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From Fr. David 
Dear Friends  

A S I WRITE, I think this letter will have a collection of many random un-

connected ideas.  

Poised, at my computer, it’s been announced that temperatures have 

reached 40C ! A regular temperature for many the locations in the world but 

for us an unusual phenomenon.  

These dramatic climatic changes are a reminder that we must take 

climate change seriously and both as nations and individuals need to act. 

The Church of England is making plans to be Carbon Natural and we as 

Benefice are having a new Eco friendly heating system in Gardner Hall and 

need to ensure we do whatever we can, however small to ensure we are re-

using, recycling and using non toxic products.    

Has anyone got ideas what we can do, why not share your ideas in 

future editions of the magazine.  

The third and final Alphabet meals takes place in early August, the 

evening meal in May , the BBQ in July alongside the lunch to celebrate my 

21
st
 Anniversary of ordination and the beginning of my 18

th
 year, have all 

been well received.  Each was an opportunity to meet socially and enjoy 

each others company. I would like to thank Bev and Mandy alongside their 

partners Adrian and Neil for all they have done. If you didn’t come along to 

any of the previous events contact Bev, her details are in the magazine and 

book in. I must thank my sister Jill who helped to prepare the lunch and all 

who brought along delicious desserts to share.  

In September we have both our Patronal Festivals, Birthday of the 

BVM 4
th
 September and 25

th
 September Feast Day of St Michael and All An-

gels. A time for us to gather together and give thanks for the blessings we 

receive from God. We will have a Bring and Share Lunch in the Rectory Gar-

den on Sunday 4
th
 September following the Patronal Festival of, the Birthday 

of the BVM.  

Matthew 11:28–29  

 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

During August there are predictions that this warm weather will contin-

ue, and whether you’re on holiday abroad or in the UK, I hope that you have 

a wonderful vacation and return refreshed and rejuvenated. 
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My prayer is that when we celebrate our Patronal’s as many people as 

possible will return to worship together again.  

May God bless you, do take time to relax and rest in the presence of 

the Lord.  

Fr. David 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer for August  
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

I N this month of August, thank you for your presence. Whether 
we’re at home or on holiday, in one place or travelling, working or 
resting, happy or sad, young, middle-aged or elderly, you are with 

us. 

As we journey through the different stages of this life on earth, help 
us to know that wonderful assurance of your presence, by putting our 
trust in Jesus now. 

No matter what ups and downs come our way, we will never be 
alone. You are with us, sharing it all day by day - and leading us 
home. 

Thank you, Lord of all our journeys, In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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How to keep your house cool in a heatwave 

W HEN the sun is sizzling overhead, 

many of us fling wide our windows 

and even doors, in an effort to get a draught of 

air through our homes. 

But an NHS sleep consultant advises 

that, instead, people should keep their win-

dows shut and their curtains drawn all day. 

“It’s all due to temperature differentials. As the 

sun comes up throughout the day it heats the 

inside of your house. 

“If you keep your windows and curtains closed until dusk, however, 

your house will feel very cool when you go to bed. As the sun sets, open 

your curtains and windows and you’ll feel a lovely breeze coming through 

your house, which will help you sleep.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AMAZON SMILE 

I F you use Amazon please can you do it through Amazon Smile instead 

of your normal way, if you do this St Mary’s Church will benefit. 

When you next use Amazon, log in to Smile and look for Corring-
ham, from that you will see St Mary’s Church listed, click on to that 
and order as you would do normally. 

Once you have ordered this way you will find that when you log on to 

Amazon Smile again our charity will automatically come up. Once every 3 

months Amazon make a donation straight into our bank account. 

I would rather St Mary’s gained a small amount by us having to do 

nothing than increase Amazon’s profit 

Thank you to everyone who already does this and to those who will 

do so in the future 

Bev 
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Grace – it really is amazing 

M OST of us will know the 

hymn, Amazing Grace, by 

John Newton. Grace is an essential 

element of our faith, but what is it, ex-

actly?  

In everyday life the word ‘grace’ 

has many uses: in the courts, a par-

doned person has been ‘shown grace’; in the arts, an exquisite dancer 

moves with beauty and grace; if someone undertakes an unpleasant task 

cheerfully and willingly, it is done with ‘good grace’ and composers 

sometimes add ‘grace notes’ to their music to enhance the playing of 

their music. 

The biblical use of the word ‘grace’ is quite different! The New 

Testament describes grace as God doing something for us that we could 

not do for ourselves. That ‘something’ is the free and unearned favour of 

God towards us. It is God’s goodness which removes human inferiority 

and worthlessness and which raises our status. It pays the debt of sin. 

Grace welcomes the wretched, the weak and the wayward. It adopts us 

– homeless orphans – into God’s family.  

The story of King David and Mephibosheth is a remarkable exam-

ple of grace. (see 2 Samuel 9:1-13) When David discovered a disabled 

relative of a former friend, he opened the way for this person to be 

brought into the royal household. He was accepted into David's family 

and given the same status as one of his sons.  

Similarly, God accepts the unacceptable into His Heavenly Family. 

He accepts us as we are, regardless of status, health - or any objections 

we may have! Our gracious God loves us even though we are unlovely, 

undesirable and unholy.  

We most see God’s love in the gift of His Son. We can only be 

thankful that through Christ we have a new relationship with God. It is by 

His grace we are saved. 

In John Newton’s famous hymn, he wrote ‘grace will lead me 

home’. Through the grace of God we can be assured of eternal life, joy, 

peace and security with Christ. 

