The Parish Magazine of
The United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing

 The Link: July 2022 

Clergy
PARISH PRIEST
ASSOCIATE PRIEST
READER (Lay Minister)
READER (Lay Minister)

Fr. DAVID ROLLINS
Revd. WENDY MOTT
MR DAVID TWEDDLE
MRS PAMELA DRAYCOTT

 01375 673074
 01375 642017
 01375 676714
 07806 796082

Corringham Parish Directory
CHURCHWARDENS

MR DAVID MOTT
 01375 642017
MRS MANDY WAITE
 07545 770232
P.C.C. SECRETARY
PETER HANDSCOMBE
 01375 677046
P.C.C. TREASURER
BEV HOWELLS
 07712401592
ORGANIST
DARRYL EAST
 01375 857958
ST. JOHN’S HALL
MRS ELAINE EAST
 01375 857958
WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS VESTRY HOUR 7-7.45 Wednesdays at St. John’s

Fobbing Parish Directory
CHURCHWARDENS

CHRISTINE MATTHEWS
 01375 670465
MRS MO FROOD
 01375 360693
P.C.C. SECRETARY
MRS CAROLE HOWES
 01375 361926
P.C.C. TREASURER
MR DAVID MOTT
 01375 642017
ORGANIST
MR DARRYL EAST
 01375 857958
GARDNER HALL
MRS ELAINE EAST
 01375 857958
TOWER CAPTAIN
STEVE NASH
 01268 490061
BENEFICE PSR
MRS CAROLE HOWES
 01375 361926
MU BRANCH LEADER
MRS PAM HIBBERT
 01375 859215
WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS VESTRY HOUR 7-7.45 Wednesdays at St. John’s
INFORMATION TO GO ON THE WEBSITE AND QUERIES ABOUT IT

webadmin@ubocaf.org.uk
The parish Website is www.ubocaf.org.uk

Articles for the Magazine can be sent to:
thelinkmagazine1@googlemail.com
Page 2

 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing 

From Pamela Draycott
Dear Friends

A

S I begin to write this at 7.30 at night
it is a mere 27C, following a daytime
high of 35C, and it is oh so humid. Thunder
and lightning in the distance indicate a downpour that will hopefully ease things a little.
Yes, I’m in Singapore once again visiting our
daughter, son-in-law, and grandchildren, although by the time this is published, I will be
back home.
I love Singapore, despite the heat and humidity. It is varied and vibrant
with the old and the new mixed together. The people are friendly, and English is widely spoken. To say it is a small island/city state of around 280
square miles and just over five and a half million people there is plenty of
green space, including parks, gardens and nature reserves. The public
transport system is efficient, air conditioned and relatively cheap; they drive
on the lefthand side of the road; and the food is varied with a plethora of
hawker centres, cafes, and restaurants to suit all tastes and wallets.
The majority religion in Singapore is Buddhism with currently approximately 20% of the population being Christian - about a third of whom are
Catholic, with Anglicans and Methodists making up the bulk of the rest.
Christianity came to Singapore when Stamford Raffles founded modern Singapore as a trading post in the early 1800s. The current St Andrew’s
Cathedral was consecrated in 1835 and named in honour of St Andrew, the
Patron Saint of Scotland, because of the generosity of the early Scottish
community who provided a large amount of the funds for it to be built. It has
been a place of Anglican worship ever since. Today it conducts worship services in English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Hokkien, Tagalog, Bahasa Indonesia
and Burmese, indicative of the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural background of Anglican Christians in Singapore. The Diocese is part of the Province of the Anglican Church of South East Asia. It has 27 parishes organised into six deaneries. The Cathedral is designated as a national monument by the Heritage
Board of Singapore.
The church I usually attend when visiting Singapore is St George’s,
which is also a national monument. Founded as a garrison church during the
colonial period the present building was consecrated in 1913. During the second world war the Japanese army converted it into an ammunition depot. It
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was rededicated on Remembrance Sunday 1946.
The congregation is now a mixture of ethnic Chinese,
Eurasian, Indian, Malay, Australian, New Zealander,
one or two Americans and a smattering of Europeans, including British ex-pats. Those attending vary
across the age range with a vibrant and large children and young people’s ministry. Some attendees
are there for a short period on a work assignment, others were born in Singapore either to a Christian family or have converted to Christianity, others
are people who have chosen to make Singapore their home long term.
Anglican worship in Singapore is low church, which is not my cup of
tea. However, I must concede that along with other Christian denominations
the Anglican church in Singapore has grown substantially over the past 30
years or so. One of the things that travelling to various parts of the world reminds me is that, more often than not, there is a Christian community it is
possible to share fellowship with. It reminds me that despite differences in
churchmanship, for example, we are indeed “all one in Christ Jesus” and that
the faith we hold in common should be much more than divides us. This unity in Christ is something to both cherish and to celebrate. This doesn’t mean
we all have to worship in the same way or believe exactly the same things. It
does mean that we recognise our need of Jesus as
our Lord and Saviour and that our commitment to him
directs our daily life. It means, to use a Methodist
phrase, we should be able to disagree well together.
May God help us to be receptive to the work of the
Holy Spirit in our lives and in the life of the Church today (yes even those bits we find it difficult to agree
with!).

