The Parish Magazine of
The United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing

 The Link: May 2022 

Clergy
PARISH PRIEST
ASSOCIATE PRIEST
READER (Lay Minister)
READER (Lay Minister)

Fr. DAVID ROLLINS
Revd. WENDY MOTT
MR DAVID TWEDDLE
MRS PAMELA DRAYCOTT

 01375 673074
 01375 642017
 01375 676714
 07806 796082

Corringham Parish Directory
CHURCHWARDENS

MR JOHN HIBBERT
 01375 859215
MR DAVID MOTT
 01375 642017
P.C.C. SECRETARY
PETER HANDSCOMBE
 01375 677046
P.C.C. TREASURER
BEV HOWELLS
 07712401592
ORGANIST
DARRYL EAST
 01375 857958
ST. JOHN’S HALL
MRS ELAINE EAST
 01375 857958
WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS VESTRY HOUR 7-7.45 Wednesdays at St. John’s

Fobbing Parish Directory
CHURCHWARDENS

CHRISTINE MATTHEWS
 01375 670465
MRS MO FROOD
 01375 360693
P.C.C. SECRETARY
MRS CAROLE HOWES
 01375 361926
P.C.C. TREASURER
MR DAVID MOTT
 01375 642017
ORGANIST
MR DARRYL EAST
 01375 857958
GARDNER HALL
MRS ELAINE EAST
 01375 857958
TOWER CAPTAIN
STEVE NASH
 01268 490061
BENEFICE PSR
MRS CAROLE HOWES
 01375 361926
MU BRANCH LEADER
MRS PAM HIBBERT
 01375 859215
WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS VESTRY HOUR 7-7.45 Wednesdays at St. John’s
INFORMATION TO GO ON THE WEBSITE AND QUERIES ABOUT IT

webadmin@ubocaf.org.uk
The parish Website is www.ubocaf.org.uk

Articles for the Magazine can be sent to:

thelinkmagazine1@googlemail.com
Page 2

 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing 

From Revd. Wendy
Dear Friends

M

AY is a month that reflects
creation, and the flourishing
of nature, days are longer, the flowers
display colourful blooms, and the
weather is hopefully a little warmer. It’s
a great time to ponder, to give thanks,
to stand still and admire. Something we
have all been able to do much more in
the past two years, as one bonus of the
pandemic has been more awareness of
the beauty of creation in our local areas.
As a church May also gives us
the opportunity to reflect on Mary as
May is often seen as Mary’s month. Giving us time to look at her significance,
the role she played and her continuing importance for the church today. With
the opportunity to celebrate the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth on 31st.
For centuries both the western and the eastern church have considered Mary to be pre-eminent among the saints for the significance she had in
the life of Jesus. How in her saying yes to Gods plans she followed her quiet
devotion to God and was totally committed to His will.
The visitation celebrated by the church on the 31st reflects for all a
moving and poignant account of two humble ordinary women who had their
lives unexpectedly and dramatically changed as they were chosen by God to
be caught up in an event that would shape history. Listening to the account
and visualising the scene you can see their trusting faith in God and their
acceptance of His will. Elizabeth provides caring support for Mary and Mary
provides practical and carrying support for Elizabeth. Ordinary people, living
their lives with God by their side, giving each the guidance and trust they
needed.
An appreciation of Mary’s humility and her constant pointing of others
to her son. In reality, we hear very little of Mary in the bible after Jesus is
born. We can all think of the few appearances where we hear her mentioned.
The visit to Jerusalem when she loses her son, the time at the wedding when
she urges Jesus to help with the wine problem and her time in Jesus’ final
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journey to the cross. The poignant moment when in her great distress, her
standing watching her son at the foot of the cross, Jesus makes provision for
her, as he gives her into the keeping of the beloved disciple.
Then her last appearance in Acts, just before Pentecost. We know
Mary obviously joined the early Church, but her role was never one of teaching and preaching, and indeed she remained so much in the background that
nothing more about her is known for certain.
Down the centuries the Church has paid special honour to Mary, many
generations have called her blessed. Many shrines have been dedicated to
her, as have many churches.
As May in nature sees the beauty of creation the springing forth of
new life with its promise and hope, it is fitting that the month of May also reflects on Mary, who in her devotion to God and his promise to send the Messiah who would bring salvation and redemption for all, gave all hope. A
month that is also always part of the Easter season. A time when we think of
the disciples, their emotions, their fear, their commissioning and possibly
their mothering by Mary, as she was with them in the background.
As we reflect then on Mary during May, let us see her discipleship, her
faith, her trust knowing that she intercedes for us. Let us learn from her how
to love and trust in God and be faithful witnesses of the risen Lord.

Revd Wendy
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Save the date: Saturday 9th July 4pm

P

LEASE reserve this date SATURDAY 9TH JULY in your diary either digitally or as a written message so you can
come and join us for
High Tea starting at 4p.m.
Hopefully it will be a nice warm day and
Father David has kindly agreed to his garden
being the venue.
Proceeds will be to go toward our United Benefice's commitment to Building Better
Futures International (BBFI) and in particular
their sewing economic empowerment project.
More details to follow.