: by Lester Amann 
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25 years since the death of Princess Diana 

J UST 25 years ago, on 31
st
 August 

1997, Diana, Princess of Wales, her 

close companion Dodi Fayed and their driv-

er, Henri Paul, died after a car crash in the 

Place de l’Alma underpass in Paris. 

Fayed and Paul died instantly, but 

Princess Diana survived for nearly five 

hours. She was conscious shortly after the 

crash, and was reported by a firefighter to 

have said: “My God, what has happened?” 

She then lost consciousness and was taken 

to hospital, where she died from internal 

bleeding after a two-hour operation, having 

suffered concussion, a broken arm, a cut 

thigh and massive chest injuries.  

The group had left the rear entrance of the Ritz Hotel in a Mer-

cedes limousine and took a circuitous route to shake off paparazzi. They 

were less than two miles from the hotel when they crashed. The Prin-

cess’s bodyguard, Trevor Rees-Jones, survived. Diana was sitting in the 

back seat but not wearing a seatbelt. 

The Princess had fitted in well initially with the Royal Family and, 

according to biographer Andrew Morton, had a “profound sense of desti-

ny”. She was raised in the Anglican tradition but seemed to dislike its for-

mality, though her “strong faith” was demonstrated in her many heartfelt 

actions for others. She was, however, an “unorthodox believer” who also 

visited astrologers, psychics and new-age thinkers.  

The ‘people’s Princess’ was hugely popular with the public, who 

reacted to her death with an unprecedented outpouring of grief. It was 

calculated that some 60 million flowers, as well as ten to 15 tons of bou-

quets, were left in her honour around London, together with candles, 

flags, photographs, stuffed animals and personal notes. She was 36 

when she died. 

By Tim Lenton  
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Philip Larkin – the ‘other Poet Laureate’ 

O NE HUNDRED YEARS 

AGO, on 9
th
 August 1922, 

Philip Larkin, one of Britain’s most 

famous post-war poets, was born in 

Coventry. Often called “England's 

other Poet Laureate”, he was also a 

distinguished librarian. He died in 

1985. 

His first book of poetry was 

published in 1945, but he came to 

prominence in 1955 with the publica-

tion of The Less Deceived, followed 

by The Whitsun Weddings (1964) and 

High Windows (1974). He was also a 

jazz critic for The Daily Telegraph and 

edited The Oxford Book of Twentieth 

Century English Verse (1973). 

Most of his poetry was published during the thirty years he was 

university librarian at the Brynmor Jones Library at the University of Hull, 

a place he called “at the edge” and said it suited him well. Although not in 

the least nationalistic, his work has been described as “very English” as 

well as “glum” and “sad”. He himself said that deprivation for him was 

"what daffodils were for Wordsworth”. 

His father told him never to believe in God, and it seems he com-

plied with this, describing himself as an agnostic Anglican, though he 

came across more as an atheist. He saw beauty in the Bible but believed 

little of it, and the fear of death was strong in him. 

He did however have time for the Church as an institution, or per-

haps more accurately as a building, described in Church Going as a 

“serious…special shell”. He declined the role of Poet Laureate when it 

was offered to him but has been described as the laureate of a “post-

Christian, secular England”.  

Larkin had a number of close relationships with women, some-

times simultaneous, but he never married. 

by Tim Lenton  



 The Parish Magazine of the United Benefice of Corringham & Fobbing  

Page 9 

Remembering Enid Blyton  

I T was 125 years ago, on 11
th
 August 

1897, that Enid Blyton was born in East 

Dulwich, South London. This enormously 

popular British children’s writer created 

Noddy, the Famous Five, and the Secret 

Seven. She is among the world’s bestselling 

writers, selling more than 600 million copies 

of her books.   

Enid was the daughter of a nature-

loving clothing wholesaler, to whom she 

was very close. He once sat up with her 

when she was expected to die of whooping 

cough, determined that she would survive. 

Her mother was less solicitous. Enid was 

bright, popular at school and a talented musician, but decided against it 

as a profession, going into teaching instead. 

She married twice – first Hugh Pollock, an editor at a publishing 

firm who helped her to become established as a writer. They moved to 

Buckinghamshire and had two daughters, but then divorced in 1942. The 

following year she married surgeon Kenneth Waters, and they moved in 

the 1950s to Manor Farm in Dorset, which inspired much of her later 

work. 

Blyton’s mystery and adventure stories have clearly defined good 

and bad characters and are easy to read. They have been criticised for 

being too simplistic, and more recently for some of the now outdated 

social attitudes and language. But they remain popular worldwide for 

their sense of joy and wonder at life. 

Several of her books are based on biblical stories, but she had a 

general rather than personal belief in God. She was brought up as a 

Baptist, and her children were baptised in the Church of England: to-

wards the end of her life she became interested in Roman Catholicism. 

She put much energy into charity work, encouraging children to do the 

same. She died in 1968. 

by Tim Lenton  
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Nominations are open for the 

prestigious Queen’s Award for 

Voluntary Service! 
 

 

D O YOU KNOW of a volunteer group that devotes their time to helping 

others in Thurrock and deserves a Queen’s Award for Voluntary Ser-

vice? Any group doing volunteer work that provides a social, economic or envi-

ronmental service to the local community can be nominated for the award.  

The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service is the highest award given to 

local volunteer groups across the UK to recognise outstanding work done in 

their own communities. It was created in 2002 to celebrate the anniversary of 

The Queen’s coronation. It is the MBE for volunteer groups.  