Pamela Draycott

Saturday 9th July 4pm
AFTERNOON TEA
RECTORY GARDEN
4P.M.

Please sign the list in church or contact if you are planning to attend
Proceeds will be to go toward our United Benefice's commitment to Building
Better Futures International (BBFI) and in particular their sewing economic empowerment project.

Pamela Draycott.
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Phocus of Sinope – the brave gardener

M

Feast Day: 14th July

ANY of us are gardeners, but not many of us are buried in our
gardens.
Phocus was a fourth century Christian gardener who ran a little
guest house in Sinope, on the Black Sea (now part of modern Turkey). He
used the produce from his garden to welcome and feed any visitors who
came by, as well as giving anything left over to the poor.
In a time of persecution, the governor of the district sent soldiers to
kill him because of his Christianity. But when the soldiers arrived at Phocus’s guest house, they did not recognise him. Phocus politely fed them
and invited them to stay the night, during which he crept out into his garden
to dig his own grave and prepare for death. In the morning, Phocus divulged his true identity, rather to the dismay of the soldiers, who did not
want to kill this kindly man. But Phocus assured them that he considered
martyrdom the highest honour, and humbly bent his head to their swords.
And so, the soldiers killed him and buried him in the grave he had prepared.
The news of Phocus’s martyrdom spread far and wide, drawing
many pilgrims to his garden. His calm courage and faith in God were widely admired and in time Phocus became the patron of sailors in the Black
Sea, and then the whole Eastern Mediterranean.
Phocus’s life echoes that of many Christians today, who go calmly
about their daily mundane jobs in lands of persecution, and who do not
avoid the call to Christian martyrdom, however it may come to them.
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Would you like to share in a journey of discovery?

The COURSE IN

CHRISTIAN STUDIES
is an opportunity to explore the Christian faith with others. The course
runs over two years, is open to anyone over the age of 16 and is based on
weekly meetings in groups.
We are able to offer the CCS course as Face to Face sessions at various
locations throughout the Diocese, as well as Zoom sessions. In addition,
CCS can be accessed entirely online,

using the interactive programme Moodle, where you will interact with
fellow students and tutors through online forums and posts. This provides
increased flexibility for times and days.

Taster events will be held throughout the Diocese
during June and July
An Introductory Day will take place in Chelmsford
on Saturday 10th September starting at 10.00am.
To register your interest and receive further details,
email Diane Hardy dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
or call her on 01245 294449
For further information contact: Diane Hardy, CCS Administrator
Chelmsford Diocesan Office, 53 New Street, Chelmsford CM1 1AT
Further details available at
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/ccs
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CCS Taster Evenings 2022
Would you like to share in a journey of discovery?

The COURSE IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES
Is an opportunity to explore the Christian faith with others.
The course runs over two years, is open to anyone over the age of 16 and is based
on weekly meetings in local groups or via an online learning platform.

You can find out more from students and tutors at these Taster events:

Daytime Groups
Chelmsford

Wed 13 July (10.00am-12.00 noon) Diocesan Office

Maldon

Thurs 30 June (10.00am – 11.30am) St Mary’s

Please note the regular meeting day for this group will be Wednesdays
Online

There will be an induction via Zoom on 8th September

Pleshey

Tues 5th July (10.00am -12.00 noon) The Retreat House

Please note if you wish to book a cooked lunch, at a cost of £10 per person, you
should contact the
Tutor by email sharonguest07@btinternet.com

Evening Groups
(Unless otherwise stated these meetings are from 7.00pm - 9.00pm)
Coggeshall
Dagenham

Tues 19th July
Tues 19th July

Grays

Mon 4th July

St Peter Ad Vincula
St George’s
Grays Parish Hall
(7.30pm-9.30pm)

Please note: this venue is on the first floor and therefore may not be suitable for people with mobility issues

Theydon Bois
Zoom (Wed evenings)

Zoom (Thurs evenings)

Tues 5th July
St Mary’s
th
Wed 10 August
Zoom
(7.30pm-9.30pm)
Wed 6th July
Zoom

Please visit https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/course-in-christian-studies for more details.