Pamela Draycott.
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Sunday July 3rd

L

Coming of Age Sunday

ET ME EXPLAIN. On the 1st July 2001 I was Ordained Deacon,
so this is my 21st Anniversary of Ordination and on Monday 18th
July I will begin my 18th Year as your Parish Priest.
Consequently my Coming of Age! The 3rd July is also the date I
was Ordained Priest in 2002 so on this day will be my 20th Anniversary of
Priesthood.
My dear friend Reverend Gilly Maude is going to be joining us and
preaching and I have friends and family coming for the day.
The Lunch in the Rectory garden will be Lamb, new potatoes, vegetables and a Vegetarian alternative. Refreshments will also be available.
Bev, will be asking for volunteers to provide desserts.
I need you to RSVP if you intend attending the lunch by Monday 6th
June to admin@ubocaf.org.uk or speak to Elaine in church -to ensure we
can accommodate everyone under canvas in case its a wet day.
This was actually Rev Wendy's idea, but sadly her and David will be
away on the day.
I hope you can join us.

Fr. David
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

T

Spring Sale, Saturday 7th
May from 10.00am.

HERE will be Spring Sale at St. John's Hall. Items for sale will include Home Made Cakes, Plants, Bric-a -Brac. Tea and Coffee will
be in the hall served by 'The Drop in for Coffee' team.
If anyone can help on the day and/or make cakes please see Bev
Howells or Victoria Thompson.
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Easter Vigil Pictures curtesy of Cheryl
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Make time for your older relatives

M

ANY of our older people are lonely. They lost touch with their
families during the pandemic, and it seems that they have still
not caught up again.
A recent survey by Age UK found that as many as 27 percent of
people aged 60 and over admit that they speak less to their families now,
and 24 per cent of older people say they feel less close to their relatives
than before the pandemic.
The survey also found that millions of older people have lost the
confidence to go out, and suffer more from memory loss, disturbed sleep,
and anxiety.
The charity is urging people to reach out to their older friends and
relatives and encourage them. It warns: “The pandemic has had a big
impact on everyone and very few of us are emerging from the last two
years completely unscathed.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Longest overdue library book has been returned 313 years late

I

F you have ever been late in returning a library book, take heart: the
1704 copy of The Faith and Practice of a Church of England Man
was recently handed back to Sheffield Cathedral.
A handwritten inscription inside reads: “This Book belongs to ye
Lending Library in Sheffield Church 1709.” It left the library just over 300
years ago.
Sheffield Cathedral’s Reverend Canon Keith Farrow said that the
family of a deceased woman who lived locally had asked in her will for it
to be returned.
"Now it’s come back home. It’s a joy to have this little jewel back in
the cathedral.”
With overdue fines of 50p a day, librarians could have charged the
family more than £54,000 for the book — which itself is worth about £300.
The canon joked: “We might have got a new roof or something.”
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The story behind ‘Thine be the glory, risen,
conquering Son’

H

ERE is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the bounds of Easter, and gets sung regularly at other
times of the year. It has two stories behind it.
First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but
instead was written by Handel for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746. Originally the words ran ‘See the conquering hero
comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the story (found in the Apocrypha) of the
leader of the Jews, Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With its triumphant refrain after
each verse, the music is easy to learn and sing, and can be (and has
been!) played to great effect either by the trumpets, on an organ in a
large resonant church, or even on guitars (!).
Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884, which was
138 years after the music. We owe them to the Revd Raymond Budry, a
Swiss pastor from Lausanne. Ordained in the Free Evangelical Church in
Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pastor of Vevey on Lake Geneva. Budry
wrote the hymn in French (‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console himself after the
death of his first wife, and a year later (1885) it was published in Chants
Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into English – translated by a Baptist
minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.
It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming those words
with that music, but when they did, the hymn really took off. By 1904 it
was being translated into other languages.
The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was
the battle of Judas Maccabeus, or the battle over sin which was won by
Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of course,
marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all time: sin and
death.
What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle music had become one of the world’s most popular and well-known Easter
hymns? He was a devout man, working for the poor, praying twice each
day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it seems pretty certain that
he would be delighted.
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Getting ready for the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 2nd – 5th June

T

HE UK and Commonwealth will celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a four-day
Bank Holiday from 2-5 June 2022, and churches
throughout the country will join in on the celebrations.
Here’s the programme of coming national events:
Thursday 2nd June
The Queen’s Birthday Parade - Trooping of the Colour - London
Lighting of beacons – around the country and Commonwealth
Friday 3 June
St Paul’s Cathedral Service of Thanksgiving - London
Saturday 4 June
The Derby at Epsom Downs, attended by members of the Royal
Family.
Platinum Party at the Palace – a concert broadcast from Bucking
ham Palace.
Pentecost Sunday 5 June
Pentecost Sunday services in churches around the country –
linked to the Platinum Jubilee.
Platinum Jubilee Street Parties / Big Jubilee Lunch – around the
country
The Platinum Jubilee Pageant on The Mall - London
Two special books have been produced by HOPE Together, to
commemorate the event, and you can order them now:
Our Faithful Queen - a gift book using rarely-seen prayers the
Queen prayed as she prepared for the Coronation.
The Girl Who Grew Up To Be Queen (for under 5s)
You can order copies of both from cpo.org.UK/Queen
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D