The nominator shouldn’t be part of the group, entry is free, and you can 

make your nomination at any time. Notes to help you can be found at: https://

qavs.dcms.gov.uk/make-a-nomination/about-nominating/ 

To nominate, simply complete the online form at https://

qavs.dcms.gov.uk/ 

If you would like to find out more about this award, please email: com-

munity@thurrock.gov.uk or info@thurrockcvs.org 

Previous Groups from Thurrock who have been honoured 

with the Queens Award for Voluntary Service include: 

• Tilbury Riverside Project 

• Chadwell St Mary Community Forum  

• One Community Development Trust 

• Thurrock MIND  

• Stanford, Corringham and Tilbury First Responders  

Nominations for the 2023 

awards are now open   

Closing date: 15th September 2022 

https://qavs.dcms.gov.uk/make-a-nomination/about-nominating/
https://qavs.dcms.gov.uk/make-a-nomination/about-nominating/
https://qavs.dcms.gov.uk/
https://qavs.dcms.gov.uk/
mailto:community@thurrock.gov.uk
mailto:community@thurrock.gov.uk
mailto:info@thurrockcvs.org
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OBERAMMERGAU 

A DRIAN and I have recently returned from a trip to Oberammergau. We 

were due to go in 2020 but it had to be postponed. For those people 

who don’t know the story- here it is: 

In 1633 the plague was raging through Europe and killing thousands, the 

people of a small Bavarian village had lost people and didn’t want to lose any 

more so they prayed to God and promised him that if he spared their village 

from further death they would put on a play every 10 years to remember the 

Passion of Christ- they have stuck to their promise and every 10 years they 

have put on a play. They have missed 2 during the, almost, 400 years- both due 

to war. There are about 8,000 people living in the village and approximately 

2,500 take part in the play as well as camels, horses, goats and of course a 

donkey. 

Over the years the play has evolved, originally the audience would have 

consisted of an audience that was very familiar with the story of the passion and 

crucifixion, more recently people from other religions or no religious beliefs have 

also visited so they include background to help with the understanding. For the 

first 200 years, it was put on in the cemetery but as it grew so did the venue, so 

they built a separate venue (still outside) now it takes place with the audience 

sitting in a covered area with the actors performing in the open air. 

The play is put on 5 times a week from the middle of May until the 2nd 

October with each audience consisting of over 5,00 people (it was packed when 

we were there). It is in German and is 8hours long (I didn’t tell Adrian this to 

start with). There is a 3-hour break after 2 and a half hours where everyone gets 

fed- a 3 course meal with wine and coffee. Everyone is given a book with the 

translation into their own language to make it easier to follow. 

The atmosphere was amazing you felt as if you were really there- from 

the jubilation as Jesus enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the horror of the 

crucifixion. My thoughts on Judas have changed (he actually hangs himself on 

stage) as he realises the horror of what he has done. As the crowd were shout-

ing, at Jesus, ‘crucify him, crucify him’ I felt as if I was there and wanted them to 

stop and realise what they were doing. 

In the book it says ‘The people of Oberammergau have tackled the Pas-

sion Play of 2022 with the same enormous commitment as they have done in 

the decades before. They know their duty. They keep the vow made by their 

ancestors in a way that fulfils the aim of the promise at that time, namely to 

strengthen confidence and faith for the future. The play is not a popular theatre 

of bygone times, it is a theatre of the people for the people that seeks to convey 

hope’ 
Would we have fulfilled the promises made by our ancestors 400 years ago? 

Bev 
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How can Churches respond to the Cost 
of Living Crisis? 

A CROSS our diocese, the cost of living crisis is not just a news 

story – in many homes, it is an everyday reality. The rise in 

prices affects all of us, but they are hurting the least well-off the most. 

As the poorest families spend a much greater proportion of their income 

on fuel, food and transport (which have seen the greatest price increas-

es), they are experiencing higher inflation than the headline rate.  

Unfortunately, the cost of living crisis will not pass by quickly. We 

are yet to see the rise in the energy price cap in October, and inflation is 

forecast to continue rising throughout 2022. This means what people’s 

salaries and benefit payments can buy them will fall further, and many 

more people will be facing the choice between eating and heating.  

Our call to live out the Gospel in our everyday lives means that 

many of us want to help our neighbours in need by addressing issues 

from homelessness, deprivation, to financial inclusion and disability. We 

want to help churches to serve those who experience higher levels of 

deprivation as one of our priorities to support reconcilcing communities.  

So what can churches do? Sadly, we do not have the resources 

to lift everyone out of poverty and we cannot fix the root causes which 

are causing spiralling prices. But, we cannot overlook our calling to care 

for the marginalised.  

At the heart of a Christian response to increasing poverty is 

our belief that everyone is made in the image of God and so has 

intrinsic worth and dignity. Worshipping communities should be 

spaces where everyone can have a tangible sense of their value 

and preciousness to God.  

So, the first question for churches wanting to respond to the cost 

of living crisis is:  

Do people from disadvantaged or marginalised backgrounds feel 

safe and fully included in your community?  

Are people able to honestly share the struggles they are having, 

whether related to the finances, relationships, work, or families?  

And do they have opportunities to resist being defined by those 

difficulties?  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicester.anglican.org%2Fabout-us%2Freconciling-communities%2Freconciling-communities.php&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637
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In other words, do you discern for, recognise and encourage the 

gifts in everyone in your church, irrespective of their social status, edu-

cation, age or health conditions?  