For further information contact: Diane Hardy, Administrator, Course in Christian Studies,

Diocesan Office, 53 New Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1AT
Tel: 01245 294449 email: dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
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A

Showers of blessing

CCORDING to British folklore, if it rains on 15th
July, then we can expect 40 days of showery and
stormy weather. This myth arose after the buried remains
of St Swithun (Swithin) was removed from its original site
in a church garden and taken into a Saxon cathedral.
Swithun was an Anglo-Saxon Bishop of Winchester.
During his decade in office, he was known for his devotion
and passion to build new churches and to restore old ones.
Before he died on 2nd July 863 AD, he didn’t want any veneration of
his tomb and requested that his body be simply interred in the church
grounds. He wanted people to pass by his grave and for it to be touched by
the weather.
So far so good. But - a century later, it was decided to move Swithun
inside, into the refurbished basilica. From that day it rained every day for
nearly six weeks - as if this was his displeasure at being moved!
The Bible mentions rain (and water) many times. These include the
great flood and Noah’s Ark (Genesis 7); Ezra’s open-air public assembly in
Jerusalem in the pouring rain (Ezra 10:9) and the parable by Jesus about
two houses in a rainstorm (Matthew 7:24-27).
Over the centuries, hymn writers have also used water and rain to
describe our need for God. They’ve used such phrases as I need You ….like
refreshing summer rain and Father, like rain from the skies send Your word
into our lives. Some hymns include rain as a metaphor for the Holy Spirit to
come and refresh, restore and revitalise us; to cleanse us of our sins or to
wash away our sorrows.
Here are two verses and the chorus from an old hymn written by Daniel W. Whittle (1840-1901) that reminds us that when overwhelmed with
gloom and despair, God can and will pour new hope into our lives.

There shall be showers of blessing, this is the promise of love;
There shall be seasons refreshing, sent from the Saviour above.
There shall be showers of blessing, O that today they might fall,
Now as to God we’re confessing, now as on Jesus we call!
Showers of blessing, showers of blessing we need;
Mercy-drops round us are falling, but for the showers we plead.

Lester Amann
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The Revd Richard Higginbottom looks at the seashore.

I

A sermon in sand

F YOU ARE fortunate enough to get to the seaside this summer,
then you might like to wriggle your toes in the warm sand, and consider the following:
It has been said that there are more stars in the universe than
there are grains of sand on all the beaches in the world. More recently,
as the estimated number of stars has increased, then even the grains of
sand in all the world’s deserts have been added to the comparison!
The Sun, vast though it is, is a fairly ordinary star, 93 million miles
away. It is not easy to grasp that sort of a distance, but here’s a measuring stick: if you were to fly in a fast passenger jet at 600 miles per hour,
then it would take you about 17 hours to fly from London to Sydney;
about 17 days to reach the Moon, and about 17 years to reach the Sun!
As for how long it would take to fly on to the next nearest star to
us - Proxima Centauri - it would take about 4.2 light years, as the distance is more than 24 trillion miles! And that is just to the next nearest
star after the Sun.
How many stars are there in the Universe? Astronomers recently
estimated that there are about 70,000 million, million, million stars.
As you sit there you might care to pick up a couple of grains of
sand. Let the first grain represent our Sun, the second grain the next
nearest star to us. Then look at the whole beach and after that consider
all the beaches on Earth, with every grain of sand representing a star ….
then it gives some meaning to the phrase “God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.”
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The Ven John Barton on the pain of bereavement.

W

Good grief?

E ARE never fully prepared for the death of
someone really close to us. Even if they have
been thoughtful enough to leave a Will and instructions for
their funeral, and although we may have anticipated the
outcome of a long period of terminal illness, death itself is
raw and affects us in unexpected ways. It takes years to
assimilate.
Some try to take some of the sting out of death by making the funeral as cheerful as possible. ‘A Celebration of Life’ may be preferred to
the word ‘funeral’ and conducted by a civil celebrant rather than a Christian minister. These bespoke ceremonies usually look back rather than
forward, with the emphasis on happy memories of the dead person. Although elements from any religion or secular source may be inserted, there is little acknowledgment of the sadness left behind, or our common need of forgiveness and God’s promise of life everlasting. The emphasis is on past achievements rather than future hope.
After the body has been cremated or buried and relatives and
friends have gone home, the slow, punishing pain of grief begins to take
its toll. It takes years to work through and there are no short cuts, whether
mourners are religious or not.
The American Rabbi Earl Grollman studied the impact of bereavement, and wrote:
“Grief is not a disorder, a disease, or a sign of weakness. It is an
emotional, physical and spiritual necessity, the price you pay for love. The
only cure for grief is to grieve.”
Christians who are bereaved may chastise themselves if they feel
worn down by sorrow. Do they not believe in Christ, “who has prepared a
place” for those who love Him”? Yes, but thoughtful friends will remind
them that Jesus Himself wept when His friend Lazarus died. Grief is normal, however strong the faith and God’s care may be conveyed through
the love of friends, when the direct line seems cut off. Good friends will
know that mourners are thinking about their loved ones most of the time:
it isn’t morbid, and they should be encouraged to talk about them.
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L