Prayer for May

EAR FATHER IN HEAVEN,
As we thank you for May, this most beautiful of months, we are
aware that not everything in your world is beautiful; not every attitude or
action is beautiful, or kind, or just.
There is so much pain and suffering in the world that we can sometimes feel overwhelmed. Help us, Lord to remember that Jesus came to
bring all this brokenness together, to bring reconciliation and wholeness.
Thank you that by His life, death and resurrection Jesus overcame death
for ever. Thank you that He ascended into heaven so that the Holy Spirit
could come to live in believers, to give strength and power and resilience,
so that Your work goes on.
Thank you that nothing in all creation - no evil attacks, no illness,
no human powers, no circumstances at all - can ever separate us from
Your love.
We will not be overwhelmed as we keep our eyes on You.
We may not always understand, but we acknowledge You to be the
Lord, who reigns over all - and we are thankful.
In Jesus name. Amen.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Time to welcome your slugs and snails

S

O says the Royal Horticultural Society, as it recently began a campaign to encourage us to see the gastropods in our gardens in a
better light.
The RHS says that the species play a key role in garden ecosystems, and thus are in need of ‘positive PR’. It seems that only nine of the
44 known species in the UK are likely to threaten our gardens, and that all
of them play a vital role in recycling dead plant material and animal waste,
and acting as a food source for hedgehogs, frogs, birds, beetles and flies.
In fact, the RHS’s principal entomologist says
that we should consider our slugs and snails not as
marauding pests bent on eating our flowers and vegetables, but rather as ‘garden visitors’. “Our gardens
would be duller and messier without them.”
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S

Coventry Cathedral – 60 years on

IXTY years ago, on 25th May
1962, the new Coventry Cathedral was consecrated. The previous one had been destroyed by
German bombing during World
War Two. The Queen had laid the
foundation stone in 1956, and she
was present for the consecration.
On the night of 14th November 1940, the old Cathedral – together with much of the centre of
Coventry – was devastated by incendiary bombs, but the decision to rebuild it was taken the next morning. The Provost, Richard Howard, wanted
to do so as a sign of faith, trust and hope, rather than as an act of defiance.
This rejection of bitterness and hatred led to the Cathedral’s Ministry
of Peace and Reconciliation, which continues to give spiritual and practical
support in areas of conflict. It is symbolised now by the Cross of Nails,
made from three nails found in the roof truss of the old cathedral and set in
the centre of the altar cross.
The place now called Coventry Cathedral, on the site of a Benedictine monastery, is in fact two buildings – a joining of the old and the new.
The older building, still hallowed ground, was originally a parish church,
and then given cathedral status in 1918. Its 295ft (90m) spire, containing
181 stone steps, is the third highest in England, behind Salisbury and Norwich.
The ‘new’ Cathedral was an inspiration to many celebrated artists,
most of them yet to become famous. Among those commissioned by the
architect, Sir Basil Spence, were Graham Sutherland (iconic Christ in Glory tapestry), John Piper (baptistry window), Ralph Beyer, John Hutton,
Elisabeth Frink and Jacob Epstein, who created the striking sculpture of St
Michael defeating Lucifer.
The famous Charred Cross was created when the cathedral stonemason, Jock Forbes, saw two wooden beams lying in the shape of a cross
after the bombing and tied them together.

Tim Lenton
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T

Christ’s Legacy

HERE was no mourning when Christ’s resurrection appearances came to an end. After the final occasion we are told the disciples ‘worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy’.
They had already experienced the onset of grief caused by His
death, intensified because of the dreadful manner of it and the consequent crushing of their hopes. Then, with feelings combining bewilderment with elation, they were confronted by Christ alive and had to rethink everything they had understood until then about the certainty of
death.
They became convinced that the Crucifixion and Resurrection
signposted a new beginning, not an ending, and that it gave fresh purpose to humanity, past, present and future.
Why was Christ’s final departure met by joy rather than
gloom? Here are some reasons, which we might think of as His legacies.
First, He had said that He was going to prepare a place for His
followers. It’s worth pondering John Chapter 14, to see why Jesus’ disciples were so confident after His Ascension.
Second, He taught them His departure was, actually, for their
benefit. Only in this way would the ‘Advocate’ come. ‘Advocate’ is one
translation of a word meaning ‘called alongside’ and is a description of
the Holy Spirit’s work in and for humanity, then and now.
Third, Christ continues to campaign for the human cause, though
now out of sight. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews puts it bluntly:
“He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for
them.” Paul writes something similar in his letter to the Romans. It
means that Jesus prays for us nonstop, so when we pray it’s like treading on a moving walkway taking us in the right direction.
Fourth, He came to show us what the unseen God is like. When
one of His trainees asked, “Lord, show us the Father”, the reply was,
“Have I been with you all this time and you still do not know Me? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father”. So, the more we contemplate
Jesus, the closer we get to the unseen God.