Once you have a warm and welcoming environment for people to 

talk about their financial circumstances, you can get a better sense of 

what the cost of living crisis means to them, what sacrifices they are 

having to make, and what support they would most appreciate.  

Listening well is the most important step to ensure people are 

treated with dignity at the same time as offered practical help. It might 

be, for example, that you discover someone is struggling to keep run-

ning their car, or that they are saddened most by not being able to take 

their children on holiday. You might identify a need for an affordable 

place to get a coffee and meet friends or for fresh vegetables because 

they are not included in food bank parcels.   

Depending on what you find out, here are some suggestions 

for what loving service of the world during the cost of living crisis might 

look like:  

• Running a childrens’ holiday club 
• Fundraising to take children on a day out 
• Hosting ‘pay what you can’ coffee mornings or lunch clubs 
• Setting up a community fridge or food pantry. A recording is now 

available of the recent Zoom seminar sharing creative responses 

to food poverty in the diocese, including foodbanks, food pan-

tries, 

• if they’re eligible. cook& eat hubs, community fridges and 

more.  The seminar, organised by the diocesan social responsi-

bility panel, featured contributions from Simone Connolly (CEO of 

FareShare Midlands), Sian Rigby (County Council Food Poverty 

Officer), Katie Wray (Beaumont Leys foodbank), Elaine Smith 

(Together Leicester Development Worker) and Alison Adams 

(who holds the poverty brief on the SR Panel).  For those inter-

ested in finding out more about possible options, please contact 

Elaine elaine.smith@togetherleicester.org.uk 

• Consider setting up a social action project using the resources 
here. 

• Signposting people to local courses, the job club and debt service 
run by Christians Against Poverty, or signing up to run one of the 
courses yourself 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F67DIZKgF498&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637919398296512066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2l
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F67DIZKgF498&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637919398296512066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2l
mailto:elaine.smith@togetherleicester.org.uk
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicester.anglican.org%2Fplanning-and-project%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637919398296512066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicester.anglican.org%2Fplanning-and-project%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637919398296512066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcapuk.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637919398296512066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBT
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• Helping people to access local services and support via First 
Contact Plus (for Leicestershire residents) 

• Helping people apply for the Household Support Fund (available 
for residents of Leicester City) or Household Support Fund | 
Leicestershire County Council for those in wider Leicestershire. 

• Exploring the Community Support Grant from the City Council or 
community grants from the County Council Community grants : 
SHIRE Community Grant | Leicestershire County Council 

• Inviting the City Council’s Warm Homes team to talk to parishion-

ers who live inthe city about how they can prepare for winter 

• Exploring the energy efficiency grants available for those who live 
in the county: Energy efficiency grants | Leicestershire County 
Council 

• Carefully considering your Harvest celebration – if you usually 

partner with a school to collect food, speak to staff there to dis-

cern whether that would be appropriate. If it is, ask a local food-

bank or charity what items they most need 
• Hosting a swap for clothes, toys or books so people can get ‘new’ 

items without having to pay for them 
• Fundraising for a local charity 
• Offering your premises for affordable birthday parties or special 

occasions 
• Praying for wisdom and compassion amongst policymakers and 

politicians so that they create policies which protect and support 

those most in need; for resources for charities and churches to 

provide practical help; and for the safety and wellbeing of those 

most affected by the cost of living crisis. 

If you would like more information about responding to social is-

sues like the cost of living crisis, then please contact Florence Gildea, 

Social Policy Advisor to Bishop Martyn on Flor-

ence.gildea@leicestercofe.org  

 
Personally I like the idea of a swap store, maybe school uniforms etc  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstcontactplus.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637919398296512066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstcontactplus.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637919398296512066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicester.gov.uk%2Fyour-council%2Fcoronavirus%2Fcoronavirus-support-for-residents%2Fhousehold-support-fund%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaa
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicestershire.gov.uk%2Fadult-social-care-and-health%2Fassessment-and-eligibility-for-care-and-support%2Fhousehold-support-fund&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7f
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicestershire.gov.uk%2Fadult-social-care-and-health%2Fassessment-and-eligibility-for-care-and-support%2Fhousehold-support-fund&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7f
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicester.gov.uk%2Fyour-community%2Fbenefits-and-support%2Fcommunity-support-grant%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6379193
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicestershire.gov.uk%2Fleisure-and-community%2Fcommunity-schemes-and-funding%2Fcommunity-grants%2Fshire-community-grant&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640a
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicestershire.gov.uk%2Fleisure-and-community%2Fcommunity-schemes-and-funding%2Fcommunity-grants%2Fshire-community-grant&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640a
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicester.gov.uk%2Fyour-council%2Fpolicies-plans-and-strategies%2Fenergy-efficiency%2Fwarm-homes-fund%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaa
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicestershire.gov.uk%2Fleisure-and-community%2Fcommunity-schemes-and-funding%2Fenergy-efficiency-grants&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaa
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicestershire.gov.uk%2Fleisure-and-community%2Fcommunity-schemes-and-funding%2Fenergy-efficiency-grants&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6d37fee7a22e4841015008da58501a0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaa
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The hand of Christ 
 

The hand of Christ rests gently on my head, 

Love’s blessings flow from God’s eternal heart 

Into my veins. 

The Spirit’s breath pulsates within my soul 

And in the life that Christ has won for all 

On Calvary’s hill 

I step out gladly into God’s Creation, 

There to praise the holy Name of God, 

In triune-majesty forever reigning. 