Sea Sunday – 10th July

OOK around your home. How
much of the contents in your cupboards, wardrobe, rooms, and even garage came to you over the seas, via the
great merchant ships? What would your
home be like without them?
Yet when did you last give a
thought to the people who bring them to
you?
It is a curious fact that seafarers
are one of the most important, and yet
invisible, people groups in our society.
We all of us depend on them to fill our
homes and businesses with an endless
variety of goods, and yet we never see them, never speak to them, and
rarely even remember their existence.
It suddenly makes Sea Sunday seem good sense: an annual opportunity to give thanks for the seafarers of the world, and to pray for their
personal well-being. For going to sea is a lonely occupation. It separates
families for months on end. It can sometimes be dangerous, and it is always physically demanding work.
So this month, on Sea Sunday, let’s pause and give thanks to God
for the seafarers of the world. Let’s remember how their work so enriches
our lives. Let’s pray for them, for their families, and let’s support the organisations that offer them care and support through their chaplaincy
work.
In doing so, we will join with thousands of other Christians, from
London to Lagos, Manila to Melbourne and Durban to Dunkerque, who
each year remember the seafarers who make our prosperity possible.
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Mendel, the peas, and the beginning of genetics

T

WO hundred years ago, on 20th July 1822, Gregor Mendel was
born. The Austrian/Czech friar and botanist discovered the laws
of heredity and created what eventually became the science of genetics.
Born to a relatively poor but devoutly Roman Catholic farming
family in what was then Moravia, in the Austrian empire, Johann Mendel
(he became Gregor after he joined the Order of St Augustine) became a
monk partly to relieve “perpetual anxiety about means of livelihood”, but
his faith was clear and frequently expressed.
He was also a meteorologist, mathematician and teacher, but his
ground-breaking experiments with pea plants between 1856 and 1863
demonstrated the action of something invisible – now called ‘genes’ – in
determining the inherited traits of an organism. Although he announced
his results and published them in 1866, the significance of his work was
not appreciated by scientists until around 1900, when his experiments
were verified – another example of the consensus of scientists failing to
recognise the validity of different ideas.
He was elected Abbot in 1868, and after that his life was taken up
largely by administrative duties – including a long dispute about payment of religious taxes. He died in January 1884 of chronic nephritis.
Czech composer Leoš Janáček played the organ at his funeral.
Mendel’s work was introduced to Britain in the early years
of the 20th century by William
Bateson, the first Director of the
John Innes Centre in Norwich –
the first research institute devoted
to Mendelian genetics in Britain.
He translated Mendel’s paper from
German into English, championed
his work and coined the word
‘genetics’.

Tim Lenton
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Reaching the deepest place on earth

O

NE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, on
28th July 1922, Jacques Piccard, the
Swiss oceanographer and engineer, was
born in Belgium. He is best known for developing deep-sea submarines, and for becoming one of the first two people to reach the
Mariana Trench, the deepest point on earth.
He came from a family known for daring achievements. His father Auguste set
height records in ballooning, reaching the
stratosphere, and later with his son adapted
the technology involved in that achievement
to create the bathyscaphe for deep sea exploration. As a result, the Piccard family made both the highest flight
and the deepest dive.
Jacques Piccard taught economics at the University of Geneva
before leaving to concentrate on deep sea research. His revolutionary
vessel, developed with his father, was bought by the US Navy for salvage and rescue.
On 23rd January, 1960, Piccard and Lt Don Walsh, a submarine
officer, descended to 35,800 feet in a chasm of the Marianas Trench
known as Challenger Deep. There were no on-board experiments or
scientific equipment. They finally touched down in "snuff-coloured ooze"
where they found, amazingly, a flat fish and a new type of shrimp.
The Piccards followed this success by developing further vessels,
including tourist submarines and another exploratory vessel that followed the Gulf Stream and studied its various features. Jacques Piccard, who died in 2008, also formed the Foundation for the Study and
Preservation of Seas and Lakes. His son Bertrand, with Brian Jones,
made the first non-stop circumnavigation of the world by balloon in 1999
(Switzerland-Egypt, 20 days).

Page 13

 The Link: July 2022 

World War II Memorial,
St. Mary’s Church,
Corringham, Essex

I

Gordon Ernest Hamoniaux

HAVE traced the Hamoniaux family back from Corringham, to
Guernsey and then to France.
Gordon Ernest Hamoniaux was born on 24th February 1924 at
41, Clarence Road, Grays, Essex. He was the second of three sons of
Sydney Albert Hamoniaux and Ivy Maria Hamoniaux née Deeks, the
other two sons were Henry born in 1922 and John born in 1934. In the
1939 Register the family were living at 4, Windsor Avenue, Corringham,
one of the roads on the Frost Estate.
Sydney and Ivy were married on 22 nd January 1921 at The Baptist Tabernacle Church in Grays, five months later in the 1921 Census
they were living at 41, Clarence Road, Grays, the home of Lizzie
Deeks, age 59 a widow, Ivy's mother.

