farm is such an exciting time of year!  

By soon after lunch I spotted two hooves and a nose poking out.  Good 

news: the calf is presented well (i.e., not breach) so everything should 

be fine. 

I took this opportunity to head to the agroforestry field on the quad 

bike.  I was looking to move the other bunch of cows into that field, and 

Dad was there to give me a hand, with all the cows looking eager to 

move from the marsh into the good grazing that the new field had to of-

fer.  The cows moved easily, got their heads down in the new field, and I 

sorted the electric fence, eagerly jumping back on the quad to go back 

and check on cow-238. 

As I got back to the maternity paddock, I saw that the calf was 

born.  I was ecstatic, jumping off the quad at a respectful distance and 

running the final 100 yards to see if I had a heifer or bull calf.  But as I 

approached it was clear that something was wrong.  The cow was pros-

tate on her side.  The calf was calved, but half of the back legs were still 

in the cow.  And on closer inspection the calf was dead. 

Forgetting the calf my worry transferred immediately to the cow.  I 

carefully pulled the calf legs out and set the corpse to one side.  Then I 

tried to rouse the cow.  Thankfully she looked up at me and went to 

stand.  Clearly it had been a difficult calving, and the calf was big for a 

Red Poll (I later weighed the body as 43kg).  I rang Mia who said she’d 

come home straight away with some calcium for the cow to help her feel 

better, and suggested that I administer some Loxicom as long-acting 

pain relief for the cow (luckily she let me inject 

her unrestrained without any need for a crush 

or gates).  I then carried the dead calf to the 

quad and drove it back to the farmyard. 

There are two schools to thought when 

it comes to dead calves:  should you let the 

cow see the dead calf and understand, or 
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take the calf away.  I elected the second option, primarily since I wanted a 

post-mortem, and also because the cow has neospora.  The last thing I 

wanted was for a dog to lick the dead calf and infect themselves via the 

amniotic fluid or other birth material.  Removing the calf has resulted in 

some soul-destroying lo-ing from the cow, audible from several hundred 

meters away and for a number of days.  Dairy cows on the whole have 

had a lot of their maternal instinct bred out of them, and this separation is 

often not as bad.  But for a maternal breed such as a Red Poll, separation 

is more harrowing. 

With the calf back in the yard, Mia arrived.  Just two weeks previous 

she had completed some CPD (Continuing Professional Development, 

necessary for vets) in post-mortems, so it was rather timely.  However, it 

was hardly the most romantic Friday evening watching her dissect the 

corpse (even more so since she is vegetarian!).  She took lots of samples 

including of the lungs, heart, kidney, liver, brain, intestines, spinal cord, 

and foetal stomach contents, which have all gone off to the lab.  The re-

sults won’t be with me for a week or two.  So for the time being, I am really 

hoping it is just a one off. 

With the weekend commencing so poorly, I was nervous walking 

down to the cows on the Saturday morning.  Even more so when I wit-

nessed the signs of cow-624 beginning to calve.  She is a pretty cow, but 

not especially large.  However she produced the most stupendous calf last 

year: Engelbert.  So I was excited in my trepidation.  I am putting the infra-

structure on the farm this year to enable me to keep any bull-calves entire 

(i.e., not castrate them) such that I can sell them as bulls to another farmer 

in around 18 months’s time.  The infrastructure is important since Red Poll 

bulls can become fertile from as young as six months old.  They aren’t big 

enough to successfully serve cows at that age, but they can serve their 

sisters!  So you need to be able to separate the male and female calves at 

around five months (to be on the safe side). 

Knowing that cow-624 was calving, I attempted to keep myself busy 

and ignore the horrendous previous day.  Mum was anxiously checking 

regularly also, and by 3pm we had a new little life on the farm!  I can’t ex-

plain how happy calving makes me.  Also, I say little, but this guy was yet 

another chonker.  Apparently a lot of farmers are struggling with large 

calves this year, with the assumption being that it must be to do with the 

remarkably good grass growth that we had last year. 

I am super pleased too that the calf is a bull, and I will be keeping 

him entire.  He is called Camembert – my naming convention for bulls be-



 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing  

Page 23 

ing cheeses.  There is still a chance that he will be surgically castrated at six 

months if I feel that he isn’t growing into the sort of shape that would be ap-

pealing for someone to buy as a bull, but I have my fingers crossed that he 

will be a good one. 

On Sunday morning, Mia and I popped to the field to ear tag him.  

This time I have new management tags which enable me to write the ani-

mals’ names on their tags too, in permanent marker.  It just transpires that 

‘Camembert’ is a rather long name for a thick pen on a little tag.  I made a bit 

of a mess of it! 

As it stands, many of my cows are looking close to calving, but I still 

only have one live new calf.  Since he is hopefully a keeper, I am really en-

joying making a big fuss of him to try to ensure he is gentle and handle-able. 
 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farmingGeorge 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Welcome 

W E extend a special welcome to those who are single , married, divorced, 

widowed, straight, gay, confused, well-heeled, or down at heel. We espe-

cially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers. 