The Ven John Barton
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War in Ukraine: John Rutter pens new
work after Ukraine invasion

J

OHN RUTTER, the composer, has written a new choral work in response to
the invasion of Ukraine.
Funds raised from ‘A Prayer for
Ukraine’, are going to the Disasters Emergency Committee’s Ukraine appeal.
Rutter explained: “How can a composer respond to a global tragedy? I suppose by
writing music: like everybody I have been
shocked and dismayed by the events of recent days.
“The first thing I wanted to do was write music that would respond
in my own way. I went to a late-night service in my old college chapel
where they sang a setting of a lovely Ukrainian prayer, so having encountered the Ukrainian text, on Thursday I wrote my own music. I
hope the meaning of the text will resonate in people’s hearts.”
The words of the piece, which are originally in Ukrainian, translate into English as: “Good Lord protect the Ukraine. Give her strength,
courage, faith, and hope. Amen.”
He added: “I hope it speaks in terms which reach out to the
Ukrainian people in their hour of need.”
The score is available for free. You are welcome to duplicate the
score for the sole use of your own choir. You may like to make a donation to a Ukrainian relief charity, perhaps equivalent to the approximate
cost of the copies had you purchased them. If you wish, you are free to
make an audio or video recording of the piece without a special licence
to do so.
Listen to the new work at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bx4QFxfW2s
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World War II Memorial
St. Mary’s Church,
Corringham, Essex

G

George Thomas Goodwin

EORGE THOMAS was born in 1878 and Baptised on 28th July
1878 in Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Luddesdown, Kent and died in
1942 age 63. Probably the oldest serving person who died in the war who
is listed on the memorial in St. Mary's church.
George was the third child of 12 of Frederick James Goodwin and
Charlotte Goodwin née Burkett, there were 10 boys and two girls, and only
one died in infancy, their first child was born in 1875 and the last in 1894,
so Charlotte had 12 children in 19 years. Frederick and Charlotte were
married on 30th August 1874 at Ss. Peter and Paul Church, Luddesdown,
Kent. Frederick's occupation was a [Farm] Labourer.
In the UK, a census was taken every 10 years starting in 1801. From
1801-1831 it was only a 'people count', so not much use for family historians today. In 1841 names were recorded and ages given but for adults
they were rounded down to the next 5, so someone age 34 would be recorded as 30. From 1851, exact years were recorded which was more accurate. The last census available to search in England and Wales is the one
taken in 1921 which was only made public on 6th January this year. The
1931 census, for England and Wales, was destroyed in a fire in the store
where it was held in 1942. There was no census in 1941 because of the
Second World War, but a Register was taken in 1939 shortly after the start
of the war which was used to issue Identity Cards and Ration Books. A
census is locked away for 100 years so the 1951 census will not be released until 2052. Fortunately the privacy laws did not apply to the 1939
Register so that is now available to search, but anyone born after 1921 will
have their name redacted.
In the 1891 census Frederick, Charlotte and their 7 children were all
living in Luddesdown, Kent. Frederick and his two eldest sons, age 11 and
12, were Agricultural Labourers, the next three children were at school.
Ten years later in 1901, George Thomas age 24, had left home and was
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living at The Soldier's and Seaman's Home in Chatham, Kent. His occupation was a Stoker in the Royal Navy. The rest of the family including seven
children were still living in Luddesdown. In the next census for 1911, Frederick and Charlotte are still in Luddesdown but only two of their children are
with them. Also in 1911 George is aboard HMS Bacchante as a Chief Stoker. This must be one of the worst occupations on board a ship, working
below decks in the engine room, shovelling coal non stop into the ships
boilers, this would be very dirty and extremely hot work.
On 11 August 1912, George married Emily Alice Kimlin at St. Erkenwold's Church, Southend on Sea. George was a bachelor age 34 and a
Chief Stoker in the Royal Navy, and gave his address as Royal Naval Barracks, Chatham. Emily was a spinster age 26 and lived at Woburn House,
York Road, Southend, her father was Michael John Kimlin, deceased, a
former Soldier. In the 1921 Census, George and Emily were living in Croydon. Surrey, he was a Stoker in a Laundry at The Savoy Hotel, in Clapham
Road, London SW, by this time they had two children, Henry G, born in
Westcliff, age 4 years 1 month, and Eric, born in Croydon, age 1 year. This
census was the first one where ages were recorded in years and months.
The next record I looked at was the 1939 Register, Emily Alice
Goodwin was living at, 11, Lampits Hill Avenue, there is someone with her
but their name has been redacted, so born after 1921. Also in 1939,
George Goodwin's mother, Charlotte is widowed and living at 4, Millais
Place, Tilbury. Charlotte was living with her daughter, Charlotte Eliza and
her husband, Matthew Cogger and their three children.