1921 Census, 41, Clarence Road, Grays, Essex
In the 1911 Census, Sydney Albert Hamoniaux is recorded as
Robert Sydney Hamoniaux, so for some unknown reason there was a
name change. Robert Sydney is the son of Joseph Hamoniaux a Mason (Bricklayer), age 42 so born about 1869, in France, and his wife,
Sophie Hamoniaux née Corbet she also was 42 and was born in Guernsey. They were living with their six children, the census had recorded
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that 11 children had been born but 5 had died. The family were living in
St. Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands.
In the previous census of 1901 Joseph's occupation was a Stone
Mason, the family were living in St. Martin's, Guernsey. Ten years earlier, in 1891 Joseph a Bricklayer, and Sophie and their 3 month old
daughter, Lilian, were recorded as living at 45, Bordage Street, St. Peter Port.
The 1881 census showed Joseph, age 12, a Stationer, living in
St. Peter Port, with his widowed mother, Helene, a Dressmaker, age 38.
For the first time their town of birth is shown as St. Servan, (St. Malo)
France. Also living with them is Helene's widowed mother, Julie Chénel
age 74 a Washerwoman. I am unable to find the Hamoniaux family in
the Guernsey census of 1871, so I assume that they must have travelled from France to Guernsey between 1871 and 1881.
I did start off by saying that Gordon Ernest Hamoniaux's mother
was born Ivy Maria Deeks. I did research her family back to her great
grandfather, Joseph Deeks born about 1813 in Kedington, Suffolk, his
occupation was a Bricklayer. He and his wife Tabitha had 9 children all
born in Kedington, as was the next generation. Although Ivy Maria
Deeks was born in Belchamp St. Paul, Essex, some of her siblings
were born in Kedington. The reason that I researched so far back on
the Deeks family as I had seen an episode of Who Do You Think You
Are? with Barbara Windsor as the celebrity, she had been born Barbara
Deeks, and her ancestors had come from Bures in Suffolk and was in
the brick making industry, Bures is on the Essex/Suffolk border.
Kedington and Bures are about 14 miles apart. I couldn't find a link in
the Deeks family but if I had the time and resources I could possibly
match the two families up.
Returning to Gordon Hamoniaux, he worked for The British Bata
Shoe Co Ltd. in the rubber factory in East Tilbury for four years before
signing up in the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) in 463 Squadron
which was flying heavy bombers. The squadron was formed in the
United Kingdom in late 1943 and flew Avro Lancaster Bombers. The
Lancaster had a crew of seven consisting of Captain, Flight Engineer,
Navigator, Bomb Aimer, Wireless Operator, Mid-Upper Gunner and
Rear Gunner. There was little room for the crew, the Captain sat on the
left-hand side of the cockpit, there was no co-pilot, the Flight Engineer
sat next to the pilot on a folding seat. The Navigator sat behind the pilot
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and flight engineer facing left of the aircraft. The bomb aimer was seated when operating the front gun barrel but otherwise was in a laying
position when directing the pilot to the aiming point before releasing the
bomb load. The navigator sat facing forward beside the navigator. The
mid-upper gunner sat in the mid upper turret which was also in the unheated section of the plane. The rear gunner, known as ‘Tail End Charlie’ sat at the rear of the plane which was also unheated and the most
isolated section of the aircraft. Some flights lasted 10 hours and the
rear gunner would not see any one of the crew during this time. If you
look at a photograph of a Lancaster Bomber you can easily see the two
gunner positions there was very little protection with only a Perspex
screen around the position.
Number 463 Squadron was based at RAF Waddington in Lincolnshire from 25th November 1943 to 3rd July 1945 and then was transferred to RAF Skellingthorpe also in Lincolnshire. The main role of the
squadron was night time bombing over Germany attacking industrial
areas on the River Ruhr and Berlin, it also launched attacks in France
on the V1 and V2 rocket launching sites. Prior to the Normandy landings in June 1944 the squadron had been attacking the German artillery
batteries in the area.
The National Archives have RAF records and I found 463 Squadron Operations Record Book online. Gordon's name is second on the
crew list so he was the Flight Engineer. On the 18th July 1944 there was
daytime bombing raid on Caen. Gordon's plane took off at 03.39 and
landed safely at Waddington at 07.28, their report states that they had
been flying at 10,000 feet and all their bombs had exploded on the target area east of the river. Later the same day, at 22.55, Avro Lancaster
DV374 took off from Waddington on a bombing raid on a railway junction in Revigny, France. The plane was shot down by a night fighter
and crashed at Droupt-Saint-Marie a village 15 miles north west of
Troyes, which is east of Paris. The Operations Record Book states
“Aircraft missing. No news after take off”. The full list of the crew on
Lancaster DV374 are Flying Officer James Robert Worthington; Sergeant Gordon Edward Hamoniaux, Flight Engineer; Sergeant Colin Hymas, Navigator; Flight Sergeant Malachy James Simmonds, Flight Engineer; Flying Officer Henry Godfrey Chapman, Wireless Operator/Air
Gunner; Sergeant Roy Victor Ind, Air Gunner; and Sergeant Robert Dixon Bruce Younger, Air Gunner.
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Number 463 Squadron Operation Record Book 18/19 July 1944
The crew were all killed and buried together in Droupt-Saint-Marie
Churchyard. On the 8th March 1983, their remains were exhumed and reburied on 10th March, in Plot XIV, Row F, Graves 4-9, Terlincthun British
Cemetery, Wimille, France Wimille a village is on the northern outskirts of
Boulogne. The cemetery was begun in 1918 when space in other local
cemeteries was exhausted. By 1920 there were 3,300 burials, it remained
an open cemetery and bodies were transferred there from other cemeteries. Terlincthun Cemetery now contains 4,378 Commonwealth burials
from The Great War and 200 of other nationalities, mostly German. There
are 149 burials from the Second World War. Gordon and the rest of the
crew flew together, died together and are buried together.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission – Reburial Return 10th March 1983
Gordon's family would have received his medals posthumously:
The 1939-1945 Star, and the 1939-1945 War Medal.