 

O God most high, 

Most Holy Father, blessed Son, 

and gracious Spirit, Three-in-One. 

We bow before the eternal throne 

and, in the strength of love received, 

we give Your love in blessing 

to your world. 

By Sam Doubtfire 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

How prayer reaches God 

A N ANXIOUS MOTHER confided in her minister: “My 10-year-

old daughter says her prayers every night, but I am not sure 

they are reaching heaven.”  

Touched by her worry, the minister spent some time explaining to 

her about God’s omniscience and omnipresence. But still, the mother 

looked worried. So finally he asked the mother why she thought her 

daughter’s prayers would NOT be heard by God.   

She explained: “Because when my daughter finishes, instead of 

saying ‘amen’, she says ‘click, send’.” 
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World War II Memorial, 

St. Mary’s Church, Corring-
ham, Essex 

Kenneth Stanley Hymas 

K ENNETH STANLEY HYMAS was the seventh and youngest 

child of Herbert Charles Hymas and Edith May Hymas née 

Barber, he was born in East Tilbury, Essex, on 20 June 1920. 

Herbert Hymas, born in 1877 and Edith Barber, born in 1878, 

were married in 1900 the marriage was registered in Maldon,  Herbert's 

occupation was a bricklayer.  After their marriage the family lived in 

Burnham on Crouch. In the 1911 census the family of Herbert and Edith 

and their three children were living at Fairfield Road in Clacton, Leigh-

on-Sea.  Ten years later in 1921 Herbert and Edith and six of their chil-

dren were now living at Little Oakley, Herbert was employed as an Agri-

cultural Engineer at Little Oakley Hall.  In the 1939 Register the Hymas 

family were Living at  8, Chamberlain Avenue, Corringham, Herbert was 

employed at the Oil Refinery. 

Herbert's parents were Edmund Hymas and Caroline Hymas, 

formerly Cornell née Lufkin. I found that Caroline Lufkin married William 

Cornell, a butcher, in January 1863 and they had a daughter, Caroline 

Alice Cornell born in 1863.  Sadly, William died in 1864 leaving Caroline 

a widow with a young child.  Caroline then married Edmund Hymas in 

1866  in Maldon.  Edmund and Caroline had 10 children born between 

1867 and 1886, this was the year when Edmund died age 42, he was 

buried St. Nicholas Churchyard, Canewdon. This left Caroline a widow 

for the second time. She went on to marry Henry Rose who would have 

provided for her and her children. I can't find any children of this mar-

riage. Herbert and his elder children were all employed in the agricultur-

al industry, they lived in Canewdon.  Caroline died in October 1925 age 

78, and was buried on 25
th
 of the same month at St. Magdalene 

Church, Great Burstead.  In the burial register her address is shown as 
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'The Retreat, Billericay', there were 7 other burials on the same pages 

with the same address.  The Retreat was used as another name for an 

infirmary or workhouse.  Further research showed that the site is where 

St. Andrew's Hospital once stood, their phone number was Billericay 2.  

Some of the original workhouse building still stand and it is now private 

housing.  The maternity unit was transferred to Basildon Hospital and 

the Burns Unit transferred to Broomfield Hospital in Chelmsford.  Only a 

Day Unit and Clinic remains there now. 

Going back one more generation to Edmund's parents, John Hy-

mas and Louisa Daisy Hymas née Ockendon.  John was born on 16 

June 1816 in Rayleigh and Louisa also born in Rayleigh in 1823, they 

had a total of twelve children, John also was an Agricultural Labourer, I 

found that he died in Rochford Workhouse on 26
th
 February 1882.  All 

of the records show that the majority of the Hymas families were em-

ployed on the land. 

Kenneth's paternal grandmother was Caroline Lufkin, she and 

her family came from Canewdon. Caroline's father was Robert Lufkin 

who was born in 1813 and died in 1888.  In the 1851, 1861, 1871 and 

1881 census his occupation was hairdresser, but this probably meant a 

gentleman's barber, he was also recorded as living in Southminster with 

his wife and family.  Please see the family trees that are in Kenneth's 

folder in St. Mary's Church for more detailed information. 

Kenneth Hymas joined The Corps of Military Police in World War 

II,  The corps is responsible for policing of army service personnel.  

They can be traced back to the 1400's.  In the 19th century there was 

formed a corps of Military Mounted Police this was followed by a corps 

of Military Foot Police.  They were combined to form the Corps of Mili-

tary Police in 1926.  After the Second World War in recognition of their 

service they were renamed The Royal Military Police. Their nickname is 

the 'Redcaps' because of their red berets that they wore.  In 1939 there 

were 4,000 Military Police rising to more than 50,000 during the war 

serving worldwide. 

Kenneth was posted to India in the war, I am unable to find dates 

of his service. He died on 17
th
 August 1943, I did find the record of his 

burial two days later.  He died of Purpura, which is a blood disease 

causing purplish spots or patches on the skin caused by internal bleed-

ing. The burial register for the British India Office Ecclesiastical Returns 

entry was signed by Wilfred Crittle, the Chaplain of Bairagarh.  
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Bairagarh is a small village near Bhopal in the state of Madhya Pradesh, 

India. 

After the war, Kenneth's remains were exhumed and re-buried in 

Kirkee War Cemetery, near Pune (Poona), south east of Mumbai, for-

merly Bombay.  This cemetery was set up to receive WW2 graves from 

eastern and central areas in India where the upkeep of the cemetery 

could not be guaranteed.  Kenneth Hymas is buried in Plot 8, Row D, 

Grave 7.   