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to 

yourself. You’re welcome here if you are ‘just browsing’, just woken up or just got out 

of prison. We don’t care if you are more Christian than the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten years ago. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, 

and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-fit mums, football 

dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. 

We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if 

you’re having problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized religion’. 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t 

work, can’t spell or are here because granny is visiting and wanted to come to 

church. 

We welcome those who are liked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a special 

welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their 

throat as kids, or got lost in Corringham and wound up here by mistake. We welcome 

pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters ….. And you! 

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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Delhi and Beyond (July-August 2022) 
with Pamela Draycott and 

organised through Soul of India 
 

T HE trip I am leading to India has been twice postponed due to the 

pandemic. I am pleased that as travel restrictions to India have been 

lifted the trip is now going ahead 31st July to 13th August with an optional 

extension until 17th August.   
 

Some highlights will include: 
 

Main trip: 
 

• In Delhi, visiting the sites of Mahatma Ghandi’s assassination and cre-
mation, the Jama Masjid and Chandhi Chook (market area), and a Jain 
temple; 

• Shimla – was the Raj’s summer capital to escape the heat of the plains. 
Travelling up on the narrow-gauge railway, enjoying the scenery, the 
Hanuman temple and walking through the shopping area/boulevard as 
well as the local countryside; 

• Amritsar – visiting the ‘Golden Temple’ as well as the gurdwaras at Tarn 
Taran and Goidwal, attending the ‘flags down’ ceremony at the India/
Pakistan border; 

 Daramshala – visiting the Dali Lama’s monastery and enjoying the 
 peaceful surroundings; 
 

Optional extension:  

• Agra (Taj Mahal and a marble shop where you can see the traditional 

way of inlaying the marble with precious stones); 

  Jairpur (the Pink city – explore its significance during the Raj period) 
 

The hotels and guest house are of good quality, bed, breakfast and 

evening meal are included, as are entrance fees and travel as specified on 

the itinerary. Not included in the price are a visa, tips and lunch. Some plac-

es of worship/museums charge a small fee for photography/videoing which is 

not included in the tour price.  

If you are interested, further details are available on the Soul of India 

website (escorted tours) - http://www.soulofindia.com/join-a-group-tour/a-

journey-to-delhi-beyond/  but please feel free to give Pamela a ring 

(07806796082) or to phone the company (020 8901 7630) 

Pamela Draycott 

http://www.soulofindia.com/join-a-group-tour/a-journey-to-delhi-beyond/
http://www.soulofindia.com/join-a-group-tour/a-journey-to-delhi-beyond/
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Zoomed Services 

U 
NTIL Easter Sunday all services are Zoomed. We 

will then revert to our pattern of one Sunday and one 

Weekday service. 

 

Sunday 3rd April     9.15am   St. Michael’s 

           10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 6th April    10am   St. Mary’s 

Thursday 7th April     10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday10th April     9 am    St. Michael’s 

           10.30am  St. Mary’s 

Monday 11th April     12 noon  St. John’s 

Tuesday 12th April    7pm    St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 13th April   10am   St. Mary’s 

Thursday 14th April    7.30pm   St. Mary’s 

Friday 15th April     2pm    St. Michael’s 

           7pm    St. John’s 

Saturday 16th April    7pm    St. Mary’s 

Sunday 17th April    9.15am   St. Michael’s 

           10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Thursday 21st April    10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 24th April    10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 27th April   10am   St. Mary’s 

Sunday 1st. May     9.15am   St. Michael’s 



Prayer Intentions : April 2022 
 1st Frederick Maurice     For teachers in our local schools 

 2nd Feria          All who are homeless 

 3rd 5th Sunday of Lent     For peace and unity 

 4th Feria          For all voluntary workers 

 5th Feria          Archbishop Justin. 

 6th Feria          For all our local churches 

 7th Feria          For those living in fear 

 8th Feria          Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham. 

 9th Dietrich Bonhoeffer     For all who are martyred 

10th Palm Sunday       The Way of the Cross 

11th Monday of Holy week    Deliverance 

12th Tuesday of Holy week    Witness 

13th Wednesday of Holy week   Suffering 

14th Maundy Thursday     Humility 

15th Good Friday       Sacrifice 

16th Easter Eve        Baptism 

17th Easter Day       Resurrection  

18th Monday of Easter week   Christian Love 

19th Tuesday of Easter week   Guidance 

20th Wednesday of Holy Week   Family life 

21st Thursday of Holy Week   Unity in Diversity 

22nd Friday of Holy Week    Discernment 

23rd Saturday of Easter week   Our Benefice 

24th Easter 2        Faith 

25th St Mark the Evangelist    Sharing our Faith 

26th St Georges Day (transferred) The people of England 

27th Christina Rossetti     For all Christian writers 

28th Peter Chanel       Missionary workers 

29th St Catherine of Siena    For all in the medical profession 

30th Pandita Ramabai      For all translators 
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