Peter Craggs

June 2022
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update

W

Jam-packed May

OW. May has really turned into a jampacked month! One with plenty of issues
to contend with, but some truly inspiring farm visits to
make up for that. This month in fact has been so
jammed that I have had to thoroughly cut this article
(by approximately 50% and it’s still long!). To read the
blog in its entirety (including pictures), please head over to farmingGeorge.blogspot.com . Or better still, check out my new podcast version of the blog. Just Google: “farmingGeorge podcast”.
The month began with ‘UK Grain Lab’. This is the third time this
event has occurred at Small Food Bakery in Nottingham, and is the brainchild of baker Kim Bell. The first time was in 2017, then 2018 (when I first
attended), and the third occurrence then spent a couple of years in covidlimbo. So it was super for it to be able to finally go ahead again.
UK Grain Lab is a gathering of farmers, millers, bakers & food producers which has been a major driver in the changes I have made to how I
farm. It led to the purchase of my New American Stone Mill, which will
begin turning in earnest in September with this coming harvest. And it,
along with the newly founded Grain Networks across the UK, has given
me a wealth of fantastic contacts who are attempting to change the way
the entire food system functions: to one which values a healthy farming
system and healthy food, along with fair pricing for all.
I was really excited to attend and catchup with some of the incredible people I have met over the past few years. I was also very pleased
when Isabel Kelly (co-organiser with Kim) rang, asking me to contribute to
a panel on how to successfully make ‘big noise’ and communicate our stories in the best way. Co-panellists were Edd Lees of WildFarmed (more
on that later), Chris Young from the Real Bread Campaign, and Kim Bell,
with the session chaired by Karen O’Donoghue, a superb Irish nutritional
expert and baker from Happy Tummy Co (working with special grains to
help alleviate issues such as IBS).
The big point I was wishing to make with regards ‘making noise’
was to ensure that what we push never becomes (or feels) exclusive. The
biggest change I have noticed in how I communicate over the past few
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years is to always attempt to understand
other people’s contexts, be that locational,
economic, etc. And to always ensure that I
emphasise the fact that the way I choose to
farm is just that – how I choose to farm. It is
definitely a way which encourages ecology
and biodiversity, but it is by no means the
only way, and how could you expect other
farmers to necessarily engage with it as
strongly as I do when they aren’t passionate
about it?
On May 4th I was visited by a bunch of Masters students from
Writtle University. It was quite a squeeze finding the time in my diary,
but I always find their trips worthwhile with the calibre of students they
have had lately. As we were halfway through the tour, visiting the
cows, I had a bit of a shock to the system though. One of the cows was
out of their paddock and lying down with legs stuck out. Dread instantly
filled me, and I left lecturer Henry Matthews and the students to jog
over to the fallen animal. I was 30 yards away when my fears were
confirmed. Hubert, a one-year-old castrated steer, had died. He was
bloated and stiff and covered in flies.
There was little I could do at the time, and in some regards I was
pleased to have the farm walk to distract me from this event. These
things happen and you simply have to get over it, but it is rather heartrending.
Once the students departed, I jumped on the loader to get the
corpse and bring it back to the yard before calling Martins (the knackerman who is licenced to dispose of fallen stock) to come and collect Hubert. Tim from Westpoint Farm Vets did Mia and me a favour by going
to Martins and performing a basic post-mortem to see if there was any
obvious cause of the sudden death. But there was nothing – not bloat
(which can occur with the rich new grass at this time of year), nor any
obstruction or anything else.
Mia and I discussed the death at length, and believe that the likely reason would be a heart attack. At this age (a year old), animals are
growing rapidly, often outpacing the growth of their heart. Ordinarily
this isn’t a problem, but if the animal gets a fright, it can be enough to
overwork the heart and kill them. Something must have frightened Hubert in order for him to jump out of his paddock, so this is the most logi-
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cal conclusion. And at least it is something which shouldn’t be rampaging
through the rest of the herd.
This month I got the blood results back on the four breeding cows
that were being checked for the third
time for clear disease status. Frustratingly there was more bad news on
this front. Gut-wrenching news that Cow-624, Camembert and Engelbert’s mum, has Johne’s. Johne’s is a very contagious wasting disease,
and absolutely cannot be kept in the herd. It is also hard to detect
(hence why it took three attempts on this cow). And it categorically
means that Camembert can’t be kept as a breeding bull (he would have
the chance to spread it to very susceptible young calves). So Camembert was castrated and has joined the cull herd with his mum. A super
sad day for two reasons. When Cow-624 first came to the farm she was
one of the flightiest – she hated being handled and always had a wild
look in her eyes. However, over the past eighteen months of my handson management style she has grown into a super friendly cow, always
happy to have a fuss (from me at least). The second reason is quite
simply the quality of the calves that she produces. She is quite a small
cow, but her calves are stupendous! Growing really well with a very
pleasing shape. In fact, it was her calf last year, Engelbert, who encouraged me to decide to start rearing bull calves to sell for breeding. All the
more gutting to castrate Camembert.
On a Wednesday towards the end of the month, I went on an exciting visit to WildFarmed’s farm. WildFarmed is the brand of Andy Cato
(DJ of Groove Armada fame, who also happens to be a pretty rock and
roll farmer), Edd Lees (co-panellist with me at Grain Lab), and George