His headstone reads “Always so good, unstinting and kind, 

                                Few in this world his equal we find.” 

Kirkee cemetery contains burials of 1,668 Commonwealth, 1 

Polish and 1 American from the Second World War.  In 1962 a further 

629 remains from Bombay (Sewri) Cemetery from The Great War were 

re-buried in Kirkee. 

 
Peter Craggs  
August 2022 
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Keeping Calm in the Storm 

O NE of the most famous stories about Jesus is the calming of the 

storm (Luke 8:22-25). Of course, anyone could say that the wind stopped sud-

denly of its own accord, but the disciples were not fooled. They had seen a 

number of these ‘coincidences’ in Jesus’ ministry, and they weren’t about to 

ignore this one. Jesus had calmed the waves with only His words. Wasn’t this 

an act of God? Who else could be in complete control of creation?   

Jesus dealt graciously with the very pressing and practical issue of the 

raging storm before He did a bit of teaching, asking His followers “Where is 

your faith?” It’s not surprising that they were scared, given the circumstances, 

but clearly Jesus expected better of them. He had already been teaching them 

for some time, and clearly knew they were ready to trust Him.  

In similar circumstances, Christians often do several things in quick suc-

cession. We start by panicking and being afraid. After a while we might remem-

ber what we know about God’s character and pray for help, trusting that what-

ever happens He will help us to handle it. Most often, we don’t get the storm-

calming effect when we ask for it, but battling on with faith and God’s help is 

much easier than trying to keep going in a panic.  

‘Peace’ in this kind of situation is a very active holding on to what we 

know about God. The difference between trusting and not trusting can be like 

night and day in terms of stress levels. I have found that it can make the differ-

ence between unmanageable stress and something that stretches me and 

teaches me something new.  

Knowing some science can help us to trust God. A Being who created 

the whole universe, sustaining the wonderfully creative processes that pro-

duced diverse life on earth, must be both extremely powerful and extremely 

wise. The God who can both calm the waves and walk on them must be in 

complete control of the things He made. When this knowledge goes hand in 

hand with experience of God’s intimate love for us and care for us in every 

situation that we find ourselves in, I am reassured that He’s got things in hand. 

I will always need help from others to pray faithfully in stormy situations, but 

hopefully I’ve seen enough now not to panic for too long. 

Time (and my closest friends) will tell! 

Dr Ruth Bancewicz  
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Farming George’s Fobbing Farm Update 
Engaging 

J UNE has seen some really exciting progress on 

the farm in Fobbing:  the first fruition of plans that 

began a few years ago.  I really feel that the farm is 

beginning to take shape into the form which I wish it to 

be, with nature being a primary focus and well & truly 

on display. 

Somewhat unglamourously, most of these projects are infrastruc-

ture projects.  In this instance, fencing.  However, knowing that I didn’t 

have the capacity to get the fencing done ourselves, I hired in a contractor 

– Byron Stevens who had been recommended.  Byron has a self-propelled 

post banger on tracks which moved surprisingly quickly, and I couldn’t be-

lieve the number of posts that we erected on the first day.  Oh, to have 

professionals on the job!  All in all it took six days to do a 3km stretch of 

fencing.  But we still have to come back to install the top barbed wire, and 

a lot of gates! 

The fencing has been erected for a number of reasons.  The first 

was re-fencing our meadow.  Too many times cows have managed to get 

into the graveyard of the church, and I felt it was time to put a stop to that.  

I also have made the decision to breed bulls on the farm, in order to sell 

them as breeding bulls.  This might sound simple, but requires sensible 

infrastructure, since the young bulls are fertile from five months, and it’s 

not ideal if they start inseminating their sisters.  So we have also fenced 

two meadows as bull fields (which can be subdivided into paddocks).  

These fields are large enough to manage my bull calves, plus enable the 

bull to stay outside all year round rather than having to pop him in a shed 

when he isn’t doing the business. 

Finally in some regards the most important aspect of the fencing 

was to fence the footpath.  The last thing I wanted to do was to make a 

fenced footpath pinched.  Legally they are only required to be 1.5m wide, 

but I have made mine 6m.  This has become a necessity both for the pro-

tection of people’s pets, plus the protection of my livestock.  The fencing 

means that contaminated dogs should not be able to poop in with my 

cows, so shouldn’t infect them, and also that dogs won’t be able to go near 

the cows to be infected with neospora themselves (via contaminated birth 
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material).  That isn’t to say that dogs can be 

let off to roam free on my fenced footpath 

though!  Whilst on my farm, dogs must re-

main on their lead at all times, and their 

mess always picked up and taken away to 

be disposed of properly.  The other benefit 

here is obviously the wildlife on my farm, 

which the fence also protects from being 

disturbed. 

There are a couple of other plusses 

from a management perspective for me on the farm.  The first of which 

is that the footpath now acts as a very useful dedicated farm track, 

keeping machinery off the road as much as possible.  And also as a 

race for the cows to run them from one area of the farm to another, or 

indeed to run them to a dedicated handling facility.  Whilst this will hap-

pen infrequently, it will still be a boon, and should mean that I don’t 

have to hook on the cattle trailer so often when needing to shift cows. 

The thing that has got me most delighted about this fencing is 

that I have finally begun demarking the wild seam through the middle of 

the farm.  I have spoken of this pioneering project a number of times on 

social media, and I really believe it to be the most innovative thing I 

have done on the farm. 