1921 Census for George and Emily Goodwin and family. 42,
Pitlake, Croydon, Surrey.
George Goodwin must have spent most of his working life at sea as
a stoker, apart from his work in a hotel laundry after his Great War service.
I found his Royal Navy record where he had signed up on 24th June 1895 a
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month before his 17th birthday. A copy of his record is in the folder in St.
Mary's church. It is very comprehensive, detailing every shore based naval
base or ship that he had served from 1895 until he was demobbed on 19
September 1919. He started as a Stoker then being promoted to Chief
Stoker. Every time he transferred his conduct was given as 'very good',
with only one 'good'. He had also been commended for his action in removing stoker Britton from the crankpit, into which he had fallen, at great personal risk.
After time as a civilian the next record I found was George signing on
in the Merchant Navy on RMS Orcades, in Tilbury, Essex on 18 th November
1939 his Rank or Rating was recorded as 'Greaser'.
The Merchant Navy played a very important part in the Second World
War, ships carrying food, munitions, fuel etc. to and from and within the UK.
They usually travelled in a convoy with Royal Navy ships offering some protection. A Merchant Seaman was looked upon as a civilian but this changed
during the war, when many merchant ships were fitted with guns. Attack by
enemy U Boats was difficult to avoid as the merchant ship crew did not
know that they were being attacked until their ship was hit by a torpedo.
They also had to avoid mines, attack by warships and by plane, the merchant ships were always on the lookout and were often in great danger. In
the Second World War, the British Merchant Navy was the world's largest
fleet with about 185,000 serving men. Altogether 4,786 ships were sunk
with 32,000 men who lost their lives between 1939-1945, the highest rate
than any of the armed forces.
RMS Orcades was a British passenger ship belonging to the Orient
Line. She was built by Vickers-Armstrong Ltd of Barrow-in-Furness in 1937.
Orcades os the Latin name for Orkney Islands and was the second of two
sister ships, RMS Orion was completed in 1935. They sailed between Tilbury and Australia via the Suez Canal. When not on this route they provided
cruises to the Mediterranean and Scandanavia. In 1939, RMS Orcades was
requisitioned by the Admiralty and became SS Orcades.
On 9 October 1942 SS Orcades left Cape Town for Liverpool. She
had 741 passengers, 3,000 tons of cargo and 2,000 sacks of mail. On the
following day at 10.28 am, about 220 nautical miles south west of Cape
Town, U Boat 172 fired two torpedoes which hit Orcades. Although her
steering and port engines were out of use she remained afloat, so most
were able to leave the ship on lifeboats. At 10.45 U-172 fired again and a
third torpedo hit the ship. More attacks took place, in total seven torpodoes
fired over a total of two and a half hours As the starboard engine was still
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Record of George Goodwin signing on the SS Orcades,
18 November 1939 at Tilbury.
working she managed to sail away at reduced speed, but was attacked again.
20 lifeboats had been launched, one floated away and was not seen again but
the remaining passengers and crew on the other 19 were rescued. The remaining crew numbered 55 and they were on four more lifeboats launched as
the ship was sinking. A total of 45 pepole lost their lives, including the Chief
Engineer who went down with the ship and George Thomas Goodwin, working
as a Greaser he would have been down in the engine room and probably stood
no chance when the ship was hit by the torpedoes. SS Orcades had sent out
distress signals and and a Polish Merchant Ship, GRT Narwik went on to rescue 1,022 survivors and was escorted by HMAS Nizam and HMS Foxhound to
the South African coast. In 2014 the wreck of Orcades was discovered in
1,800 metres of water.
So at the age of 63 George lost his life at sea leaving his widow and
family in Corringham, his wife Emily died in 1943. He is remembered on Panel 76 on the Merchant Navy Memorial at Tower Hill, London. This is only a few
minutes walk from Fenchurch Street Station so if you do go to London by c2c
train do go and see this memorial. George left a will and administration was
granted in 1944 to his son Henry George Goodwin, Sergeant RAF, and his
sister in law Edna Lilian Kimlin, spinster. Total effects were £632 5s 6d
(£632.27½).