Lamb (radio & television presenter, and son of actor Larry Lamb). Andy
developed a style of farming in France over the past decade and decided to bring it over to the UK with a big PR & marketing budget and the
intention of making change on a larger scale than is possible from a single farm base. Instead, they have been enlisting farmers with similar growing values to
them, and providing a guaranteed purchase
price for the grain those farmers produce.
This grain can then be amalgamated to give
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a consistent product which can be stone ground (they partnered with F P
Matthews mill in the Cotswolds for this).
This is exactly the sort of thing which really excites me: creating
demand for a product grown to very high standards in a way which incentivises other farmers to change such that they can also grow for them. In
order to guarantee a good price for farmers, the flour still ends up a little
expensive. That is naturally the case in lower yield systems which prioritise nature. But it is an exciting start to making change on a grand scale
across the UK’s farmed landscape with really positive impacts for climate
and biodiversity.
The visit was organised by the Organic Research Centre with the
final bit of funding from EU funded DiverIMPACTS (which helped get me
to France looking at buckwheat and to Sweden looking at pioneering organic farms in 2019). The farm itself which we visited was stunning, and
Andy is showing off his exceptional inventiveness! He is trialling a lot of
‘pasture cropping’, where crops are sown into long-term diverse-species
leys. This means that lots of different types of plant families are always
present, leading to a healthier soil and plants (potentially with better nutrition in the harvested crops, although that needs conclusively researching).
However, the plants growing in the gaps between the crop rows still need
controlling, for which Andy has designed two types of inter-row mowers. A
really fascinating idea. Without controlling the plants in between the rows
of wheat, the perennial plants would dominate and the wheat would likely
entirely fail and be unharvestable.
Andy’s honesty about the issues he was facing and what had gone
wrong was so refreshing, but his farm looked just fabulous. Such an exciting project, and I am meeting the team at the start of June to see how I
can work with them moving forward.
The last week of May saw Mia and I getting off the farm for a week.
As is always the case, I hadn’t so much managed to clear the week from
work, but had just about got enough done and could ignore other jobs for a
week!
When in Cornwall we visited was Chris Jones. Chris has been a
tremendous inspiration to me over the past couple of years since I got to
know him through my ambassadorship with the Beaver Trust. I have been
hoping to visit him for a long while now because he has beavers on his
farm, Woodland Valley Farm. And the trip was just amazing.
I only realised Chris was so close the day before and messaged him
to see if we could visit. He was super accommodating. We started a farm
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tour looking at some recently established agroforestry on a hill in the distance. There were newly planted trees all over the place on his farm. His
outlook on agriculture is very aligned to mine, and he feels like a genuine
kindred spirit. Someone I hope to be able to have a few drams with and put
the world to rights sometime soon.
Then came the main event: the beaver enclosure. As we entered the
fenced area we were greeted by three especially friendly sheep who then
accompanied us on the tour. I’ve never met a tame sheep, so that in itself
was quite a novelty! The first thing Chris showed us was where the small
stream on his farm outflowed. It was about a meter wide at most with a
gravelly bottom, and very shallow. Rather picturesque but nothing of any
note. That is what his entire stream looked like five years previous…prebeaver!
Then we turned around and saw the first dam, and the pond behind it.
The difference was astounding. Hundreds of flies whirled above the pool
where it was clear a huge amount of silt had deposited due to the slowed
flow of water. We walked up-steam. Where there had previously been just
one stream, there were now five, and we came across a few more dams and
ponds, leading to the biggest pool at the top.
Chris has controlled some of the tree felling by painting the trunks of
trees he wishes to save with a mix of PVA glue and sand (the beavers don’t
like gnawing that!). What is cool is that many of the trees will regrow from
coppiced stumps anyway. The tranquillity afforded by the whole area was
simply magical, and something which I am struggling to adequately describe. If you get the opportunity to visit I would totally recommend it, especially from a farmer’s perspective. Many farmers only see the reintroduction
of beavers as something negative, but the tremendous ecological boost provided by this keystone species cannot be understated. And in such a short
amount of time too.
I’m slightly gutted I didn’t catch glimpse of a beaver in real life, but just
the effect of them was profound. This is a species we can leave to get on
with naturally slowing the flow of water, helping to alleviate floods downstream, ensuring that soil doesn’t wash all the way down stream polluting
rivers, etc. In my opinion it is something we really need to embrace in England. I am so glad there are such good case studies out there now.
We finished up the farm tour looking at Chris’s cows (naturally) and I
gave him a hand moving his electric fence (it’s always fascinating seeing
different people’s techniques for this!), before ending up sitting on a log with
a cuppa and chatting. A truly revitalising visit.
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This month has really demonstrated how critical farm visits are to my
mental state. Covid put the kibosh on the ability to travel freely, and that
coincided with implementing a lot of labour-intensive projects on the farm,
making it even more difficult to go and see other farmers. But I feel so invigorated by the amazing farms that I have seen this month., and am feeling
even more positive about the direction of farming I am heading in.