The aim of the seam is to act like a nature superhighway, carving 

through the middle of the farm, interconnecting every field and acting as 

a permanent safe haven for wildlife and fauna to reside.  Essentially I 

am conducting a managed approach to wilding some of my landscape, 

utilising livestock as an important tool in dynamic destruction, allowing 

new life to come in.  Traditionally, fields are always separated by ditch-

es or hedges.  And regularly those are areas that are fenced off to live-

stock.  However, these are also the areas that are ecologically most 

interesting, and where dynamic changes can build new habitats for 

more ecology and nature to enter.  In terms of animal utilisation, I only 

have cows at the moment.  They are possibly the most important ani-

mal to start with, but I’d love to introduce pigs and perhaps horses in 

the future.  Currently this is only the very start of this project and I have 

fingers crossed for some funding which will enable me to spur the seam 

out into the SSSI (site of special scientific interest, which Natural Eng-

land has a lot of say over) between the sea walls by the creek.  The 

funding should also help with some supplemental planting to increase 
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plant diversity on the farm, and the 

creation of ephemeral ponds (i.e. ones 

which might dry out for parts of the 

year). 

With the wild seam now open for 

business, I got to run my breeding herd 

through it for the first time.  I took the opportunity before they entered to 

vaccinate them for leptospirosis, a water borne disease I know we have 

on the farm, since they would have more opportunity than usual to drink 

from ditches and ponds.  The change in the landscape in this first period 

of grazing was quite simply astounding, and rather emotional.  With cat-

tle able to graze amongst copses and walk in the reeds by the pond for 

the first time ever.  Watching them browsing on leaves, rubbing on all 

the trees, creating new hollow-ways was just magical.  Genuinely acting 

as a tool for nature restoration. 

It felt weird to have to take the cows off this.  But it was important 

to not graze the pasture hard, and to ensure that lots of the land re-

mained undisturbed.  I would like to have a bunch in for a short period in 

the Winter though, just to ensure some destruction in wet conditions oc-

curs too. 

The second Sunday of the month was Open Farm Sunday 2022, 

and as per usual I opened my farm up for an afternoon farm walk.  Hav-

ing been spoiled by a glut of over a hundred attendees last year, all des-

perate to have something to do during covid, I was initially a little disap-

pointed by a turn-out of thirty.  However, it made for a lovely sized walk, 

with everyone able to ask questions if they wished and see and hear 

what was going on on the farm. 

The best bit of the afternoon happened to be the dung beetle sa-

fari (a last-minute addition I chose to add in at the midpoint of the walk 

to instil a short break).  Mia packed some vet gloves, and at a reasona-

bly dungy part of a recently grazed paddock we handed these out to 

those keen to get their hands in poo.  It worked out excellently, amongst 

the kids but also a number of adults too (my 

best mate’s other half loving getting stuck 

in…to his disgust!).  It made me feel better 

and somewhat less odd to know that it isn’t 

just me that gets so enthralled by these 

things. 
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At the end of the month, and related to this year’s big fencing pro-

ject, came the installation of two cattle grids.  These grids enable cars to 

drive through fields of livestock without needing to open a gate – the ani-

mals won’t cross the grid.  I was very lucky to have the help of my brother-

in-law, Jamie, who is a property developer and builder.  It felt quite nerve-

wracking cutting the tarmac track for the first time, but over the course of 

two days, Paul, Jamie and I installed two of these grids.  They look super 

smart, make just the right noise when you drive over them, and they really 

make the place feel like a mixed farm, with livestock and cropping.  I have 

loved cattle grids since I was a kid, so being able to legitimately put a cou-

ple in was even more thrilling.  I can’t wait to have cows in these paddocks 

now so that we can drive through the field with the cows, rather than them 

being the other side of the fence.  I just wonder what Mum will say when 

they start leaving lick and snot marks all over her car… 

June also saw the return of Groundswell – the two-day regenerative 

agriculture festival / show / conference, run by the Cherry family in Hert-

fordshire.  The first Groundswell back in 2017 had 400 attendees, so it is a 

little bonkers that this year around 5,500 folk visited!  On the whole, I went 

to the show for networking purposes and to let my hair down.  New ideas 

are great, but I have enough to be getting on with on the farm for a fair few 

years yet!  Consequently, I didn’t go to many of the talks that were put on, 

but managed to catch up with a lot of good friends, as well as meet a cou-

ple of Instagram friends for the first time. 

I was somewhat in attendance in my capacity as producer on the 

regen-farming doc, Six Inches of Soil.  The whole team was there, so it 

was great to catch up with them.  One highlight for me was having the op-

portunity to interview George Monbiot for the film.  George is naturally a 

divisive figure, and it is doubtless that his views, as construed in his new 

book, Regenesis, are a touch utopic and heavy handed, but he makes 

some good points.  Being the first interview I had ever conducted I was 

naturally very nervous, but given that the crew didn’t give me any direction 

I hope I did a good job! 

Also for the film, I hosted an open discussion for forty minutes with 

the three new entrant farmers starring in the film: Anna Jackson (mixed 

farming), Ben Thomas (beef) and Adrienne Gordon (horticulture).  Another 

first for me on camera, but it was fun, and the three farmers were really 

engaging and interesting to speak with.  The film is moving on a pace now, 

with the intention of being released at Groundswell next year.  I can’t wait 

to see how it turns out. 
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The best bit of Groundswell from my point of view actually occurred 

on the evening of the first day.  Mia and I were camping, and on returning to 

the tent at 9pm to don some warmer clothes, I grabbed Nyx (Mia’s spaniel) 

into the tent and told Mia to wait.  She assumed I was doing something silly 

with the dog.  However, two minutes later I let Mia in for her to be greeted by 

a bandana-wearing Nyx.  It took Mia a minute to realise that this wasn’t just 

a one-year anniversary present, but rather had the following printed on it: 

“Mia, will you marry me?”.  I then produced from my pocket not a ring, but a 

rubber-duck-frog holding a sign emblazoned “Engagement ring frog” (Mia 

collects rubber ducks, so it isn’t entirely random).  Thankfully she said yes.  