Peter Craggs

May 2022
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update

A

Tough learning curves

S I wrote my last article detailing the dead first calf,
followed by a healthy bull calf, I assumed that my
calving bad luck should be over. But how wrong was I!
At the beginning of March on my morning checks I
saw that we had a lovely little heifer calf (Jasmine) and noted
that both Cow-101 and Cow-81 were due to calve – intriguing since they calved on the same day last year also: obviously very in sync.
Cow-101 began calving in the afternoon, with front hooves visible from the
cow’s back end. Having had the issues a few days prior I was even more anxious
than usual. I returned at one point with the calf half out, and the dam (mother) on
her side and straining. This was another big calf. I don’t usually like to interfere,
but elected to give a very small amount of assistance just using my weight to lean
back whilst holding the calf’s hooves when the dam pushed. A super bull calf was
the result (Roquefort). The cow remained down and prostrate though. Nervously,
and with Mia (my live-in vet!) away on a course, I rang Westpoint vets and spoke
to Monique. Apparently, there are some nerves that run through the birth canal
that can become temporarily damaged during a difficult calving, causing paralysis
on the underneath leg. Precisely what had occurred here.
In order to help persuade the dam to get up, I pulled the calf around to her
nose so that she could lick it and tried hard to get her up. I did pop back to the
medical store for ten minutes to get her a pain-relieving injection though, and on
my return with a bit more coercion, she got up – very unsteady on the nerve damaged leg. Thankfully Roquefort was soon enough feeding, and her leg got back to
full use over the next twelve hours.
Then there was still Cow-81 – showing all the signs, but no hooves. And as
an experienced fourth calver, calving shouldn’t be an issue. I kept on checking on
her, and at 11pm with Mia on the phone, I scrubbed-up and with a lot of lube put
my hand into her vagina. I’ll be honest, this is not something I ever thought I would
be doing, and being my first time I had no idea really what I was feeling for. As far
as I could tell I was feeling the closed cervix of the cow (i.e. she wasn’t ready to
calve). So, somewhat satisfied but still concerned, I went back home, had a very
thorough wash and left her for the night.
The next morning I went back, fingers firmly crossed that she would have
popped out a calf in the night and my worries would be cleared. But instead she
was still showing all the signs of pushing without any avail. With Mum’s help I put
my hand in again to have a feel and my worst fear was realised – a tail. The calf
was backwards.
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I immediately rang the vets, realising that
time was of the essence and gutted that Mia was
away on her course.
Forty minutes later, Olivia turned up – one
year less qualified that Mia, but a really superb
vet. Before she arrived I had taken some cattle
hurdles (gates) down to enclose Cow-81 (not
that she was looking to go anywhere). Liv put
her hand up and confirmed my belief that the calf
was breech. What’s more, the back legs were
pointed inside the dam. The first thing Liv did
was (having given a drug which relaxes the muscles) put both hands in and,
with a lot of difficulty, manipulate the calf such that the back feet were both out
of the cow. She then put ropes on the hocks of the calf (above the hoof) and
we pulled. For about ten minutes. To no avail. One hip of the calf just wouldn’t
pass through the pelvis of the cow. It was at this stage that Olivia warned me
the calf might well already be dead, and that the only option now was a caesarean.
Suddenly I was thrust into the role of nurse – certainly not what I had
expected when I woke up that morning! The site on the left side of the cow’s
body was injected with a number of syringes of local anaesthetic, and a large
40cm x 40cm square of hair was shaved off with a razor. The entire site (and
then Liv) was scrubbed clean with a thick brownish-yellow liquid and surgery
commenced.
First the skin was cut, followed by two layers of muscle – Liv demonstrating exceptional care to ensure she didn’t cut into the rumen (one of the cow’s
stomachs). Then there was the uterus. A large incision was made, and more
ropes attached to the calf’s front hooves, then given to me to hoist the calf out
of the hole. The calf, as Liv expected, was dead. I set it to one side, and Liv
began to stitch her up. First the uterus, then the two layers of muscle in one lot
of stitches, and finally the skin. An incredibly neat job, which was over remarkably quickly and was very clean with hardly any blood.
At this stage, the wound was sprayed with some blue antibiotic spray,
plus she was given pain relief and antibiotics, as well as some oral calcium to
help her get her strength back and replenish her low calcium levels. She then
guzzled down several buckets of warm water which Mum trekked down for her.
Unlike the dead calf I wrote of in the last article, I chose to keep the calf with
Cow-81 for a while in order for her to understand that the calf had died. Interestingly, she hasn’t made any sound at all calling for her calf. So I think in future, where possible in the situation of a dead calf, I will let the dam understand
that the calf has died before removing the corpse (not that two cases make for a
scientific study!).
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This event unsurprisingly led me
to a large amount of soul-searching,
and I naturally beat myself up about
my lack of experience. With more experience I think I would have detected
the breech calf sooner.
However,
learning curves are often steep, and I am happy that I at least picked it
up early enough to save the cow (who stoically put up with me herding
her into a pen over the next four days to give her daily antibiotics and
long-acting pain relief every two days). As it happens, breech calves
rarely survive in any circumstance.
Some days later the results came back from the lab about the first
calf, who had been born dead to Cow-238, and was then post-mortemed
by Mia. I had fully expected the cause to be neospora, but all the tests
came back clear, leading to the conclusion that he had died from a
stressful calving, and I should have interfered and pulled the calf. This
was gutting to hear.
My problems still weren’t over though…
One Saturday morning when Mia had gone home for the weekend, I was greeted by two new calves. It was a glorious sunny day and I
felt tickled. A lovely bull-calf, Wensleydale, and a heifer, Petunia.
Wensleydale, despite still being wet from his birth, was merrily at his
mum’s udder, but something seemed off with Petunia. I hadn’t seen her
suckle, and on closer inspection her nose and mouth were freezing. It is
critical for calves to have colostrum (first milk) ideally in the first six
hours, and absolutely within twelve when the receptors in the calf for
receiving immunity from the dam via colostrum switch off. She seemed
perky enough, but I wasn’t satisfied.
I carted hurdles down again to make a new pen, and with a lot of
swearing finally got Cow-612, the mum, in with the calf. This cow is one
of the ones who aborted through neospora last year, and consequently
was over-conditioned – she didn’t have to produce milk for a calf to
drink, so put weight on instead. There is
therefore a chance that the birth could have
been difficult, and perhaps this was leading
to issues with the calf.
I presented the calf to the teat but