Contact details:
George Young
07792 508 611
George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
@farmingGeorge
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Difference
So often
I can’t wear the right clothes,
Speak the right words,
Fit the right mould,
Be the shape people want me to be,
Expect me to be,
Demand that I am,
To conform.
But you Lord
Accept me,
Release me,
Make it possible to be me,
Perfectly free
In your service,
Open for you
To transform.

By Daphne Kitching
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Cathedrals have a mission to show the
‘Heart of Jesus’

T

HE
ARCHBISHOP
OF
YORK has encouraged cathedrals to
continue to ask the
‘hard missional questions’ about how to
transmit the gospel in
the world of today.
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell said cathedrals had a mission
to show the ‘heart of Jesus’ in world of “so much hurt and so much confusion and so much uncertainty.”
He said: “Our primary vocation is to be the place that serves and
teaches… to show the heart of Jesus to others both from our teaching
and preaching and evangelising and through the service that we offer,”
he said.
The Archbishop urged cathedrals to see themselves as a ‘work in
progress’ when it comes to transmitting the Christian faith. Drawing a
parallel with the stonemasons yard tour of York Minster, which allows
visitors to see stonemasons at work, he said: “What that tells me very,
very clearly is this building is a work in progress – it also tells me something else, hugely important, which is that in order for York Minster to be
itself, it has to constantly change.”
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Zoomed Services
e have now reverted to our pattern of one Sunday
and one Weekday service.

Sunday 3rd July

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 6th July

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 10th July

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 14th July

10am

St. Michael’s

Sunday 17th July

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 20th July

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 24th July

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 28th July

10am

St. Michael’s

Sunday 31st July

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday3rd August

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 7th August

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 11th August

10am

St. Michael’s

Sunday 14th August

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 17th August

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 21st August

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 25th August

10am

St. Michael’s

Sunday 28th August

10.45am

St. Mary’s

Wednesday 31st August

10am

St. Mary’s

Sunday 4th September

9.15am

St. Michael’s

Thursday 8th September

10am

St. Michael’s
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1
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Prayer Intentions : July 2022
Henry John
Feria
Thomas the Apostle
Feria
Feria
St Thomas More
Feria
Feria
Feria
4th after Trinity
Benedict of Norsia
Feria
Feria
John Keble
St Swithin
St Osmund
5th after Trinity
Elizabeth Ferard
St Gregory
Margaret of Antioch
Feria
Mary Magdalene
Bridget of Sweden
6th after Trinity
James the Apostle
Anna and Joachim
Brooke Westcott
Feria
Martha Mary and Lazarus
William Wilberforce
7th after Trinity

Monastic communities
Our Deanery
Fr David
Youth organisations
All exploring vocation
Spiritual awareness
World Peace
The sick and housebound
Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham
Our Response to God
Deeper spirituality
Work of the Foodbank
Our local schools
Poets and writers
Farmers
Archbishop Justin
Our Benefice
Strength in adversity
All preachers and teachers
Our neighbouring communities
All missionary workers
Faithfulness
Little Haven Hospice
Walking the journey
Discipleship
Those preparing for Baptism
Ordinands
St Luke’s Hospice
All Preparing for marriage
All who are persecuted
Christian Unity

Printed by The Diocesan Print Unit