And we returned to the party to celebrate with champagne, good farming 

friends and much revelry.  We have now picked an engagement ring which 

is currently being made. 

As I type this at the start of July, harvest is fast approaching and I am 

no where near ready for it.  I expect by the end of this month we will have 

already cut something.  So we had better get busy and get the stores 

cleaned out! 
 

 

Contact details: 

George Young 

07792 508 611 

George@FobbingFarms.co.uk 

@farmingGeorge 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

mailto:George@FobbingFarms.co.uk
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Tea in the garden – 9th July 
A huge THANK YOU 

T HE weather was kind and the atmosphere friendly as over 35 people 

shared in high tea in Father David’s garden on Saturday 9
th
 July. The 

gathering was to raise funds for our United Benefice’s monthly commitment 

to Building Better Futures International which supports, amongst other self-

help projects, a sewing project drawing women from some very poor villages 

in Tamil Nadu. The project trains them and provides a micro-loan for a trea-

dle sewing machine so that they can support themselves and their children. 

Women who have completed the project increase their income 3 times over 

on average.  

People who came, and some who were unable to, were very generous and 

through donations, a raffle, and sales of homemade marmalade and home-

grown cucumber and courgettes on the day, and a few ‘left over cakes’ the 

next day at church, we raised a massive £585.30. This will go towards our 

United Benefice’s monthly commitment to the project.  

Thank you to Father David for the use of his garden and to the small army 

who volunteered help to Jenny and David Tweedle - preparing, serving and 

clearing. Thanks especially go to: Margaret Eve, Brenda Bragg, June 

Grizzel, Elizabeth and Bill Noad, Sarah Sell, Sylvia Wain and Mico Bienvenu, 

and of course a huge thank you to all those who came along and made the 

afternoon so pleasurable.  

I can assure you that the money will be well used to help others in very diffi-

cult circumstances help themselves.  

Yours gratefully,  

Pamela Draycott 
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Could YOU be a Bloodrunner? 

T HE Essex Voluntary Blood Service – or Essex Bloodrunners 

for short, is a charity providing medical courier services to the 

NHS and our two local Air Ambulances.  

From the NHS Blood Bank at Basildon, our team of 80 unpaid 

volunteers deliver blood to A&E Hospitals in Essex and East London; 

samples for analysis, and supply blood to the Air Ambulances at Earls 

Colne and North Weald. Amongst many other tasks we also courier 

breast milk from donors to the Hearts Milk Bank and Addenbrooke’s 

Hospital. 

We made 10,000+ runs in 2021 and operate 24/7 x 365 which 

puts a heavy workload on our dedicated team. We need more volun-

teers to share the load – can you help?  
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Zoomed Services 

W 
e have now reverted to our pattern of one Sunday 

and one Weekday service. 

 

Wednesday 3rd August   10am   St. Mary’s 

Sunday 7th August    9.15am   St. Michael’s 

Thursday 11th August   10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 14th August   10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 17th August  10am   St. Mary’s 

Sunday 21st August   9.15am   St. Michael’s 

Thursday 25th August   10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 28th August   10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 31st August  10am   St. Mary’s 

Sunday 4th September  10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Thursday 8th September  10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 11th September  9.15am   St. Michael’s 

Wednesday 14th September 10am   St. Mary’s 

Sunday 18th September  10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Thursday 22nd September 10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 25th September  10.45am  St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 28th September 10am   St. Mary’s 

Sunday 2nd October   9.15am   St. Michael’s 

Thursday 6th October   10am   St. Michael’s 

Sunday 9th October   10.45am  St. Mary’s 



Prayer Intentions : August 2022 
 1st Feria          Bishop Guli 

 2nd Feria          The homeless 

 3rd Feria          The people of Ukraine 

 4th St. John Vianny      Discernment 

 5th St Oswald        All Martyrs 

 6th The Transfiguration    Gods revelation to us 

 7th 8th after Trinity      The worldwide Church 

 8th St. Dominic        Theologians 

 9th Mary Sumner       The Mothers Union 

10
th
 St. Laurence       The Grace of God 

11th St. Clare of Assisi     The Poor Clare’s 

12th Feria          Our local churches 

13th Jeremy Taylor       Local care providers 

14th 9th after Trinity      For peace and unity 

15th Assumption Blessed Virgin All who care as mothers 

16th Feria          Unity of faith 

17th Feria          Humility 

18th Feria          Refugees 

19
th
 Feria          The children in  our community 

20th St. Bernard Clairvaux    Healing and wholeness 

21st 10th after Trinity      Gods healing love 

22nd Feria          The needs of our community 

23rd Feria          Our armed forces 

24th St Bartholomew      The medical profession 

25th Feria          The foodbank 

26th Feria          Emergency services 

27th St Monica        Care for others 

28th 11th after Trinity       Our Benefice 

29th Beheading John the Baptist   Sacrifice 

30th John Bunyan       Teachers 

31st St. Aidan        Christian virtues 
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