there was nothing – no desire to suckle whatsoever. This is known as a dummy calf.
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Fretting about the colostrum time issue, I sped in my motor to G & J
Staines agricultural shop in Billericay (arriving minutes before closing) and
managed to pick up a bottle (complete with fake rubber teat) and rope halter. On returning home, I milked off a litre of colostrum by hand into the
bottle, and tried to get the calf to latch onto the bottle. Still nothing! Exasperated I spoke to Mia again, who told me to fetch the tube feeder from
her kit. This is a semi-rigid tube, attached to flexible hose, with a zip-lock
bag at the top.
With only YouTube as a guide, I held the calf in my legs, sat her up,
and gently forced the tube into her oesophagus (food pipe), mostly allowing her to swallow it. I was petrified about accidentally going into the
lungs, but it is possible to feel the tube in the throat (which is not the case
if you get the trachea!) so I figured it was right and let the litre of milk flow
into the calf’s belly.
A few hours later, with the two still penned, but still no suckling, I
milked off another litre and tubed her again, before letting the pair out so
that the mum could graze and drink. I hoped that they would figure things
out.
A couple of days later, I was still not convinced that Petunia was
feeding. Visually she looked quite tucked-up and her tummy didn’t feel
full. I had seen her attempting to suckle, but in all the wrong places
(including the cow’s armpits, and the white fluffy tip of her tail!). With a lot
of effort I penned the dam and calf again, and got my milk bottle and tube
feeder ready. With the new halter, I tied the cow to the corner of the pen.
Since Petunia looked like she was now trying to suckle, I guessed she at
least should have her suckle reflex. To help the calf work things out, I
then shaved the cow’s tail (making it look very silly indeed), hoping that
this would break the habit of suckling that. I got the milk going in each of
the four teats by milking them out a bit. Then, holding the calf between my
legs, I positioned her mouth near the udder and fumbled a teat into her
mouth.
And crumbs didn’t she go for it when she worked out where the milk
really came from! One teat – drained. Then the next. Then another! Her
tummy ballooned, and I felt ecstatic. At least this calf wasn’t going to die
(as had been my fear a couple of days previously). To be sure, I kept
them penned for another few hours, and helped get the calf latched on
again. I was relieved to let them both out, and the next morning saw Petunia drinking freely from Cow-612 without any interference. Phew.
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Given the issues I was having, I was worried about two of the cows I
had left to calve. One was an older first timer, and the other, Cow-619, also
lost her calf to a neospora-abortion last year and was as over-conditioned as
Cow-612. Kestrel the bull needed removing from the herd (since the earlier
calved cows were getting close to actively cycling, and I didn’t want them
being impregnated yet), so I took this opportunity to move the couple of due
cows and the bull into a shed where I could keep an eye on them.
Thank goodness I did!
On returning from a day out, I saw that Cow-619 was just beginning
labour, with the hooves poking out. With this season’s salutary lessons ringing loudly in my head, I monitored her carefully, and it was clear that, despite
the calf being presented correctly, the cow wasn’t getting on with her labour.
This time Mia was about to lend a hand and instruct me in person. I tied the
calving ropes onto the front legs, and we began to pull. The cow was lying
down, but the aim is to pull in an arc (in a downwards fashion if the cow
were standing). We only pulled when the cow pushed, and after about five
minutes of effort were greeted by a lovely little bull calf (Egbert!).
Unfortunately Eg was afflicted by the same dummy issue of not feeding as Petunia. It feels far too coincidental that both cows had active issues
with neospora last year, and I deduce that this lack of a suckle reflex must
be something neurological from the neosporosis. The next morning, with
time ticking on colostrum, I tubed him, but was delighted that by the afternoon he was keen to suckle.
It then transpired that his mum was a bit rubbish and didn’t seem to
like having a calf at all – kicking him off the teat each time he latched on,
and regularly headbutting him over! Not the sort of traits you want. Luckily
he was very persistent, and after a few days I felt confident enough that
(despite his mum still being poor) he was getting enough food, so I let dam
and calf out with the rest of the herd.
The start of Easter holidays saw the beginning of nuisance children in
Fobbing once again. This time saw two teenagers (from a gang of ten)
climb over my new fence from the Recreation Ground in order to play on my
haylage bales and attempt to steal some pipe, before being scared off by a
neighbour who also alerted me. To any readers with children, please please
explain to them how dangerous farmyards are – they are not a place for
play. Besides the expense of machinery that I keep there, there is the obvious inherent danger with it. And even more so when it comes to my cows,
who have their calves with them, and will do anything to protect their young.
In order to determine who the children were, I reached out on local Face-
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book forums, which yielded positive results in terms of identification. However, it was unnecessary when (as a result of this) a parent to one of the
gang phoned me, withholding their number, at 9:30 that evening to threaten
me with physical violence, with other parents believing their kids’ assertion
that I was carrying a gun when I challenged them. All the more ridiculous
when I constantly make it clear that I don’t shoot and I don’t own a gun. The
incident, along with video evidence, have been reported to the police. I
don’t wish to have to chase children off my land. I am doing everything I
can to keep my yard and farm a safe place, but if people can’t respect the
fence that I have erected at great personal cost, it is likely just a matter of
time before someone gets hurt.
Besides March being very busy with livestock, we managed to get all
our Spring wheat and lentils in the ground, including a Spring variety of heritage wheat, April Bearded, which I am very excited about. Hopefully I can
keep the pesky slugs at bay; they have been a real nuisance this year. One
additional tool in the slug arsenal turned up this month and we were able to
put it instantly to use – a new set of rolls. Our previous ones were over 25
years old! The new set are a grass-style ballast roller, featuring large cylinders which can be filled with water to make them heavier – great for squashing slug eggs! The old style featured a number of separate rings, 22” in diameter and approximately 1.5” wide, which would somewhat contour with
the ground with the idea of crumbling the seed bed. The new rolls should
be perfect for where I am moving the farm to now – organic with lots of
grass. Besides consolidating after seeding, the rolls can be used to roll established grassland and Winter-sown cereal crops in the Spring. The act of
rolling makes the plants push out additional shoots (tillers).
I hope that April will be quiet. There will be a small amount of field
work to do, lots of preliminary work for this year’s fencing projects, and too
many odd jobs to think about. But with only one more calving to go, I really
hope it is a problem-free one!

Contact details:
George Young
07792 508 611
George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
@farmingGeorge
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Delhi and Beyond (July-August 2022)
with Pamela Draycott and
organised through Soul of India

T

HE trip I am leading to India has been twice postponed due to the
pandemic. I am pleased that as travel restrictions to India have been
lifted the trip is now going ahead 31st July to 13th August with an optional
extension until 17th August.

Some highlights will include:

Main trip:

•

In Delhi, visiting the sites of Mahatma Ghandi’s assassination and cremation, the Jama Masjid and Chandhi Chook (market area), and a Jain
temple;

•

Shimla – was the Raj’s summer capital to escape the heat of the plains.
Travelling up on the narrow-gauge railway, enjoying the scenery, the
Hanuman temple and walking through the shopping area/boulevard as
well as the local countryside;

•

Amritsar – visiting the ‘Golden Temple’ as well as the gurdwaras at Tarn
Taran and Goidwal, attending the ‘flags down’ ceremony at the India/
Pakistan border;



Daramshala – visiting the Dali Lama’s monastery and enjoying the
peaceful surroundings;

Optional extension:

•


Agra (Taj Mahal and a marble shop where you can see the traditional
way of inlaying the marble with precious stones);
Jairpur (the Pink city – explore its significance during the Raj period)

The hotels and guest house are of good quality, bed, breakfast and
evening meal are included, as are entrance fees and travel as specified on
the itinerary. Not included in the price are a visa, tips and lunch. Some places of worship/museums charge a small fee for photography/videoing which is
not included in the tour price.
If you are interested, further details are available on the Soul of India
website (escorted tours) - http://www.soulofindia.com/join-a-group-tour/ajourney-to-delhi-beyond/ but please feel free to give Pamela a ring
(07806796082) or to phone the company (020 8901 7630)

Pamela Draycott
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H

Take a walk on the wild side!

OW neat do we like our gardens to be? Full of manicured
lawns, with immaculate flower beds?
Well, yes and no. A recent survey by BBC’s Gardener’s World
magazine has found that more than half (54 per cent) of gardeners now
include ‘uncultivated areas’ in their garden. And some 44 per cent of
gardeners have also set up a wildflower area.
Certainly, Nature could use a helping hand just now. In 2019 32
per cent of us saw a butterfly in our garden. By 2020 that was down to
21 percent. By 2021, that was down again, to just 16 per cent.
Simple tips to rewild your garden:

Avoid chemical pesticides and herbicides, which also kill ‘good
bugs’, butterflies and bees.


Tolerate as much mess as you can. Leave wood and leaf piles for
hedgehogs and invertebrates.



Set aside some room where grass can grow longer, and wildflowers can bloom.



Don’t pull up all your weeds – they can be a critical source of pollen for bees.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There, but for the grace of God, go I

T

HIS saying is attributed to John Bradford (1510-1555), who was one
of the Protestant Reformers. When he saw criminals on their way to
execution, Bradford would utter, “But for the grace of God, there goes John
Bradford.” It was his way of acknowledging that he depended every day on
the mercy of God, despite his sins, which he considered were on a par with
those of rogues.
Sadly, Bradford’s freedom was to last only a short time, for he was
convicted as a heretic, incarcerated, and finally burned at the stake, during
the reign of Queen Mary. Renowned for his prayer life and preaching, Bradford had continued to proclaim the Gospel in prison. One of his biographers
wrote, “He lived a long life in a short space of time.”

Ven John Barton
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Zoomed Services
e have now reverted to our pattern of one Sunday
and one Weekday service.

Sunday 24th April

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 27th April

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 1st. May

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 5th May

10am

St. Michaels

Sunday 8th May

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 11th May

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 15th May

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 19th May

10am

St. Michael’s

Sunday 22nd May

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 25th May

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 29th May

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 2nd June

10am

St. Michael’s

Sunday 5th June

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 8th June

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 12th June

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 16th June

10am

St. Michael’s

Sunday 19th June

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 22nd June

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 26th June

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 30th June

10am

St. Michael’s
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1
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

rd

Prayer Intentions : May 2022

3 Sunday of Easter
St Philip and St James
Feria
English Saints & Martyrs
Feria
Feria
Feria
4th Sunday of Easter
Feria
Feria
Feria
Gregory Dix
Feria
St Matthias
5th Sunday of Easter
Christine Chisolm
Feria
Feria
St Dunstan
St. Alcuin of York
St Helena
6th Sunday of Easter
Rogation Day
John & Charles Wesley
The Venerable Bede
Ascension Day
Feria
Lanfranc
Sunday after Ascension
Josephine Butler
Visitation BVM

The Church Universal
Christian Love
Christian Unity
For all who are persecuted
Sharing our faith
The work of the food banks
Peace in our world
Mission and evangelism
World Leaders
Our Benefice
St Luke’s Hospice
Our young people
The Way of the Cross
A prayerful life
Guidance of the Holy Spirit
Archbishop Justin
Our PCC’s
Sacrifice
Our Deanery
Archbishop Stephen
Spiritual life
All worshipping today
Farmers
All hymn writers
All involved in education
Spiritual Discipline
The homeless.
Those who have lost their faith
A deepening of Faith
Those preparing for Ordination
Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham
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